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February can be a very challenging time of year, the excitement of Christmas and the 
New Year is just a distant memory and the brightness and warmth of Spring is still too far 
away to enjoy, so why not take the opportunity to be part of a global event and be part 
of the Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC)?

Between February 18th and 21th the world will come together and record the birds they 
see in their own backyard. Originally the GBBC was only held in the U.S. and Canada but 
since 2013 this has been a global enterprise.

This month’s activities will be celebrating the Great Backyard Bird Count! 

“The GBBC website, www.birdcount.org is full of ideas and 
suggestions and allows you to participate comprehensively 
if you sign up and make an account.  If you don’t want to do 
that why not just spend a little time over that weekend 
observing what birds visit your garden. The following 
websites o�er free bird identification apps:
www.birdcount.org
wwwrspb.org”

In this activity pack you will find...

Apple Bird Feeder
Create your own apple bird feeder!

Chatterbox Cha�nch
Make a chatterbox cha�nch. What jokes will you tell?

Birds Nest Cookies
Make an easy, tasty treat!

 Christine Havercroft, OjO Educator

Try out our Story Creations game and come up with wacky stories 
with the whole family! The game boosts communication skills, 
imagination and teaches you about storytelling techniques! 
Perfect for ages 5 to 99!
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Activity 1 / one / Apple Bird Feeder

This simple activity will provide a nutritious food source for your local birds and will 
hopefully tempt them into your garden so you can observe them, as they feed.

You will need:
4  apples
2 cups wild bird food *
1 cup peanut butter **
String 
Scissors
Knife
3 small bowls

2. Mix half of the peanut 
butter (warm it slightly) 
and bird food together 
in a small bowl to make 
the filling for the halved 
apples.

1. Cut 2 apples in half 
and slice the others into 
rings, 2cm wide. Adult 
supervision needed or 
adult can cut. 

3. For the apple rings, 
thread string through 
the middle of the apple 
circle (this will allow you 
to hang it) and knot it.

4. Warm the remaining 
peanut butter slightly, 
then dunk each apple 
ring in the peanut 
butter and coat about 
half of the ring. 

5. Dip the peanut butter 
coated ring into a bowl of 
bird food, then lay on a 
plate /piece of 
parchment or foil to allow 
the peanut butter to ‘set’.

* We used sunflower seed 
hearts, peanuts and meal 
worms. 

** If your child has a peanut 
allergy you could use, a 
di�erent nut butter, such as 
almond, coconut oil or 
vegetable shortening.
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Activity 1 / one / Apple Bird Feeder

“Enjoy watching the 
birds eating your 
delicious treat!”

6. For the apple halves, 
scoop out the middle of 
the apple with a 
teaspoon, to create a 
cavity.

7. Make a hole in the 
ends of the apple half 
and thread the string 
through. Then fill the 
hole with the bird food 
mixture. Pack in as 
much mixture as you 
can.

8. Allow the mixture to 
set before you hang 
them outside.

9. Take your treats 
outside and hang them 
up or place on a bird 
table, wall or even the 
ground. Just think about 
any potential hazards 
before you put them out, 
such as any local cats!



Share your pictures with us on social media @learnwithojo
#GetAheadOfTheWorldAhead www.learnwithojo.com

Activity 2 / two / Chatterbox Cha�nch
You will need:
Coloured paper - for the chatterbox a minimum size of 20cm 
square is needed.
Googly eyes or felt pens
Feathers 
Glue
Scissors

How to play:
1. Make the chatterbox. (Step 1)
2. Fold each point of the square into the centre, continue until you have a square, make 
sure you press the edges well. (Steps 2 and 3)
3. Turn the square over and fold the points into the centre again (Step 4)
4. Now fold in half then open out and fold in half along the opposite crease.
5. Slip your thumbs and forefingers under the corner flaps to make sure it will open and 
close. (Step 5)
6. You’re ready to decorate now - lay your chatterbox flat to do this.  (Step 6). Please 
note you need to put the eyes on the bottom of the chatterbox to make them appear at 
the top when you open it up. 
7. We made legs by zig zag folding strips of paper and using feathers and some googly 
eyes. If you don’t have feathers or googly eyes you can draw some and cut them out
8. Now you can have a chat with your chatterbox cha�nch.
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Extras:
Why not write some jokes on the inside triangle flaps or simple riddles, here’s a few you 
can try:
Q. What has a face and 2 hands but no arms of legs?
A. A clock!
Q. What has to be broken before you can use it?
A. An egg.
Q. What gets wetter as it dries?
A. A towel

See if you can think 
up some more to 
test your friends!
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Activity 3 / three / Birds Nest Cookies

You will need:
200g milk chocolate 
85g shredded wheat (crushed)
36 mini chocolate eggs (3 for each nest) 
12 cup cake cases

How to play:
1. Wash your hands
2. Crush the shredded wheat into a bowl.
3. Melt the chocolate in a small bowl. I prefer to do this in the microwave (30 seconds on 
HIGH, repeat until melted) but you can do it by pacing the bowl over a pan of barely 
simmering water. Obviously an adult needs to supervise this carefully.
4. Pour the chocolate over the shredded wheat and stir well until well combined.
5. Spoon the chocolate wheat mixture into the 12 cupcake cases and press the back of a 
teaspoon into the centre of each one to create a nest shape.
6. Place 3 mini eggs in or each nest.
7. Chill the nests in the for at least 2 hours until set - hope you can wait that long!

ENJOY! YUM, YUM!!
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This is a super easy 
recipe which produces 

a great result.


