
  
 
Bordeaux 2022 vintage. 
 
 We would highly recommend this outstanding vintage for the future.  
 
Strong buy 
  
The wines have impressive concentration, with succulent yet disarmingly fresh fruit. They have high 
levels of ripe tannins and, at their best, a deftness that belies the heat of the vintage. Both sides of 
the Gironde produced brilliant wines and a few châteaux have produced wines that could prove to 
be their best ever. Conditions produced higher variation than is found in 2016 or 2019. There are 
stunning examples at every price point, with several affordable wines competing with and even 
besting first growths. There is no question that the 2022 vintage has produced some monumental 
wines, without doubt the best for a number of estates with early comparisons being made to the 
landmark 1982 vintage.  
  
Prices are per case 12/1 bottles, if you require any wines in magnums, double 
magnums,jeros,imperials please state on ordering, there will be a surcharge from the Chateaux for 
large format requests. 
Tasting notes are from The Wine Advocate RP, James Suckling & Neil Martin Vinous. 
  
Quantities are very limited this year so early ordering is recommended. 
  
Each year we find a wine under the radar, this year we have selected the following wine. 
  
Our value pick of the vintage is: 
10            cases Chateau Grand Puy Ducasse 2022 Pauillac                £395.00 per case 12 bottles 
Beautiful texture here. Tannins are dense and compact but finely polished and silky. Seamless and 
even with length and succulence. Medium- to full-bodied. Power with elegance. Endless for this. 
Finally, the best ever. 96-97/100 James Suckling   
  
Exceptional neighbourhood: Château Mouton Rothschild, Lafite and Pontet Canet 
The estate is farmed under reasoned agriculture and High Environmental Value (HVE) 
Château Grand-Puy Ducasse is recognized by the greatest tasters as one of the best Grands Crus of 
Pauillac 
The arrival of CA Grands Crus launched the rebirth of the estate. 
Grand-Puy Ducasse is often described as “the most Pauillac of all Pauillacs” thanks to its beautiful 
mosaic of parcels spread over the appellation’s iconic spots. 
  
  
St Estephe 
10            cases Chateau Cos D'Estournel 2022                                      £2350.00 per case 12 
bottles                    
The 2022 Cos d'Estournel unwinds in the glass with aromas of sweet berries, plum liqueur, and rich 
spices, followed by a full-bodied, broad-shouldered, and muscular palate that's rich and structured, 
with a ripe core of fruit and chewy tannins. Harvest dates were relatively early this year, and 
maturation is occurring in only 50% new oak; yet the 2022's chunky, glass-staining style makes it 
Ducru Beaucaillou's only rival for the title of most extracted second growth of the Médoc.93-95/100 
RP. 



  
  
  
5              cases Chateau Calon Segur 2022                                            £1380.00 per case 12 
bottles                          
The 2022 Calon-Ségur is another superb wine from this historic Saint-Estèphe third growth that 
began a comprehensive renaissance the better part of a decade ago. Unwinding in the glass with 
aromas of cassis and blackberries mingled with hints of fresh mint, burning embers, liquorice, and 
violets, it's medium to full-bodied, layered, and concentrated, with terrific depth at the core, supple 
tannins, and a long, saline finish. The blend consists of 57% Cabernet Sauvignon, 34% Merlot, 7% 
Cabernet Franc and 2% Petit Verdot. Vincent Millet observed that "when you tasted the Merlot, you 
were under the impression that you were tasting Cabernet." 96-98/100 RP. 
  
  
10            cases Chateau Montrose 2022                                                £2150.00 per case 12 
bottles                               
The 2022 Montrose is such a compelling wine that assigning it a bracketed score seems a mere 
formality. A brilliant terroir, impeccable viticulture, perfectly timed harvest dates and judicious 
extraction have aligned to deliver a monument in the making, reminiscent of a far purer, more 
precise, modern-day version of the 1990 vintage at this address. Unwinding in the glass with aromas 
of dark berries, cassis, violets, iris, pencil lead and cigar wrapper, it's full-bodied, deep, and 
authoritative, its velvety attack segueing into a layered, elegantly muscular core that's framed by 
supple, powdery tannins, concluding with a long, resonant finish. A blend of 66% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 25% Merlot, 8% Cabernet Franc and 1% Petit Verdot, this only confirms Montrose's 
status as a de facto first growth and unquestionably one of the contemporary Médoc's very greatest 
estates.99/100 RP. 
  
  
Pauillac 
10            cases Chateau Lynch Bages 2022                                           £1295.00 case 12 
bottles                                                         
One of the vintage's most powerful, muscular wines is the 2022 Lynch-Bages, a full-bodied, broad-
shouldered Pauillac that unfurls in the glass with aromas of cassis, cherries, mint, pencil shavings and 
petroleum jelly, framed by nicely integrated new oak. Liberally extracted, its deep core of fruit is 
underpinned by an imposing chassis of rich, powdery tannin and lively acids. Always rather 
forbidding from barrel, Lynch Bages always seems to come together in bottle, and the 2022 has the 
makings of another success for this address.93-96/100 RP. 
  
10            cases Chateau Duhart Milon 2022                                           £795.00 case 12 
bottles                         
The 2022 Duhart-Milon unwinds in the glass with aromas of dark berries, cedar box, loamy soil, 
herbs, and spices, followed by a medium to full-bodied, supple, and velvety palate with a broad 
attack that segues into a lively, nicely concentrated core of fruit, concluding with a youthfully firm 
finish.91-93/100 RP. 
  
  
20            cases Chateau Clerc Milon 2022                                             £850.00 case 12 
bottles                            
The 2022 Clerc Milon is beautiful, offering up aromas of cherries, raspberries and plums mingled 
with hints of pencil shavings and rose petals. Medium to full-bodied, layered, and concentrated, it's 



  
taut and lively, with a vibrant core of fruit framed by fine, chalky tannins. Its clay-limestone terroir 
lends it a distinctive signature that sets it apart from the rest of the portfolio 95/100 RP. 
  
  
20            cases Chateau Pontet Canet 2022                                           £1250.00 case 12 bottles 
What a finish on this Pontet-Canet. So much energy and brightness. It's full-bodied yet so tight and 
focused with superb fruit and transparency. It is racy and fine with super fine texture. It's like 
crushed cabernet sauvignon with cassis, tobacco and cigar box. Licorice and spices. Freshness of the 
seed. 57% cabernet sauvignon, 35% merlot, 4% cabernet franc, and 4% petit verdot. 99/100 JS 
  
  
10            cases Chateau Pichon Lalande 2022                                       £2250.00 case 12 
bottles                     
The 2022 Pichon Longueville Comtesse de Lalande is one wine where a comparison with this estate's 
magical 1982 doesn't appear to be far-fetched. Wafting from the glass with deep aromas of cassis, 
plums, violets, rose petals, tobacco leaf and pencil shavings, it's full-bodied, supple, and fleshy, with 
a layered, seamless core of fruit that largely conceals its chassis of powdery structuring tannin. 
Concluding with a long, expansive, and beautifully perfumed finish, it's a blend of 78% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 17% Merlot and 5% Cabernet Franc that has the potential to equal or even surpass the 
2019 and 2016 vintages at this address. It checks in at a very classical 13.6% alcohol and a rather 
high pH of 3.80. 97-99/100 RP 
  
  
10            cases Chateau Pichon Baron 2022                                          £1750.00 case 12 
bottles                       
An unusual gourmand, sensual wine from this estate, the 2022 Pichon-Longueville Baron bursts with 
aromas of crème de cassis, sweet dark berries, liquorice, lilac, and pencil shavings. On the palate, it's 
medium to full-bodied, layered, and velvety, with excellent concentration and a rather rich, supple 
profile. A blend of 81% Cabernet Sauvignon and 19% Merlot, it's the result of sub-block by sub-block 
picking and cooler than usual fermentation temperatures.95-97/100 RP 
  
10            cases Chateau Haut Batailley 2022                                          £595.00 case 12 
bottles                        
A blend of 70% Cabernet Sauvignon and 30% Merlot, the 2022 Haut-Batailley offers up aromas of 
sweet berries and plums mingled with licorice and pencil shavings. Medium to full-bodied, firm and 
structured, it's a serious, rather muscular and extracted wine that begins to nod toward its 
stablemate Lynch Bages in style.91-93+/100 RP. 
  
  
10            cases Chateau Grand Puy Lacoste 2022                                  £780.00 case 12 bottles               
A blend of 79% Cabernet Sauvignon and 21% Merlot, the 2022 Grand-Puy-Lacoste is a brilliant classic 
in the making, wafting from the glass with aromas of dark berries, violets, and pencil shavings, 
followed by a medium to full-bodied, layered and concentrated palate that exhibits beautiful 
structural refinement and purity of fruit. Classy and integrated, it is somewhat reminiscent of a 
modern-day and less forbiddingly structured version of this estate's brilliant 1982.95-97/100 RP. 
  
  
5              cases Chateau Mouton Rothschild 2022                                   £6800.00 case 12 
bottles                 



  
A brilliant wine that likely sits somewhere between the 2019 and 2020 in quality, the 2022 Mouton 
Rothschild is a blend of 92% Cabernet Sauvignon and 8% Merlot. Unwinding in the glass with 
complex aromas of minty cassis, cigar wrapper, violets, and subtle hints of loamy soil, it's full-bodied, 
deep, and concentrated, with a layered core of fruit and a fleshy, elegantly muscular profile. Broad-
shouldered and seamless, it concludes with a long, resonant finish. This year the grand vin 
represents some 49% of the estate's production.96-99/100 RP. 
  
5              cases Chateau Lafite Rothschild 2022                                     £7850.00 case 12 bottles                  
A blend of 94% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Merlot and 1% Petit Verdot, the 2022 Lafite Rothschild 
unwinds in the glass with aromas of dark berries, cassis, sweet soils tones, cigar box and lilac. 
Medium to full-bodied, it's the most tensile of the first growths this year, with a layered, 
concentrated but youthfully introverted mid-palate, lively acids, and a long, saline finish. It checks in 
at a rather high pH of 3.85, which belies its incisive profile, from a harvest that extended from 
August 31 to September 24. 95-97+/100 RP 
  
  
10            cases Carruades de Lafite Rothschild 2022                              £3000.00 case 12 bottles            
Aromas of sweet cherries and berries mingled with hints of cedar box, loamy soil, warm spices, 
violets, and orange zest introduce the 2022 Carruades de Lafite, a medium to full-bodied, bright, and 
velvety blend of 53% Cabernet Sauvignon, 40% Merlot, 4% Cabernet Franc and 3% Petit 
Verdot. 93/100 RP 
  
  
St Julien 
10            cases Chateau Leoville Lascases 2022                                    £3400.00 case 12 bottles                  
One of the wines of the vintage this year is the 2022 Léoville Las Cases, a monument in the making 
that combines unerring classicism with unusual sensuality and charm by the standards of this 
estate's sometimes youthfully forbidding wines. Exhibiting deep aromas of dark berries, violets, 
pencil lead, rose petals and tobacco leaf, it's full-bodied, deep, and multidimensional, with terrific 
concentration, beautiful purity of fruit, abundant but refined tannins and a long, vibrant finish. On 
the several occasions that I tasted it, the 2022 was surprisingly open for a young Las Cases, but it 
wouldn't surprise me if it were to shut down after a few years in bottle. It's a blend of 83.5% 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 10.5% Cabernet Franc and 6% Merlot.98-100/100RP. 
  
  
10            cases Chateau Leoville Poyferre 2022                                     £1150.00 case 12 
bottles                   
The 2022 Léoville Poyferré has turned out very nicely, offering up aromas of crème de cassis, 
cherries, violets, and creamy new oak, followed by a medium to full-bodied, rich and fleshy palate 
that's ripe but lively, with supple tannins and a long, vanillin-inflected finish. This year, the team 
began picking their Merlot comparatively early and didn't perform a saignée (tank bleed), given the 
natural concentration of the vintage, though it remains the most flamboyant and demonstrative of 
the three Léoville estates, seeing some 80% new oak with malolactic fermentation in barrique for 
the new barrels. It will be a blend of 58% Cabernet Sauvignon, 34% Merlot and the balance Cabernet 
Franc and Petit Verdot.94-96/100 RP. 
  
  
10            cases Chateau Leoville Barton 2022                                        £995.00 case 12 
bottles                     



  
One of the stars of the Médoc and a wine likely to equal or surpass its 2019 and 2016 counterparts, 
the 2022 Léoville Barton unwinds in the glass with deep aromas of cassis, pencil shavings, spices, and 
tobacco leaf, followed by a medium to full-bodied, deep, and layered palate that's vibrant, pure and 
seamless, with beautifully classy tannins and a long, penetrating finish. The 2022 is a blend of 83% 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 11.5% Merlot and 5.5% Cabernet Franc; and it's the first vintage produced in 
the estate's new winery, which more than doubled the number of vats, permitting sub-plot by sub-
plot harvesting and vinification, along with a number of other technical improvements which 
translate into enhanced purity and precision 96-97+/100 RP. 
  
  
10            cases Chateau Langoa Barton 2022                                        £495.00 case 12 
bottles                       
The first vintage produced in the estate's new winery, which more than doubled the number of vats, 
permitting sub-plot by sub-plot vinification, the brilliant 2022 Langoa Barton offers up aromas of 
dark berries, cassis, violets, and cigar wrapper, followed by a medium to full-bodied, deep, and 
fleshy palate endowed with terrific depth and tension. Polished and penetrating, it should match or 
even surpass the 2019 and 2016 vintages, and it is sure to be one of the more intelligent purchases 
of the en primeur campaign.93-95+/100 RP. 
  
  
10            cases Chateau Talbot 2022                                                     £650.00 case 12 
bottles                                    
The 2022 Talbot is especially impressive, and if it fulfills all its promise, it is likely to emerge as this 
large Saint-Julien property's most exciting wine since the 1980s. Unwinding in the glass with aromas 
of cherries, blackberries and cassis mingled with hints of violets and pencil lead, it's medium to full-
bodied, velvety and concentrated, with a layered core of fruit, rich structuring tannins and a long, 
lively finish. It's a blend of 70% Cabernet Sauvignon, 25% Merlot and 5% Petit Verdot that's being 
matured in 60% new oak.93-95/100 RP. 
  
  
10            cases Chateau Lagrange 2022                                                £550.00 case 12 
bottles                              
The 2022 Lagrange is brilliant, ranking alongside the 2020, 2019 and 2016 as one of this over-
performing estate's finest recent vintages. Revealing aromas of dark cherries, cassis, violets, and 
pencil shavings, it's medium to full-bodied, velvety and layered, with a deep core of fruit, beautifully 
refined but youthfully assertive tannins and a long, mouthwatering finish. It's a blend of 86% 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 12% Merlot and 2% Petit Verdot with a very healthy pH of 3.63.94-96+/100 RP. 
  
  
20            cases Chateau Beychevelle 2022                                            £1095.00 case 12 
bottles                          
Unwinding in the glass with aromas of dark berries, cherries and cassis mingled with hints of violets 
and licorice, framed by creamy new oak, the 2022 Beychevelle is medium to full-bodied, velvety, and 
layered, with a fleshy core of fruit framed by rich, unusually suave and polished tannins in the 
context of recent vintages at this address. It's a blend of 64% Cabernet Sauvignon, 42% Merlot and 
4% Petit Verdot, with a pH of 3.85, quite typical for this address.92-94/100 RP. 
  
  



  
10            cases Chateau Branaire Ducru 2022                                        £550.00 case 12 
bottles                      
A brilliant wine that's the finest young vintage I've tasted at this Saint-Julien estate, the 2022 
Branaire-Ducru wafts from the glass with aromas of violets, blackberries, sweet cassis, liquorice, and 
pencil shavings, followed by a medium to full-bodied, layered and multidimensional palate that's 
succulent, sapid and perfumed, framed by supple tannins and concluding with a long, 
mouthwatering finish. It's a blend of 60.5% Cabernet Sauvignon, 31.5% Merlot, 5.5% Cabernet Franc 
and 2.5% Petit Verdot that checks in at a healthy pH of 3.65. Why is it so good this year? In addition 
to the quality of the vintage, the new gravity-flow winery means fruit can be handled more gently, 
and picked more precisely, sub-block by sub-block, as the team now have fully 63 vats at their 
disposal, almost double their capacity through 2020. Given the Maroteaux family's sensible 
approach to pricing, this is likely to number among the must-purchase wines of the 2022 vintage, 
and it comes warmly recommended. 93-94/100 RP 
  
  
10            cases Chateau Gruaud Larose 2022                                        £950.00 case 12 
bottles                      
The progress at this estate continues with the terrific 2022 Gruaud Larose, a blend of 83% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 14% Merlot and 3% Cabernet Franc that unfurls in the glass with deep aromas of minty 
blackberries, violets, and pencil shavings. Medium to full-bodied, deep, and layered, it's elegantly 
muscular, with a broad attack that segues into a concentrated mid-palate framed by supple, 
powdery tannins. Richer and more brooding than its 2020 and 2019 counterparts, it confirms 
Gruaud's return to the Saint-Julien élite. Around one-third of the production made it into the grand 
vin this year, the château's first with organic certification.94-96+/100 RP. 
  
  
10            cases Chateau Ducru Beaucaillou 2022                                   £2450.00 case 12 bottles                 
One of the Médoc's most powerful wines this year is the 2022 Ducru-Beaucaillou, a blend of 82% 
Cabernet Sauvignon and 18% Merlot that opens in the glass with aromas of dark cherries and berries 
mingled with pencils shavings, vanilla pod, and spices. Full-bodied, broad-shouldered, and muscular, 
with a core of ripe but lively fruit underpinned by a chassis of powdery, liberally extracted tannin 
that asserts itself on the finish, it's a punchy, modern Saint-Julien reminiscent of a hypothetical blend 
of the 2018 and 2020.94-96/100 RP. 
  
  
Margaux 
10            cases Chateau Palmer 2022                                                    £3850.00 case 12 
bottles                                 
As is the case at neighbor Château Margaux, the 2022 Palmer is one of the most powerful wines this 
estate has ever produced. A blend of 51% Cabernet Sauvignon, 45% Merlot and 4% Petit Verdot, it 
offers up aromas of blackberries, burning embers, violets, iris, and sweet soil tones, followed by a 
full-bodied, broad, and expansive palate, its velvety attack segueing into a rich and layered core. 
Supple, seamless, and concentrated, it checks in at 14.4% alcohol and a rather high pH of 3.79. 95-
97/100 RP 
  
3              cases Chateau Margaux 2022                                                 £7300.00 case 12 
bottles                               
A blend of 92% Cabernet Sauvignon, 6% Merlot and 2% Cabernet Franc, 2022 Château Margaux is 
one of the most powerful wines ever produced at this estate, wafting from the glass with aromas of 



  
crème de cassis, dark berries, violets, burning embers, smoked tea, and exotic spices. Full-bodied, 
deep, and layered, it's rich, velvety, and seamless, with a bright core of fruit and a long, heady finish. 
With the highest analytical measure of tannins since 2010, and an alcohol level a touch above 14%, 
this is certainly a larger-scaled Château Margaux, yet at this early stage, everything appears to be 
kept in check.-96-97+/100 RP. 
  
5              cases Pavillon Rouge 2022                                                     £2200.00 case 12 
bottles                                   
The 2022 Pavillon Rouge is deep and perfumed, wafting from the glass with notions of cherries, 
raspberry preserve, lilac, violets, and spices, followed by a medium to full-bodied, velvety, and 
concentrated palate that's deep, rich, and vibrant, with a tannic grain that resembles the grand vin 
this year. It represents just under a third of the estate's production. 92-94/100 RP 
  
10            cases Chateau D’Issan 2022                                                   £695.00 case 12 
bottles                                   
The 2022 D'Issan is a lovely wine that will delight Médoc purists, wafting from the glass with aromas 
of sweet berries, burning embers, violets, and loamy soil. Medium to full-bodied, fleshy, and layered, 
with velvety tannins and a deep core of vibrant fruit, it's a blend of 55% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% 
Merlot and the balance Cabernet Franc, Malbec, and Petit Verdot. The estate is now equipped with a 
battery of 20-hectoliter tanks, permitting sub-plot by sub-plot harvesting this year. 93-95/100 RP 
  
  
10            cases Chateau Rausan Segla 2022                                         £1295.00 case 12 
bottles                       
The 2022 Rauzan-Ségla is a beautifully sensual, charming wine, bursting with aromas of cherries, 
dark berries and plums mingled with hints of violets, sweet loamy soil, and pencil shavings. Medium 
to full-bodied, deep, and layered, it's fleshy and enveloping, with an ample core of vibrant fruit, 
supple tannins, and a long, succulent finish. The 2022 is a blend of 72% Cabernet Sauvignon, 26% 
Merlot and 2% Petit Verdot; and in 2022, the east-facing sides of the vines, which see the afternoon 
sun, were picked separately, along with anything that showed signs of stress.-96-97/100 RP. 
  
  
10            cases Chateau Giscours 2022                                                 £660.00 case 12 
bottles                                
With the 2022 Giscours, this estate takes another step up, delivering a deep and characterful wine 
redolent of cherries, dark berries, violets, peony, and forest floor. Medium to full-bodied, broad 
shouldered and layered, it's deep and elegantly muscular, with impressive concentration, abundant 
but refined tannins and a structural authority reminiscent of the great Giscours vintages of the 
1970s. Why is it so good? There are many reasons, but one is the high proportion of old vines—
almost 60% of the blend deriving from vines that are over 50 years old—in a vintage that favored 
vines with deep, well-established root systems. Another is the increasing precision of harvesting at 
this address: Giscours's old vines are frequently co-planted with younger replacements that have 
filled any gaps in the ranks over the years; so, blocks are now picked in two or three passages 
instead of all at once, with the younger vines picked first. 94-96+/100 RP 
  
Graves 
5            cases Chateau La Mission Haut Brion 2022                               £3700.00 case 12 bottles 
The 2022 La Mission Haut-Brion is matured in 70% new oak. It has a very refined bouquet with 
mineral-driven dark berry fruit, hints of Earl Grey and freshly rolled tobacco, focused with exquisite 



  
delineation. The palate is medium bodied with pliant tannins that still provide the backbone to what 
is the most elegant La Missions that I have tasted at this stage. It is harmonious and silky toward its 
extremely persistent finish. At the moment, it has got its nose just in front of its First Growth 
sibling...at least at the moment. For sure, it's going to be one of the standouts of the 2022 vintage. 
2029-2065. 97/100 Neil Martin 
  
  
5            cases Chateau Haut Brion 2022                                                £6995.00 case 12 bottles  
The 2022 Haut-Brion, matured in 70% new oak, represents the 99th vintage under three generations 
of the Delmas family (see my recently published book for a remarkable photo of the first). It has 
slightly darker fruit than the La Mission at the moment. Incense and potpourri infuse the black plum 
and bilberry. There's a touch of brine in the background. It manifests more and more complexity as it 
opens in the glass. The palate is medium-bodied and is blessed with unerring symmetry. It has a 
bewitching granular texture, complex and more focused than recent vintages, and comes across as 
almost pixelated on the finish. Quintessential Haut-Brion. Magnificent, but not necessarily the best 
wine that Delmas oversaw in this vintage. 2030-2065 96-98/100 Neil Martin 
  
  
10            cases Domaine de Chevalier 2022                                           £795.00 case 12 
bottles                        
A blend of 65% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% Merlot, 3% Petit Verdot and 2% Cabernet Franc, the 2022 
Domaine de Chevalier delivers aromas of minty dark berries, cherries and ripe plums mingled with 
hints of liquorice, coniferous forest, and spices. Medium to full-bodied, it’s concentrated and 
layered, textured and elegant, framed by powdery tannins and concluding with a long, penetrating, 
long finish. Olivier Bernard and his team have crafted an outstanding wine that will bear a special 
label commemorating his 40th vinification at this Péssac-Léognan reference point.-94-96/100 RP. 
  
  
10            cases Chateau Haut Bailly 2022                                              £1600.00 case 12 
bottles                             
The 2022 Haut-Bailly offers up aromas of dark berries complemented by accents of iris, lilac, rose 
petals, graphite, and liquorice. Medium to full-bodied, dense, and concentrated, dense, it's layered 
and textural, with a deep core of fruit, powdery tannins and a penetrating, saline finish. Vinified 
along traditional lines, it is a structured wine that will take some time to hit its stride, but at this 
early stage it appears suppler and more seamless than its 2020 and 2019 predecessors. A blend of 
56% Cabernet Sauvignon, 37% Merlot, 5% Petit Verdot and 2% Cabernet Franc from grapes picked 
from September 7 to 27, it's maturing half in new barriques and half in one- or two-year-old 
barrels.94-96/100 RP. 
  
  
5              cases Chateau Pape Clement 2022                                         £895.00 case 12 
bottles                       
Revealing aromas of blueberries, cassis, spring flowers and toasty new oak, the 2022 Pape Clément 
is full-bodied, broad, and textural, with a rich, layered core of super-ripe fruit framed by liberally 
extracted tannins that assert themselves on the firm, lavishly oaky finish. This is a flamboyant, 
unabashedly modern-styled Pape Clément that will need several years in the cellar to blossom. It's a 
blend of 60% Merlot and 40% Cabernet Sauvignon.-92-94/100 RP 
  
  



  
10            cases Chateau Smith Haut Lafitte 2022                                    £1550.00 case 12 
bottles                 
The 2022 Smith Haut Lafitte opens in the glass with attractive aromas of cassis, spices, tobacco, 
graphite and licorice, followed by a medium to full-bodied palate that is deep and layered, with good 
depth and powdery structuring tannins that assert themselves on the finish. This blend of 65% 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 32% Merlot, 3% Cabernet Franc and 1% Petit Verdot will require some 
patience, given its somewhat extracted style.-94-95/100 RP 
  
  
St Emilion 
5              cases Chateau Figeac 2022                                                    £3450.00 case 12 
bottles                                   
A blend of 35% Merlot, 34% Cabernet Franc and 31% Cabernet Sauvignon, the 2022 Figeac is a 
brilliant wine with which to celebrate this property's elevation to Premier Grand Cru Classé "A" 
status. Wafting from the glass with aromas of raspberries and cassis mingled with notions of iris, 
forest floor, cigar wrapper and pencil lead, it's medium to full-bodied, pure and perfumed, with a 
deep and multidimensional core of fruit, bright acids and beautifully refined tannins. Serious yet 
civilized, it's the quintessential Figeac, testament to the late Thierry Manoncourt's vision to plant 
such a large proportion of Cabernet, and on drought-resistant rootstocks. Such is the inherent 
complexity of Figeac's terroirs that harvest took place sub-block by sub-block between September 
1st and 25th. Congratulations are in order for the Manoncourt family, director Frédéric Faye, 
consulting winemaker Thomas Duclos and all their team.-98-100/100 RP 
   
5              cases Chateau Tertre Roteboeuf 2022                                     £2750.00 case 12 
bottles                  
Both the suavest and the most exotic cuvée in the Mitjaville portfolio, the 2022 Le Tertre Roteboeuf 
is a full-bodied, supple, and fleshy wine evocative of blackberries, espresso roast, rose petals, spices, 
and smoked meats. Concentrated, refined and seamless, it concludes with a long, aromatic finish. 
Readers might think of it as a cousin of the 2009 vintage, with its sweetness of fruit but rather 
ethereal, harmonious profile, which stands in contrast with more overtly powerful years, such as 
2020 or 2010. 95-97/100 RP 
   
5              cases Chateau Cheval Blanc 2022                                           £7600.00 case 12 
bottles                      
One of the stars of the vintage is the striking 2022 Cheval Blanc, a blend of 53% Merlot, 46% 
Cabernet Franc and 1% Cabernet Sauvignon that bursts from the glass with aromas of mulberries, 
cherries and wild berries mingled with mint, orange zest, pencil lead, vine smoke and exotic spices. 
Medium to full-bodied, velvety, and layered, it's rich and gourmand, with beautifully refined tannins, 
lively acids and a long, saline, pungently perfumed finish. Harvest began on 29 August, with all the 
Merlot picked before the month was out, and the result is a wine that is as vibrant as it is lavish.-97-
99+/100 RP 
  
3              cases Chateau Angelus 2022                                                  £4650.00 case 12 
bottles                                
This estate's shift in the direction of gentler extraction and more reductive, less overtly oaky élevage 
continues, and this extreme vintage only underlines that. Fermented at cool temperatures (20 to 23 
degrees Celsius), and with an increasing proportion of the wine's Cabernet Franc component 
matured in large wooden foudres, the 2022 Angélus wafts from the glass with deep aromas of dark 
berries and cherries mingled with hints of iris, liquorice, and pencil lead. Full-bodied, deep, and 



  
seamless, with a layered core of cool, vibrant fruit, powdery tannins, and a long, saline finish, it's a 
brilliant young wine in the making. The 2022 is a blend of 53% Merlot, 46% Cabernet Franc and 1% 
Petit Verdot.-96-98/100 RP. 
  
10            cases Chateau Pavie 2022                                                      £3950.00 case 12 bottles 
The 2022 Pavie was picked from 19 September to 1 October at 31hL/ha and matured in 75% new 
oak. The estate now comprises 42 hectares as it has absorbed Pavie-Decesse and Bellevue-
Mondotte, ergo, these names are no more. This demonstrates a little over-ripeness on the nose: 
macerated black cherries, kirsch, cassis, and a touch of fresh prune. Does that translate across onto 
the palate? Actually, no. It is undoubtedly decadent and rich, but it retains balance and delivers a 
very velvety texture, with mouth-filling tannins. Powerful and yet undeniably harmonious, it feels 
plush and luxuriant on the finish, with a touch of dark chocolate lingering on the aftertaste. I am 
intrigued to revisit this after bottling and, because of the aromatics and not the palate, I err on the 
side of caution, though repouring, it feels slightly fresher. 14.47% alcohol. NB It comes in a specially 
designed engraved bottle without a label. 2030-2065 93-95/100 NM 
  
5              cases Chateau Troplong Mondot 2022                                     £1450.00 case 12 
bottles                   
A wine that transcended both my lofty expectations and anything produced at this address in the 
last 50 years, the 2022 Troplong Mondot realizes all the potential of this striking terroir. Unwinding 
in the glass with aromas of dark berries, cherries, exotic spices, bay leaf, and orange zest, it's full-
bodied, deep and multidimensional, with incredible concentration without weight, supple tannins 
and a seamless, complete profile, concluding with a long, saline finish. All the work of the last few 
years in the vineyards and winery makes itself felt, as Troplong Mondot's vineyards took the hot, dry 
conditions in their stride, and the quality of the fruit that they produced has been preserved by a 
gentle vinification and a discreet élevage, featuring only 55% new oak and some 20% of the volume 
in large foudres.-96-100/100 RP. 
  
5              cases Chateau Canon 2022                                                    £1695.00 case 12 
bottles                                  
From an estate that is delivering its greatest run of vintages since the superb Post War series that 
preceded the frosts of 1956, the 2022 Canon is a magical wine that will be worth every effort to 
track down. Wafting from the glass with aromas of dark berries, wild plums and cherries mingled 
with hints of bay leaf, spices, and violets, it's full-bodied, layered, and multidimensional, with huge 
levels of concentration, vibrant acids, and beautifully refined tannins. Concluding with a long, saline 
finish, this pure, perfumed and ineffably complete Canon is built for the ages, even if its structural 
polish is such that it will be approachable at a surprisingly early age. 99-100/100 RP 
   
Pomerol 
5              cases Chateau L'Evangile 2022                                               £3000.00 case 12 
bottles                             
Given the young average age of this estate's vineyards, its well-draining soils, and the extreme 
vintage, I was a little apprehensive; but the technical team evidently took the conditions in their 
stride, harvesting the east-facing side of the vines (which sees the hottest afternoon sun) four days 
earlier. The resulting 2022 L'Evangile is beautiful, offering up aromas of raspberries, vine smoke, 
black truffles, violets and gravely soil. Medium to full-bodied, supple, and velvety, it's seamless and 
polished, with a bright core of fruit and powdery tannins that temper 2022's inherent sweetness of 
fruit to sophisticated effect. At this early stage, it appears that the estate's progress with regards to 
élevage continues too, as Evangile's creamy oak signature is much released, allowing the fruit—and 



  
this superb terroir—to take center stage. It's a blend of 82% Merlot, 17.5% Cabernet Franc and 0.5% 
Cabernet Sauvignon.95-97/100 RP. 
  
10            cases Chateau La Conseillante 2022                                       £3000.00 case 12 
bottles                    
The 2022 La Conseillante is a remarkable wine that has the potential to emerge as one of the wines 
of the vintage. A blend of 87% Merlot and 13% Cabernet Franc, it unfurls in the glass with deep 
aromas of black raspberries and mulberries mingled with notions of rose petals, violets, orange zest 
and mint. Medium to full-bodied, deep, and layered, it's velvety and enveloping, with a textural 
attack that segues into a multidimensional mid-palate that's framed by sweet, powdery tannins, 
concluding with a long, saline finish. Checking in at a very healthy pH of 3.65 and 14% alcohol, it is a 
beautifully supple, suave wine that retains all this estate's signature elegance but in a slightly 
deeper-pitched and broader-shouldered format than the profound 2020. Congratulations to 
winemaker Marielle Cazaux, consulting enologist Thomas Duclos, the Nicolas family led by Jean-
Valmy, and all the team at La Conseillante who have firmly established this estate at the very top of 
Pomerol's qualitative hierarchy in recent vintages. 97-100/100 RP 
  
  
5              cases Vieux Chateau Certan 2022                                           £4250.00 case 12 
bottles                        
A blend of 75% Merlot, 20% Cabernet Franc and 5% Cabernet Sauvignon (very similar to the 2019), 
the 2022 Vieux Château Certan is a magical wine of exemplary harmony and balance. Offering up 
complex aromas of dark berries and cherries mingled with notions of exotic spices, liquorice, iris, 
violets, and loamy soil, it's full-bodied, supple, and seamless, its sweet structuring tannins entirely 
concealed by a multidimensional core of pure, vibrant fruit. This sensual, perfumed Pomerol is likely 
to rank alongside the 2019 and 2016 in the pantheon of recent Vieux Château Certan vintages.97-
99/100 RP. 
  
2              cases Chateau Trotanoy 2022                                                 £3600.00 case 12 bottles 
The 2022 Trotanoy offers up rich aromas of blackberries, cherries, liquorice, and sweet spices, 
followed by a full-bodied, rich, and tannic palate that's broad shouldered, powerful and 
concentrated. As ever, this is the most muscular, structured, robust wine in the Mouiex portfolio, a 
shorter than usual maceration notwithstanding, and it will require patience.94-95+/100 RP. 
  
2              cases Chateau L’Eglise Clinet 2022                                         £3650.00 case 12 bottles  
The 2022 L'Eglise-Clinet was picked from 3 to 9 September for the Merlot and the Cabernet Franc on 
5 and 9 September, matured in 85% new oak. It has an exquisitely defined bouquet with succinct 
floral, pressed iris and clay notes percolating through the black fruit. With breathtaking focus, these 
scents seem to cast a spell over you. The palate is medium-bodied with slightly chalky tannins that 
frame the mineral-laden, peppery black fruit. There's not a hair out of place, exuding the essence of 
this Pomerol estate with an exceptionally long, intense and paradoxically tender finish. It's a wine 
that may leave you spellbound...just like this barrel sample. 2032-2075 98-100/100 Neil 
Martin                    
  
3              cases Chateau Clinet 2022                                                      £1200.00 case 12 
bottles                                     
A blend of 80% Merlot and 20% Cabernet Sauvignon that represents the earliest harvest in this 
estate's history (beginning on September 6), the 2022 Clinet is a success, offering up aromas of 
cherries and dark berries mingled with hints of spices and a discreet patina of new oak. Medium to 



  
full-bodied, ample, and layered, it's impressively vibrant, with a rich core of fruit framed by powdery 
tannins from judicious extraction. This has more in common with the more refined 2018 and 2019 
vintages at this address than with the powerhouse 2020, and that is no mean feat in an even more 
extreme vintage. Bravo to Ronan Laborde and his team. 94-96+/100 RP 
  
All wines will be shipped in Spring 2025 
All wines are offered subject unsold and to final confirmation. 
Wines are offered in bond, London, UK duty & Vat will be invoiced in 2025 for all deliveries within 
the UK. Worldwide shipping can be arranged. 
E&OE 
George/Piers/Henry 
 


