
 

 
Turning a health scare into a business opportunity 
What started as a family health scare turned into a passion and a blooming business for the Guzman 
family. In 2012, daughter Maria “Maca” Guzman was diagnosed with an autoimmune disease. The 
Guzmans were scared, unsure of what was going to happen to her health. They sought out various 
types of medical advice, but wanted to find a holistic approach with food and nutrition as their 
solution. People thought they were crazy for going against traditional western medicine, but deep 
down, they knew in their hearts that was the way to go.  
 
Around the same time, father Camilo “Cami” went to a trade show in Colombia for importers and 
exporters to meet with local brands. It was there that he got the idea for bringing plantain and 
cassava snacks to the United States. After countless conversations over dinner, and on Guzman 
family road trips, Artisan Tropic was born in 2014 with the goal of helping others like Maca live 
healthier lives without giving up craveable, tasty snacks. The company has continued to be a family 
business, so much so that Maca and the son of one of the company’s plantain farmer’s, Jose 
Agudelo, got married in 2017. 
 
Trade up your chip 
Combining the Guzmans’ passion for their home town of Colombia with a holistic, healthier way of 
eating, Artisan Tropic creates delicious, snackable Plantain and Cassava Strips straight from farms 
in Colombia. All of the company's offerings are made with real, wholesome ingredients you can 
recognize, and are allergen-friendly (free of the top eight allergens), certified gluten-free, certified 
paleo, and Non-GMO verified. The Guzmans have a very close relationship with the farmers that 
provide their plantains and cassava, so they know the product they are starting with is of the highest 
quality, single sourced and produced by hand. The full line includes a variety of snackable and 
sharing sizes and flavors to satisfy any craving, including: Sea Salt Cassava, Sea Salt Plantain, 
Naturally Sweetened Plantain, Jalapeño Cassava, Barbecue Cassava and Barbecue Plantain.  
 
Distribution and growth 
The entire portfolio of Plantain and Cassava Strips can be found nationwide in more than 3,500 
stores, including at Whole Foods Market stores. The company is expanding quickly, and in 2019 
experienced a 60% growth in sales as a result of both expanded distribution and increased velocity.  
 
Positively impacting people and the planet 
Serial entrepreneurs driven by a vision for a better planet, the Guzmans have a deep-routed focus 
on sustainability. They believe the Earth can be saved; we just all need to play a part of the process. 
For them, that means taking important steps to make sure production of all Artisan Tropic products is 
as sustainable as possible. For instance, by the end of 2020, Artisan Tropic will be transitioning to the use
of solar energy thanks to the inclusion of solar panels in the company’s new 20,000 square foot
manufacturing facility in Colombia. Additionally the company aims to be 100 percent certified organic.
The core focus in everything the Guzman family does is to impact people and the planet in a better way.
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