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This month’s activities celebrate the launch of our new collection of science 
puzzles, Dino Explorers, Space Explorers and Underwater Explorers Puzzle! 

Jigsaw puzzles are a great way to engage children in a fun and enjoyable 
learning activity. 

Even a simple jigsaw will help children develop:

Hand and eye coordination 

Fine motor skills
Memory skills

Attention span

Language skills

Problem solving

Decision making

Spatial awareness 
Persistence 

Team work

“If you want your child to be a successful independent puzzle solver, start with simple 
puzzles with a small number of pieces. Slowly increasing both the complexity of the 

image and the number of puzzle pieces will help your child to not only complete puzzles 
but they will also really enjoy doing them.”

Christine, OjO Educator 

OjO’s new range of Science 
Puzzles are available to 

purchase on OjO website & 
Etsy for $12/£9

Spot the characters 
from our new puzzles in 

this activity pack!
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Activity 1 / one / Popsicle Stick Puzzles

These easy to make puzzles are a great activity to make with your children, as you 
can. Make really simple puzzles for the younger family members as well as more 
complicated ones to challenge the 7+ children.

You will need:
Popsicle sticks - natural wood or coloured
Masking tape
Paint, felt tips, crayons
Pencil
Small pictures
Glue

How to play:
1. Line up your popsicle sticks neatly, landscape or portrait orientation, depending on your image. 
2. Tape them across the back to stop them moving and keep them in place.
3. On the non-tape side draw your picture and colour in it. 
4. Allow the picture to dry.
5. If you are using a picture make sure you glue it down securely and cover all the image so no 
pieces peel o� once it is cut.
6.When dry remove the tape from the back of the puzzle.
7. If you wish you can number the sticks (I usually do this on the back) to help with the construction!
8. If you have used a picture for your puzzle you will need to separate the sticks - I tried scissors 
and a craft knife.  the craft knife gives a much neater finish but must be dine by an adult.

-Christine, OjO Educator

We made di�erent puzzles, we drew some of our own pictures and 
coloured them in and we also used a some simple pictures.
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Activity 2 / two / Puzzle Piece Aliens
You will need:
A puzzle piece template
Card 
Paint, felt tips or crayons
Glue
Scissors 
Pipe cleaners
Wiggly eyes
Feathers
String or wool

How to play:

1. Cut out your puzzle pieces and colour them in or paint  them. Green is a good colour for aliens 
but it’s up to you! Allow to dry thoroughly.
2. Add some eyes, wiggly eyes work best but if you don’t have any you can draw them on or make 
some out of paper and stick them on.
3. Add a mouth and some teeth, again it’s up to you what you choose to add.
4. Add some hair, antenna and anything you want, using string, wool, pipe cleaners, feathers, 
whatever you have available, use glue or tape to secure them.
5. Display your aliens proudly and tell everyone how you made them.

My grandson had some friends over for a play date when we did this activity and they all really 
enjoyed it. We used coloured card for speed as we didn’t want to wait for the paint to dry. But it’s 
up to you.

If you don’t want to make aliens why not try dinosaurs or some Puzzle Piece Pals?
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Activity 3 / three / Letter Puzzle

Activities with

You will need:
Card - we used white but use whatever you have
Paper
Felt tips pens / crayons / paint
Pencil
Scissors
Ruler
School glue or glue stick
Large piece of jigsaw puzzle (optional)

How to play:

1. Pick your letter! Capitals work best and we chose J for Jacob.
2. Draw your letter in pencil, it needs to be quite large. We put two pieces of A4 (30cm x 21cm) 
together to make a good-sized letter. It needs to be large enough to have space to stick on 6 or 
7 letter related pictures and be able to cut them into puzzle pieces.
3. Use a felt tip pen to draw over your pencil drawn letter shape and carefully cut it out.
4. Talk about why you picked your letter and come up with some pictures you can draw that 
begin with your letter sound. We went with, jet, jelly, jacket, jeans, jellyfish, jam and Jacob!
5. Draw your pictures, colour them in and cut them out. You can of course cut out pictures or use 
a magazine to find suitable images. 
6. Place your pictures on your card letter, move them around to ensure a good even distribution 
and when you. When you are happy with their placement glue them in place.
7. If you have a large puzzle piece you can use that as a template to make your puzzle pieces, 
but you can also do it free hand.
8. Carefully cut out your puzzle pieces and then see if you can fit them all back together again.
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