
This month’s activities all have ‘nature’ at their centre, for World 
Environment Day on the 5th of June!times!

Look Language Listen  Learn

“Despite all the benefits that nature gives us, we still mistreat it. Surely, we need to work 
on that. By talking to our children about these di�cult and challenging problems, from 
an early age, we can build up their knowledge and understanding.”

Christine, OjO Educator 

In this activity pack you will find...

Biodiversity acrostic
Write a poem about nature and learn

Bug hotel
Make your own hotel (for mini beasts only!)

Nature weaving
Weave with things you find in nature

Activities with
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Activity 1 / one / Biodiversity acrostic poem 

Biodiversity, short for biological diversity, is the term we use for the variety of animals, 
plants, fungi, bacteria and other intertwined life forms in our ecosystem...”from the 
towering redwoods to tiny single cell algae which are impossible to see without a 
microscope”. National Geographic.

Why is biodiversity so important? The more biodiversity there is, the stronger the 
ecosystem is. 

All species are interconnected. They depend on one another. Forests provide homes for 
animals. Animals eat plants. The plants need healthy soil to grow. Fungi help 
decompose organisms to fertilise the soil. Bees and other insects carry pollen from one 
plant to another, which enables the plants to reproduce. With less biodiversity, these 
connections weaken and sometimes break, harming all the species in the ecosystem.

Writing your poem

Write out the word ‘biodiversity’ for your child to see all the letters that make the word. 

Explain that biodiversity is a scientific word that simply means the wide variety of 
animal and plant life in the world. Ask your child to think carefully. They should try to 
write the name of a living thing that begins with each of the letters of the word 
b-i-o-d-i-v-e-r-s-i-t-y.  

Younger children may just draw a picture of the creatures if they wish.

From the list of living things that your child has created, ask them to group them into 
the following categories: animals, birds, insects, trees and flowers. 
Can your child think of any more living things that could be added to each group?

Extra Task: Your child may wish to create a poster showing the di�erent types of living 
things in each group!

b  i  o  d  i  v  e  r  s  i  t  y  
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Activity 2 / two / Bug hotel 

Encouraging biodiversity is good for the ecological balance in your garden. Since our 
gardens are home to a vast range of living creatures, in some cases over 2000 di�erent 
species, it’s important to try and conserve this wildlife. A bug hotel can be a great place 
for your garden minibeasts. 

We chose to make a ‘bee’ bug hotel but it’s up to you! A ladybird is also easy to make, 
just swap the yellow paint for red and make spots with your black paint, not stripes. It’s 
your choice!

You will need:

-A tin can with both ends removed (make sure it has no sharp edges)
-Paint for your bug of choice 
-Paint brushes
-A collection of twigs / pine cones / pieces of wood
-Googly eyes
-Small beads for dangling feet
-Strong adhesive 
-String
-Thin wire or strong string or twine, this will be the handle and allow you to hang your 
bug hotel up

How to make the hotel 

Follow the steps to make your hotel! Start by 
collecting your twigs a few days before you start 
and let them dry out before you use them.
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Activity 2 / two / Bug hotel continued...

Paint your tin with the right colours for your mini 
beast of choice. We have used yellow and black 
paint to make stripes around the tin.  Allow the tin 
to dry completely before you continue. You can 
even add a second coat if you want a deeper 
colour.  Paint some of the string black too, these 
will become the legs, so paint enough for your 
creature of choice.

Decorate and make your hotel as bug like as 
possible!  Glue your eyes onto the side of the can. 
Thread or glue your beads onto the bottom of the 
can. Allow to dry.

Thread the string or wire through the can so it 
will be able to hang and accomodate bugs!

Fill the hotel with twigs, pinecones and other 
things bugs will love to visit. Keep the wire 
handle at the top of the can.  Pack your can as 
tightly as you can, it needs to be full!
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Activity 2 / two / Bug hotel continued...

Find a suitable spot to hang up your bug hotel and check on it on a regular basis to see 
who is holidaying in your hotel!

The best spots for visitors are somewhere sunny or 
partly shady. Also, try to hang it 1.5 metres o� of the 
ground.

The Woodland Trust as some excellent information 
about mini beasts, bugs and bug hotels!

www.woodland trust.org.uk
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Activity 3 / three / Nature weaving

Nature weaving is a fun and inexpensive activity which will encourage children to go 
outside and look for the materials they will need. It’s a great way to help children learn 
about di�erent plants and suitable for all ages from 2 to 102!

You will need:  

Scraps of cardboard 
Scissors
String or yarn
Tape
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How to make and weave: 

1. Cut your cardboard to size, any size will do but 
don’t make it too big.  About A5 / half Letter size is 
good, but almost anything works!

2. Cut slits in each end about 2 cm long and 2 cm 
apart.

3. Wind your string around the cardboard through 
the the notches you cut.

4. Secure with tape at the beginning and the end. 
The string should be tight but not buckle the card.

5. Now for the fun part, go outside and start 
collecting. If it will fit under the thread they it can be 
used. Think flowers, leaves, grasses... get creative!

6. Begin weaving your findings over and under the 
string from one side to the other, looping back at 
each end if possible.

7. Keep going until you have filled your loom, then 
show everyone what a great weaver you are.

Start with...

Finish with...


