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January 2023 

A Message from President Steve Mann 

A 
s the newly elected President of 
MAAW, I would like to thank the out-
going committee for its contribution 
over the past 12 months, those com-

mittee members staying on for their continued 
support of MAAW and those incoming committee 
members for their support of this extremely im-
portant organisation in Mt Alexander Shire. 

The last few years have been difficult because of 
the Covid pandemic and the more recent down-
turn in the economic outlook, which has impacted 
many within our community and in turn the wel-
fare of many beloved furry friends. 

My hope over the coming 12 months is to reinvig-
orate MAAW and push our aim of helping our 
community both human and animal when the 
need is greatest. Our creed is to help animals in 
need and sometimes this requires us to help those 
who are struggling to care for their furry loved 
ones.  

The MAAW Shelter exists to assist animals who 
have no other avenue of support. When extraordi-
nary circumstances put not just pets but owners in 
jeopardy our duty of care drives our staff and vol-
unteers to provide the best outcomes for all in-
volved. 

Our main aim over the coming 12 months is to 
increase our membership, which will help us assist 
many of those suffering financial hardship and 
others with social or domestic problems. Their 
problems become ours when pets are pushed into 
the centre of conflict and end at our doorstep. 

MAAW is proud of our service to the community 
both at the Animal Shelter and the Op. Shop and 
the tireless efforts of staff and volunteers at both 
facilities.  

 

 

As an animal owner and lover of furry friends I 
believe it is our responsibility to give back and as 
President I hope I can make a meaningful contri-
bution to the very worthy aims of MAAW. I hope 
as members of the   organisation you may be able 
to contribute, be it sprouting the outstanding 
effort MAAW is providing for the community and 
inviting your family and friends to participate in 
this extremely important venture by becoming a 
member; or finding a little time to become a vol-
unteer either at the Shelter or Op. Shop. No 
matter what you can put in, it will be gratefully 
appreciated, both by the animals and those own-
ers who have found themselves in situations be-
yond their control when our assistance is all that 
can be relied on. 

I am hopeful that the coming 12 months will see a 
resurgence in support for the aims of MAAW, but 
we need your help to reach these goals and 
achieve what I believe are moral obligations in a 
society which seems less caring of our furry com-
panions who bring love, and joy into the lives of so 
many of our citizens. 

I thank for your continued support of the welfare 
of so many 
animals 
through your 
contribution 
to MAAW. 

 

Cheers  

Steve Mann 

President  
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2022 – The Year in Review at the Shelter 

 

H 
undreds of animals passed through the doors at the MAAW Shelter during 

2022. Some were lost and needed to find their families. Others were surren-

dered when their families could no longer care for them. We had mums and 

their babies surrendered and mums about to give birth. And there were babies 

abandoned without a mum to care for them. These puppies and kittens started their lives 

with our fantastic animal attendants. The dedicated team at MAAW will take these little 

ones home to hand raise them, ensuring they have the best chance of finding their forever 

home. 

 And we had nearly 50 welfare boarders. These animals came from families in crisis who 

just needed a hand looking after their pets for a short period of time and didn’t want to sur-

render them. Domestic violence, mental health and even the floods all led loved pets to us 

for care in times of need.  

While predominantly dogs and cats, MAAW cared for some chooks, roosters, sheep and 

cows. It truly is a place for all creatures.  

Just over 200 dogs were brought into the shelter, some from the council and some from 

members of the public. Just about all of them have been reunited with their loving families 

or found new families to call their own.  

Of the 200 plus cats and kittens who became part of the MAAW story last year well over 

half were adopted. More than 50 others were reunited with their families. There are always 

cats making their temporary home at the shelter. Some, like Muddy (see photo on page 5) 

will always call MAAW home, living out their life with us.  

Unfortunately, some of the dogs and cats who come to MAAW are unadoptable, terminally 

ill or feral. In these extreme circumstances we are forced to euthanise the animals. It is one 

of the downsides of running an animal shelter. 

Thanks to the volunteers and dedicated 

staff the MAAW shelter is a safe and car-

ing environment and that good work will 

continue this year.  
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What a year! 

 

T 
his has been one of the busiest years in the shelter’s history, with a record 

number of animals being surrendered.   

It has only been manageable due to the dedicated and hard-working staff and 

volunteers, the MAAW Committee and the Op. Shop team. Our good working 

relationship with local council officers and the local vet clinics have been essential and 

will continue in 2023.  

It is only with the invaluable efforts of the staff and volunteers that we are providing the 

high standard of care to the animals. A huge thank you to everyone for their time and 

commitment over the past 12 months with many giving up their time over Christmas and 

New Year to care for the animals. 

The shelter staff and volunteers are most rewarded when animals are adopted and find 

their forever homes. We do our best to match an animal to the person most suitable, 

and we make very effort to provide a happy, positive experience when adopting an ani-

mal from MAAW. 

Under certain circumstances we offer trial run periods 

for a potential future adoption for an animal, particu-

larly older animals. I appreciate the people who have 

taken on these senior animals and have given them a 

loving home environment. These animals require more 

time to adjust and settle in. It is important people are 

willing to put in the time with their new family mem-

ber.  

We thank everyone who has helped care for, enrich an 

animal’s life in the shelter environment, fostered an 

animal to improve the animal’s chances for rehoming, 

and people who adopted an animal from MAAW. We 

hope they our former residents are finding happiness 

with their new families.  

During 2022 we experienced an increase in requests 

for assistance from the community for financial help with vet costs, welfare boarding in 

emergency situations and assistance through the floods. We housed and cared for 35 

plus animals for their owners and helped fund numerous people and their pets through 

our MAAW’s Helping Paws program.                                                           More…. 
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F 
orever Friends Animal Rescue and Arctic Rescue 

Victoria have assisted us in finding homes for 

dogs that were adoptable but required ongoing 

behavioural training and care that MAAW was 

unable to provide.  MAAW appreciates these rescue 

groups and their teams of volunteers who have assisted in 

helping find those animals a forever home. Bear, pictured 

right,  found a loving home through Arctic  Rescue Victo-

ria.  

 To help create the animal carers of the future, we are 

happy we can offer the local schools work placement at 

the shelter for their students who are interested in gaining 

experience in animal welfare. We have had numerous stu-

dents complete their placement with us in 2022. We 

thank them for their time and hope they enjoyed the experience and gained a greater 

understanding of animal welfare. 

Our local Newspapers – Castlemaine Mail, Midland Express, Bendigo Advertiser and The 

Local – provide MAAW shelter with vital exposure to help find homes for our animals and 

provide MAAW the opportunity to engage with the community about important animal 

welfare issues. We thank them for their ongoing support.  

Our website (www.maaw.org.au) and social media sites provide us the opportunity to 

engage with our members and the wider community with regular updates and animal 

profiles.  

MAAW extended the council pound contract for another year and is preparing to apply 

for the tender again in 2023. This contract is significant for Mount Alexander Shire resi-

dents to maintain a local, community focused shelter, that delivers a high standard of 

animal welfare.  

The shelter facility turns 20 this year! We are currently seeking funding and grants for 

much needed upgrades and improvements to the shelter site. Also, with the current rap-

id population growth in the area more people are relocating to the area with their pets. 

The twenty-year-old facility has outgrown its purpose and requires more space to house 

the increase admission of animals coming into our care.  

Donations are crucial to our survival, and we are very grateful for the contributions that 

have helped and continue to help the animals in our community. 

I welcome the newly elected committee and look forward to a positive and prosperous 

new year. 

Rosey Skinner, Shelter Manager  

http://www.maaw.org.au
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Tis The Season To Be Grateful 

 

M 
AAW Op Shop has just passed its fifth anniversary. And although we forgot to celebrate, we 
are always mindful of the date and how every new year brings new opportunities for our shel-
ter. 

In 2022, you, our volunteers, customers, and community, outperformed the year before in 
contributing to our successes and to the future of our animal shelter.  

Through your commitment to the MAAW Op Shop, you've helped hundreds of animals to be well-fed, cared 
for by vets, and nurtured by our trained animal attendants  - all by supporting the MAAW Op. Shop Em-
pawrium. 

Over the past 12 months, the excellence of our donated goods has been unmistakable. Our devoted volun-
teers, valuers, staff and restorers have woven their magic on so many unique items giving them a second 
chance to be re-loved, re-gifted and re-homed. Of course, not all objects need the same care, but our atten-
tion is given to all our donations to ensure we maximise the opportunity to raise essential funds for the shel-
ter. 

Wills and Legacies through deceased estates, too, have contributed extensively to the shelter operations this 
year. There are always conflicting emotions of sadness and gratitude when this occurs, as we often know the 
donor. Their passing, coupled with their kindness, has, many times, indeed left us speechless.  

Our website has been another excellent platform for us to display our wares and collectables for those cus-
tomers unable to visit the shop. MAAW has a reputation for quality op shop goods, and also for our antiqui-
ties. Through the website, we have been able to sell books to America, art to Queensland, and even receive 
donations from interstate supporters.  

When Queen Elizabeth II passed away this year, MAAW received a large box of collectable royal tins from 
Queensland to add to our amazing window display, honouring Her Majesty's service.   

The website is not just a platform for sales; it also showcases the beautiful pets we have in our care which, in 
turn, assists MAAW with our high adoption rate and provides ease for families wanting to adopt. 

Our website has an online donation portal at https://maaw.org.au/products/donate-to-maaw  for anyone 
considering a New Year's resolution of donating to a great cause.  

We have donors who give monthly via the site and others who give one-off donations. All donations are wel-
come. You know you're on the right page when you see Muddy, our resident fluff who started his life as a 
dumped cat covered in mud, hence his name (pictured). He now helps MAAW in our donations’ department 
and thoroughly supports the concept of New Year's Resolutions, especially if it involves giving to MAAW.  

The staff and volunteers at MAAW Op. Shop Empawrium send thanks and gratitude to our customers, mem-

bers, and long-term supporters. We wish everyone a safe, happy and peaceful 2023.  

Tania Butterworth  

Op Shop Manager 

https://maaw.org.au/products/donate-to-maaw
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In 2022 MAAW received great help from many groups:- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAAW has been overwhelmed by the generosity of animal lovers and their families who have be-

queathed goods or cash to us.  

And every day private individuals drop off quality goods for sale in the Op Shop, including valuable 

collectables. People drop into the shelter with bedding, food, treats, and other goods for our ani-

mals. Crafty animal lovers make toys for the animals to give them joy and comfort when they are in 

the shelter.  

We cannot do without you.  The animals at MAAW thank you. 

ASQ ‘s Customer Rewards Program  

The families and staff at Ray Street 

Child Care Centre  

Commonwealth Bank, Castlemaine  

Animal Rescue Cooperative & Petbarn  

Pet Stock  

Top Dog  

Maxi IGA  

Healthy Pets  

Castlemaine Veterinary Clinic  

Harcourt CWA 

Waller Realty 

Domino’s Pizza 

Kowelec’s Bright Spark Sponsorship    

Rural & Outdoors 

Campbell’s Creek Post Office 

Bendigo Sheet Metal 

Aviva Knitting Group 

Pyrenees Premium Cuts 

Castlemaine Health 

Community Support  

E 
very year MAAW receives incredible support from our local community. From the per-

son who buys a small item at the MAAW Empawrium in Johnstone Street to the local 

businesses who make donations and offer collection points, every purchase and dona-

tion helps us to provide support and protection for the animals in our care. Our volun-

teers at the Op Shop are warmed by the number of customers who pop their change into the 

cash box, putting a few dollars towards pet food.  

Many residents think of MAAW when they are having a clear out at home. Items such as bedding, 

towels and even newspapers are essential items in the day to day running of the shelter.  

Among the numerous local businesses who help MAAW is the iconic Theatre Royal, spreading the 

word through onscreen advertising and promotion in their programs and webpage. 
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MAAW Committee 

 

T 
he MAAW committee for the coming 12 months was announced on Thursday, No-
vember 24 last year at our Annual General Meeting. There was no need for an elec-
tion as there was only one candidate for each position. 
 

The new committee is: - 
 
President - Steve Mann – President@maaw.org.au  
 
Vice President - Nat Thorpe – Vicepresident@maaw.org.au 
 
Treasurer - Janine Jeffs – Treasurer@maaw.org.au 
 
Secretary - Shirley Hardy-Rix – Secretary@maaw.org.au 
 
Ordinary members - Alesha Brown, Graham McFaul and Rosey Skinner. 
 
The new committee would like to thank the previous committee for their hard work this year.  
 

mailto:President@maaw.org.au
mailto:Vicepresident@maaw.org.au
mailto:Treasurer@maaw.org.au
mailto:Secretary@maaw.org.au
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