
Let’s welcome in the festive spirit through play!

December 21st sees the Winter Solstice or the arrival of winter. Let’s be honest, winter can be a little depressing, 
all those long, cold and dark days, but it doesn’t have to be like that and OjO has got some fabulous activities 
lined up to help you welcome winter and the festive season. If you think about it, you could say that winter is 
nature’s way of telling us to slow down a little, stay warm, stay focused and keep healthy.

Look Language  Learn

In this activity pack you will find...

Button Bauble Cards
Gift a handmade card to your loved ones!

Marshmallow Snowmen
The only thing better than building a snowman is a marshmallow one!

Straw Christmas Tree Ornaments
Mini Christmas trees for your festive display!

Snickerdoodles in a Basket
A homemade Christmas present for those with a sweet tooth!

Activities with
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“The Winter Solstice has been celebrated since ancient times  and solstice means ‘sun stands still’. This 
day is the shortest and darkest of the year (if you are in the Northern Hemisphere of course). Much of 
nature hibernates, slows down or moves somewhere warmer when winter hits, this is a rich source of 
conversations with your children as the seasons slowly change, so make the most of it. Wrap up warm and 
take a walk together and explore, although the flowers have died and many leaves are long gone you can 
still find the beauty that winter brings. Fresh snow, for example, lets you be the first to make a footprint, 
try and spot icicles hanging from trees, crunch through the ice on puddles or through the frosty fallen 
leaves. Look for winter wildlife, black and white magpies, cheerful robins or squirrels, they will all be 
looking for food so if you can help them out on your walk please do and take a few wildlife snacks with 
you.  Sunflower seeds, peanuts, dry corn cobs, cheese, breadcrumbs, rice and cereals will all be welcomed 
so pop some in your pockets before you set o�.” Christine, OjO Educator 



Activity 1 / one / Button Bauble Cards
Every year I make a seasonal card with my grandsons which they can send to family and 
friends. None of them consider themselves to be ‘artistically talented’ so I’m always on 
the search for simple yet e�ective cards for them to make. This year’s ‘button bauble’ 
cards are perfect.  They are really simple and easy to make yet look stylish and 
e�ective.

You will need:
Card 
Buttons (5 - 7 per card)
Black felt tip pen
Glue
Stickers (optional) 

How to play:
1. Decide what size you want your finished cards to be. After a little experimenting we settled on 12cm x 11cm, 
meaning we had to cut the card into 12cm x 22cm strips. Whilst this gives a great card it is a bit extravagant if you are 
using A4 sheets, because I do a lot of crafting this is not an issue for me as the scraps will easily get used up but if you 
want to be a little more economical cut A4 sheets into 10.5cm x 22cm strips for less wastage.
2. Fold the card strips in half to make cards with a left land fold (the classic card).
3. Select a maximum of 7 small buttons (we found 5 to be the optimum number but it’s your choice) that you will use 
as your ‘baubles’.
4. Place them on the card and when you are happy with the layout glue them in place.
5. Make all your cards and allow the glue time to dry before you finish decorating the cards.
6. Once the cards are dry, draw on your ‘string’ and bow on each bauble and add in your chosen greeting at the 
bottom of the card.
7. We made some cards using stickers and some with a handwritten greeting, once again it’s up to you.
8. Write your personalised greetings and wishes inside the right-hand side of the card.
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Activity 2 / two / Marshmallow Snowmen
My youngest grandson, Jacob, is a huge fan of marshmallows and hot chocolate so this 
activity was a ‘no brainier’ for us to have a go at. They are easy to make and look 
fantastic and Jacob tested them (frequently) and reported back that they were 
delicious!

You will need:
Marshmallows (3 per snowman)
Cake pop sticks or wooden BBQ skewers or even paper straws will work (if you are careful)!
Icing pens
Mini Smarties or M&M’s
Strawberry laces
You can add as many decorations as you wish, experiment, and find out what you prefer
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How to play:
1. Wash your hands and pop on an apron to keep your clothes clean. It’s also a good idea to roll up your sleeves if you 
have a long-sleeved top on.
2. Set up all your ingredients.
3. Place 3 marshmallows onto each cake pop stick or skewer or straw. If you are using straws, you may have to help 
your child as the straws can bend and it can be di�cult to thread the marshmallow on. Likewise, if using skewers 
supervise young children carefully as they have a sharp end (it will still work if you snip the sharp end o�).
4. Make sure you leave a little ‘handle’ so the snowman can be held safely.
5. Decorate as you wish, as I hope you can see from our photo, we had lots of fun and used our imagination. Use can 
use the icing pens as glue sticks to add on your Smarties buttons etc.
6. If you plan to give these as a gift, they have a shelf life of 2 to 3 days.
7. They can be wrapped in cling film or glassine bags, once dry and adding a little red bow to the stick makes a lovely 
gesture.
8. The snowmen are great used as hot chocolate stirrers or just eaten as a sweet treat. With a name attached to the 
handle they could even be as a place setting for a festive lunch.

We used regular marshmallows for our hot chocolate stirrers but I also had a bag a giant marshmallows so we made 
a few large snowmen just as a sweet treat.



Activity 3 / three / Straw Christmas Tree Ornaments
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Who knew paper straws could be so pretty?! We now buy paper straws as they are a 
more environmentally friendly alternative to plastic, but they are also great for 
crafting. I have to admit I bought some amazing Christmas straws which I used for this 
activity, but the usual green and red and white striped straws would also work. 

You will need:
Paper straws
Lollipop sticks
Ribbon
Stickers or buttons (for the ‘star’ on the top of your tree)
Thin ribbon or thread 
Glue
Scissors

How to play!
1. Glue your ‘star’ to the top of your stick.
2. Cut a piece of straw slightly wider than the width of the stick.
3. Glue the piece of straw below your star.
4. Repeat this process with a di�erent colour paper straw, make sure you can each piece slightly wider than the 
previous one. Leave a gap of 1/2 cm between each straw.
5. Continue until the last straw is approximately 5 cm from the bottom of the stick. We used 7 pieces of straw for 
each tree.
6. Let your tree dry completely.
7. Once dry cut a length of ribbon or thread about 20 cm long. Fold in half and tie a knot at the bottom, an adult will 
likely have to do this.
8. Flip the stick over and glue the knotted end on the top on the stick.
9. Once dry, you have a fab decoration for the tree or you can use as a tag on a gift.                                                                                             



Activity 4 / four / Snickerdoodles in a basket
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Snickerdoodles are a traditional American cookie is not very well known in the UK but I 
urge you to try them if you haven’t already done so.  They are easy to make and are 
absolutely delicious and you will have the added benefit of a kitchen that smells of 
cinnamon - what more could you want!

You will need:
1/2 cup of softened butter
1 cup of sugar plus 2 tablespoon (keep the 2 tablespoons of sugar separate)
1 large egg
1/2 teaspoon of vanilla extract
1 1/2 cups of plain flour
1/4 teaspoon of baking soda
1/4 teaspoon of cream of tartare
1 teaspoon of ground cinnamon
Baking sheet for baking the snickerdoodles

How to make:
1. Preheat oven to 190C or 375F and wash your hands before you begin to bake. An apron is a good idea too.
2. In a small bowl mix 2 tablespoons of sugar and teaspoon of cinnamon and leave to one side
3. Cream butter and 1 cup of sugar in a bowl until light and flu�y
4. Beat in egg and vanilla
5. In another bowl whisk together flour, baking soda and cream of tartare
6. Gradually add into the creamed mixture
7. Take a teaspoon of the mixture and shape into a ball, roll in cinnamon sugar and place on an untreated baking 
sheet, about 5 cams apart. You should get 25 - 30 cookies.
8. Bake for 10 - 12 minutes until they are light brown.
9. Place on a wire rack to cool.
10. The most important step... enjoy!



Activity 4 (part 2) / four / Gift basket
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These make a super little gift, below are instructions for how to make a little gift 
basket, if you want to up the status of your gift! If you don’t want to make a basket 
popping the cookies in a glassine bag with a seasonal bow also works well. This basket 
works well with a paper plate!

You will need:
A paper plate or circle of paper (approx 22 cm in diameter)
Scissors
Pencil
Ruler
Crayons, paint, stickers or felt tips if you want to decorate your basket.
Wax paper or kitchen roll

How to make:

1. If using paper, rather than a paper plate,  draw your 22cm circle - we just used a plate as a template, and cut it 
out.
2. Using a ruler draw 2 lines to make a 7 cm wide strip in the middle of the circle or plate (Fig 1).
3. Mark a point 5 cm from the edge of the circle or plate at the top and bottom of each pencil line (Fig 2).
4. Fold edges in along the lines you have drawn them open out again (Fig 3) this will ensure your basket is  stable.
5. Cut down each line to the 5 cm mark (Fig 4).
6. Fold up each piece and crease them (Fig 5).
7. Then fold in the side pieces and glue in place (Fig 6).
8. Repeat at the other end (Fig 7).
9. I added a strip of paper as a handle but this is optional.
10. Decorate as you wish.
11. When you are ready to give your gift line your basket with a piece of wax paper or kitchen roll and add in as 
many cookies as you can part with- yum!

Fig 1 Fig 2 Fig 3 Fig 4

Fig 5 Fig 6 Fig 7 Fin!


