
This month’s activities all have Art at their centre! Also, they are all 
nautical, inspired by summer adventures and National Marine Week 

celebrated from July 24th - August 8th!

Look Language  Learn

“Sadly, art subjects can be viewed as less important than times tables and regarded as 
unnecessary. Artistic experiences, irrespective of your level of accomplishment and talent, are 
fundamental to personal development, as it fuels the imagination and imagination, in turn, fuels 
creativity. Skills in great demand by employers. Arts foster the development of transferable skills 
and can help boost overall academic achievement. Creative activities help children develop 
problem solving, concentration and critical thinking. Activities such as drama, music and arts 
and crafts help children think for themselves more and work out answers for themselves.”

Christine, OjO Educator 

In this activity pack you will find...

Seaside Diorama
Create a mini marine world at home!

Coastal Tinker Tray
A making project perfect for open ended play!

Weaver Fish
Design your own Rainbow Fish inspired weaver fish!

Activities with
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Activity 1 / one / Seaside Diorama
Create an awesome mini world with a seaside diorama. A diorama, if you don’t know, is simply a 
model representing a scene with three-dimensional figures.

All you need is a box or a box lid, the size it up to you but the classic choice is a shoe box! You 
will also need paper, scissors, glue, basic art supplies such as markers, paint or crayons. For our 
seaside diorama we will also be using some shells, sand and maybe one of two toy figures. The 
beauty of a diorama is there is no one right way, it’s up to you to use what you want. 

Here are some basics to get you started if this is your first diorama! Be guided by your child and 
let them lead the project.

Once you have agreed on your setting, you need to create an eye-catching background. You 
can paint directly onto the box but it’s probably easier to paint printer paper and glue that in. 
For the seaside it can be as simple as a blue background or a more complex sunset! The choice 
is yours. Just have fun!

You will need:
Paper
Cardboard box or lid
Markers, paint or crayons
Toys to decorate (or make these yourself!)
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Scissors
Ruler
Glue

All of the creatures in 
this activity pack are 

found in the OjO 
Underwater Missions 
Marine Biology Game 

available for pre-order 
on the website!



Activity 2 / two / Coastal Tinker Tray
A Tinker Tray is a collection of play resources, collected to enable a child to create play and 
learn in a way that is unique and memorable to them. 

You really can use any materials for your tray, and they can be used for a variety of activities or 
art making projects. Once again be guided by your child. I love tinker trays because they 
promote open-ended activities, critical thinking, process over product and are inexpensive and 
versatile. 

Tinker trays have great learning potential and are not di�cult to put together. You can of course 
buy amazingly beautiful purpose-built wooden trays but a kitchen tray, a mu�n tin or a 
cardboard lid work just as well, especially if this is your first attempt.  I want my tray to cost me 
nothing to put together so I will just see what I have to hand.

The idea is to use relatively small items, hence the suitability of a mu�n tray, this help children 
practice their dexterity and fine motor skills. Jacob chose to create a planet habitat. Once he 
had finished I asked to tell me a little about his creation... what’s your story!

You will need:
 Shells of di�erent sizes
 Corks
 String
 Elastic bands
Marbles
Glass gems
Kinetic sand or colour dough
 Pipe cleaners 
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Clothes pegs
Paper straws
A selection of paper & card
Pom poms
Dried pasta

“There are di�erent creatures that 
live here. Aliens never go on the 
brown bits because the poison 

tipped snake heads will hunt 
them...The tunnel worm is tunnelling 

back under the ground after 
coming out to feed…The space 

mollusks are out hunting and when 
something alerts them, they swarm 

around their prey”



Activity 3 / three / Weaver Fish
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This activity was inspired by my love of the Rainbow Fish stories (The Rainbow Fish by Marcus 
Pfister. There are some great videos of this story on YouTube too).

National Marine Week is a chance to learn about and enjoy all the wonderful wildlife found in 
the seas around the world and explore the relationship we have with this amazing habitat that 
surrounds us. Even if you don’t have the opportunity to get to the coast this summer there are 
lots of activities you can find online... as well as these ones of course!

You will need:
White paper
Coloured paper
Googly or DIY paper eye

How to make the Weaver Fish
1.Using a sheet of white paper get your child to draw a simple shape of a fish. Cut it out and fold it 
in half.
2. Get your scissors and cut slits about 1 cm apart, starting at the folded edge and not getting too 
close to the tail or the mouth. Open it back out.
3. Cut out strips from your coloured sheets of paper, about 1 cm wide using the long side. You can 
of course make them a as narrow or as wide as you wish, you will get a di�erent e�ect depending 
on the size you select.
4. Weave the coloured strips of paper through the slits you cut in the body of the fish.
5. Decorate your weaving with your chosen shiny pieces.
6. Trim the top and bottom of the woven strips to look like fish fins. This is an optional extra but it 
can give an nice e�ect.

Scissors
A pencil
Sequins or foil or shiny paper


