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For the love
of pecans

By JeriLynn Thorpe
Correspondent

For local pecan farmer
Mark Friesenhahn, the nuts
aren't just a hobby, they are
a way of life.

"It's serious work, but I
don't like fishing. I never
played golf. Heaven for-
bid you ever find me in a
pair of tennis shorts. That
would be something. It
just doesn't compute," said
Friesenhahn, owner of
Cnmal Ppran Farm "
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For local pecan farmer
Mark Friesenhahn, the nuts
aren't just a hobby, they are
a way of life.

"It's serious work, but I
don't like fishing. I never
played golf. Heaven for-
bid you ever find me in a
pair of tennis shorts. That
would be something. It
just doesn't compute," said
Friesenhahn, owner of
Comal Pecan Farm. "Every-
body does their own thing.
I like working on this stuff."
- The "staff' entails man-
aging his 2,500 pecan tree
farm of which production
has supplied pecan lovers
with in-shell and cracked
pecans since 2014. On Mon-
day, Sept. 25, Friesenhahn's
farm will get a little sweeter
with the addition of a retail
store featuring pecan treats.
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Guadalupe Gomez, plant operator at the Comal Pecan Farm, sorts out unsuitable Pawnee pecans. MARK WILSON | Herald-Zeitung
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"You know how it
works. If you don't have
a shiny, bright storefront,
it doesn't work very well,"
Friesenhahn said. "So
that's what we are doing
now. We fixed this (store)
up and we started selling
them in-shell and crack-
ing them for the customers
three years ago."

But pecan fans will now
have more than 20 items to

where his German family
resided, near John Paul II
Catholic High School. Af-
ter working for 38 years as
an engineer for Exxon, he
retired in 2010, but has re-
mained the same self-enti-
tled "workaholic squared."

"I bought a farm instead
of buying a bigger house,"
he said, adding that he
and his wife reside on the
property. "Once you dive
off that cliff, that's the bed
you build. You got to live
in it. Hardly anyone is do-
ing this pecan business. It's

spraying for pests, fungus
and nutrients, fertilize and
water, and you make that
process work all year long,"
he said. "Every day is Mon-
day if you're not careful."

The pecans are ready to
harvest beginning in late
September through ear-
ly November. The nuts
are taken off the trees by
a shaker machine, picked
up by a pecan harvester,
cleaned, dried and then
sacked for sales.

Each year yields Frie-
senhahn roughly 1,000

tory here. A serious work
ethic of people who never
say never. If something
needs to be done, they did
it," Friesenhahn said. "You
don't build things crooked
in the German commu-
nity. Those traits relate
straight to farming."

As an engineer, Friesen-
hahn said his craftsman-
ship also has played a role
into creating his farming
machinery, often building
the equipment on his own.

Unlike the earlier gen-
erations of farming, Frie-
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"You know how it
works. If you don't have
a shiny, bright storefront,
it doesn't work very well,"
Friesenhahn said. "So
that's what we are doing
now. We fixed this (store)
up and we started selling
them in-shell and crack-
ing them for the customers
three years ago."

But pecan fans will now
have more than 20 items to
choose from in the farm's
retail store. From white
chocolate pecans, pecan
brittle, a Chisholm Trail
snack mix and pecan pick-
er-uppers, most treats are
made from the Comal Pe-
can Farm's harvest. Virgin
pecan oil and balsamic vin-
egar from Kinloch Planta-
tion Products in Louisiana
also will be available.

"Basically what we've
done is we are adding the
retail candies and oils and
small hand pickers that
people ask for in addition
to pecans," Friesenhahn
said.

Friesenhahn, 67, created
the current-day farm in
1989 on land adjacent to

where his German family
resided, near John Paul II
Catholic High School. Af-
ter working for 38 years as
an engineer for Exxon, he
retired in 2010, but has re-
mained the same self-enti-
tled "workaholic squared."

"I bought a farm instead
of buying a bigger house,"
he said, adding that he
and his wife reside on the
property. "Once you dive
off that cliff, that's the bed
you build. You got to live
in it. Hardly anyone is do-
ing this pecan business. It's
a pretty long-term serious
commitment. Not cheap
either."

The commitment is
year-round work split be-
tween Friesenhahn and
one other full-time em-
ployee to produce the
high-quality pecans — in
Friesenhahn's case, Paw-
nee, Cheyenne, Wichita
and Kiowa varieties.

Beginning with the wa-
tering, Friesenhahn creat-
ed an irrigation system that
delivers natural rainfall
to the orchard floor. The
pecan trees were planted
about 30 feet apart over 60
acres of land.

"Then you spend the
whole year pruning early,

spraying for pests, fungus
and nutrients, fertilize and
water, and you make that
process work all year long,"
he said. "Every day is Mon-
day if you're not careful."

The pecans are ready to
harvest beginning in late
September through ear-
ly November. The nuts
are taken off the trees by
a shaker machine, picked
up by a pecan harvester,
cleaned, dried and then
sacked for sales.

Each year yields Frie-
senhahn roughly 1,000
pounds of pecans per acre
on his 50 acres in produc-
tion.

"It's all at the microscop-
ic level," Friesenhahn said.
"You can't macromanage
these farms. I've tried and
made mistakes. You can
get by, but you won't be as
successful as Joe down the
street at the next farm."

Friesenhahn credits his
work ethic to his German
heritage — fifth generation
Friesenhahn. His German
family has lived and culti-
vated the surrounding land
for farming since the mid-
1800s, but he is the first pe-
can grower.

"There is a pretty serious
German heritage and his-

tory here. A serious work
ethic of people who never
say never. If something
needs to be done, they did
it," Friesenhahn said. "You
don't build things crooked
in the German commu-
nity. Those traits relate
straight to farming."

As an engineer, Friesen-
hahn said his craftsman-
ship also has played a role
into creating his farming
machinery, often building
the equipment on his own.

Unlike the earlier gen-
erations of farming, Frie-
senhahn said that science
also plays a large role in
his farm's success — even
using a pheromone trap to
test for the highly destruc-
tive casebearer bug.

"We are having fun here.
I like doing a lot of this
stuff," he said. "It's a pas-
sion. A commitment. You
got to get up some morn-
ings and say 'I'm tired', but
you got to do it. Put my ten-
nis shoes on and go. The bill
collectors are coming."

The Comal Pecan Farm
retail store is open from
1 to 6 p.m. on Mondays
through Fridays and from
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Satur-
days at 231 High Creek
Road in New Braunfels.
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