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Introduction 

 

Bonsai is a fascinating art-form that combines horticultural techniques and Asian aesthetics in a 

unique way. The art originates in the Chinese empire and was copied and adapted by the Japanese 

to what we know now as Bonsai trees. Literally translated "bon-sai" means "planted in a container". 

 

In our tropical country, plants grow so fast that we don’t have to grow so fast that we don’t have 

to wait for many years for making Bonsai. A Plant can be trained or designed for a good Bonsai 

even within three to four years. In cold countries, the same result will come out in twice the time 

due to slow growth of plants. 

Bonsai Soil 

A right preparation of soil will always keep Bonsai healthy. If soil preparation is not good, the 

plant will not grow healthy roots will start rotting, leaves will fall and ultimately the plant will 

die.  

Characteristics of good bonsai soil 

 (a) Enough porosity to hold the air for roots.  

(b) Ability to hold moisture for one day, but not for many days  

(c) Ability to keep nutrients for plants for long time.  

(d) Good drainage so that excess water will come out at the time of watering the Bonsai 
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Soil preparation 

Method 1 

Ordinary Garden soil available in garden, forest, etc. Qty- 3 Parts by Volume 

 2. Cow dung manure Qty- 3 Parts by Volume  

3. Brick Pieces of size 2 mm to 4 mm thickness Qty- 2 Parts by Volume  

Method 2  

1. Ordinary Garden soil available in garden, forest, etc. Qty- 3 Parts by Volume 

 2. Cow dung manure Qty- 3 Parts by Volume  

3. Thick River Sand Qty- 3 Parts by Volume 

Preparation of garden soil  

It is always better to dig soil near the roots of any established tree. This soil contains more 

humus, which is good for plants. Before using soil, make it completely dry and then crush all the 

particles which are larger than 5 mm. After crushing sift the soil through a fine mesh so that 

complete dust will come out separately. Throw away these dusts completely as these are very 

harmful for plants due to their tendency to block air circulation and cause water logging. Soil 

particles between 1 and 5 mm are most suitable for Bonsai.  
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Cow dung manure preparation  

Store cow dung in any pit for three months to one year and use it in complete dry condition after 

crushing big particles. There is no need of screening this manure. 

Brick pieces preparation  

Prepare small pieces of bricks in two sizes: one 6 mm to 10 mm thick and other 2 mm to 5 mm 

thick. Screen out all the dust acquired at the time of crushing. Big particles will be used in lower 

portion of the pot as a drainage layer and small particles will be used in basic soil preparation. 

Bonsai container or pot 

For Bonsai we generally use shallow containers made of ceramic or clay. Pots made of cement, 

plastic and wood are also popular now a days. Containers are of various shapes like oval, square, 

rectangular, round, hexagonal, etc. Every pot should have at least 3/4 hole in its bottom portion. 

So that excess water can drain out. Usually, pot length should be choosen as per the height of 

potential Bonsai.  
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Potting method 

1. Cover the drainage hole of the selected pot by the help of any plastic or steel wire mesh to 

prevent soil from draining out.  

2.  Cover bottom of pot with thin layer of brick pieces of sizes 6 mm to 10 mm as explained 

earlier. Put some river sand on the brick pieces to cover the gaps between the brick pieces.  

3. Now put some prepared soil on these brick pieces. 

4.  Remove the plant from nursery container and with the help of root-rake or chop-stick 

remove 2/3rd portion of soil from the plant.  

5. Choose front position of the plant. Front position means the side of the plant which looks 

most beautiful and people will see the plant from that side.  

6. Cut any tap thick or encircling roots of the plant. 

7.  Now put the plant into the pot. If the pot is round or square, place it is centre. If it is 

rectangular or oval place the plant off the centre towards the rear on any side, left or right. 

8.  Fill the container by the prepared soil.  

9.  If the plant requires some support, tie a wire from outside the pot anchoring the trunk of the 

plant. 

10.  Poke the soil with chop-stick to remove air pockets.  

11. Trim the longer branches of the plant to give the whole tree an triangular shape.  

12. Water the Bonsai by a fine nose shower.  

13. Keep this Bonsai in semi shade for 10 days and after this period bring it to fill sunlight. 
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Training for Bonsai 

 The following are some tips to help train Bonsai in various shapes:  

1. Bottom 1/3rd part of plant should not have any branches  

2.  Middle 1/3rd part of plant should have bigger branches and top 1/3rd should have 

smaller branches than middle portion. So shape of the plant become triangulerish. 

3. Every Bonsai should have one apex. 

4.  Overall from of Bonsai must be triangular so that sunlight can reach each and every part 

of the plant. The parts which get less sunlight will grow weaker and after some time it 

will die.  

5. The lowest branches of a Bonsai must be the heaviest. Avoid branches coming directly 

towards the front. Always cut growing branches leaving two sets of leaves for compact 

growth of plants.  

6.  Expose roots of plants on the surface of soil in radial direction.  

7.  Every Bonsai must have one front and one back. Front of Bonsai is the side from which 

the plant looks most beautiful. Back branches are required for depth of a Bonsai. 

8.  Allow branches to grow only in a horizontal direction. 

9. Trim branches which cross one other an also Trim parallel growing branches. 
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Wiring  

Wiring is used for training the branches and trunk of Bonsai to a desired shape. A wired 

branch or trunk will take the desired shape just by bending in any direction. Two types of 

wire are used-copper or aluminium. These wires are reusable. The wire thickness vary as 

per the thickness of branch or trunk desired to be given shape. While wiring branches, 

keep wire at 45o angle to branch for best Bonsai results. Wire should be removed after a 

few months when it starts pentrating into the bark of plants. 

 

 

 

Repotting 

 Repotting is the process in which half of the roots of Bonsai is trimmed and the plant is 

potted in fresh soil. By this process the plant gets fresh soil full of nutrients and produce 

new fibrous roots which maintains the good health of the plant. A new Bonsai requires 

repotting every year due to its rapid growth and for old Bonsai repotting should be done 

every 2/3 years.  
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When to repot  

1. When pot is completely filled with roots and there is no place for more roots to 

develop.  

2. When soil cannot hold the water as most of the soil is eaten by the plant.  

3. Leaves start turning yellow in spite of regular care and watering. 

4. Overall health of Bonsai looks Weak.  

5. Rainy season is the most suitable time for repotting, although we can repot Bonsai 

in any season except winter 

Fertilizers 
Since Bonsai is growing in a small container, only small amount of nutrients is available to it. So, 

regular application of fertilizers is necessary for maintaining its good health. Either organic or in 

organic fertlizers can be added . These plants get good quantity of nitrogen, phosphorous, 

potassium and other micro nutrients helping their growth. Flower and fruit bearing Bonsai requires 

more phosphorous than others.  

Insect and fungus control 
Like other plants, Bonsai also gets affected by various types of insects and fungi. For the control 

of insects any suitable type of insecticide like rogor can be sprayed on the plant. or the control of 

fungi use of Bavistein or Blitox is recommended. It is advisible to spray the plant with the above 

medicines at a regular interval of 30 days. 

Bonsai styles  

There are many styles of Bonsai in which any plant can be trained. These styles are made as per 

the various shapes of trees found in nature. New styles could be developed as per the creativity 

of each individuals. However we are providing a list of commonly used styles . 
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A. Formal Upright Style: This style of Bonsai has a straight erect trunk from base to apex. Pine 

trees are real examples of this style. 

 

 B. Informal Upright Style:- This style has a curved trunk like ‘S’ shape of English letter. Mostly 

70% Bonsai are trained in this style.  
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C. Slanting Style: This style has curved trunk slanting left or right with apex. In nature this 

happens due to heavy wind.  

 

D. Semi-Cascade Style: This style has a trunk which grows up and tip of lowest branch cascade 

between rim and feet of container. For this style we don’t use shallow pots, but use deep 

container 
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E. Cascade Style: This style has a trunk which bends down and tip of cascade branch grows 

below the feet of the container. In this style also we use deep pots only. 

 

 

 

 

 

Care & Maintenance 

1. Protect the plant from heavy winds and strong sunlight during summer. 

2.  Keep Bonsai in neat and clean open area where it will get fresh air and full sunlight.  

3. Bonsai is outdoor plant which can be brought inside for one or two days for decoration 

purpose. If it is kept inside for long period it may die.  

4.  In winter season don’t give any water to Bonsai until and unless the soil becomes 

completely Bonsai  dry. But in summer season special care is required to water at least 2 

times a day.  

5. Regularly pinch or prune the new leaf buds of Bonsai to maintain overall shape and 

maintain the vigour or the plant.  

6.  Wash the leaves of Bonsai once a week. 

 

*********************** 


