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BEAU MAKES A RACKET

MMeelliissssaa  BBaarrbbeeaauu is a writer and an instrumental 
music teacher and a knitter.

MMaatttthheeww  LLeewwiiss::
What’s the deal-breaker for you in fiction? 
What will make you walk away from a book?
First-person writing generally drives me nuts, I am not 
a fan. So any writing from that perspective needs to grip
me right away in order for me to stick with it. I have
closed the cover on many books by page 2 when the story
has not engaged me right away. I think you have to be a
very good writer to tell a story using first person and I
think it can be used as a kind of litmus test that can tell
you very quickly how well a writer has mastered their
craft. Many fail.

JJeenniinnaa  MMaaccGGiilllliivvrraayy::
Name a writer you consider sexy and tell 
us why.
Isabelle Allende, who seems to ooze energy and 
vivaciousness and passion and intelligence and who
seems to just leap headfirst into life. And Pico Iyer, 
who is much more reserved and observant but who also
seems to submerge himself in the experience of life. 
They both make it all the way under the water but they
get there in very different ways. That desire to 
experience and feel and taste and touch and to engage 
in the world—to live!—is very sexy to me. Passion 
and compassion and intelligence are very sexy 
qualities.

LLiissaa  MMoooorree::
Do you have a secret talisman or arcane ritual
to prepare for the sacred work of writing?
Something nobody else does but is imperative
to get the juices flowing?  
Yes! First I make a pot of coffee. I lay out my writing 
book and find a nice pen. Then I chant this mantra: 
“Ok Guys! Outside! Out you go! Your shoes in the 
porch. In the porch. The front porch. Out you go. 
Out! You can come in one hour. An hour. One hour. 

It’s not that cold. Put on a sweater. It’s in the porch. The
front porch. Out you go! Outside! You can get a drink
when you come in. Guys, I am running out of patience.
One hour. It’s only raining a little bit. You’ll be fine. Guys,
if that door opens one more time I am going to lock it. 
Out you go! Yes, I will open it if it starts to rain cats and
dogs. Yes, I will open it if a savage dog or a coyote comes.
No, I won’t open it if you need to pee, you can pee in the
woods. Out!” Then I write really, really fast.

IIaaiinn  MMccCCuurrddyy::
Where is the most memorable place you have
ever read a book? 
In a walk-up hotel room on the Left Bank in Paris. 
The stairs were in an interior courtyard. There was a 
convenience store across the street where the wine was
cheaper than fruit. I picked up a novel in the airport in
Montreal and read it in the evenings before dinner. 
The book had a huge misprint—a whole section in the
middle was duplicated and another part was missing—
so I read the beginning and the end and has to guess at
the middle.

JJaammiiee  FFiittzzppaattrriicckk::
Describe your Racket story in a sentence that
ends with “and you won’t believe what happens
next.”
“Holes” is the story of a romantic liaison that begins
under the pulsing lights and throbbing beats of a 
downtown St. John’s club and that is interrupted by a
sudden geological event—and you won’t believe what
happens next!
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