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MMoorrggaann  MMuurrrraayy::
Who was your first literary hero?
All my first heroes were mid-century Brits: the Secret
Seven, the Famous Five, those kids who spent the 
war playing make believe in a wardrobe. Don’t judge 
me on my early heroes because odds are they were 
sexist, racist, and embarrassingly homophobic.

At some point, I became more interested in the 
wizards behind the curtain: Eliot, Byatt, Marquez…
there are too many favourites to name, but Zadie 
Smith can do no wrong. In my next life, I’d like to 
come back as her.

MMeelliissssaa  BBaarrbbeeaauu::
What book would you bring to a desert island?
My own! Maybe without any distractions, I’d finally 
get the damn thing finished. 

JJeenniinnaa  MMaaccGGiilllliivvrraayy::
Have you ever picked a fight and/or been
punched in the face? 
In grade four I got into a fight with my nemesis at the 
bus stop. He kicked me. I punched him. The bus arrived
and we got on. I was feeling pretty pleased with myself
(girl power and so forth) until that evening when my
mother saw the bruise. She marched me straight to my
nemesis’s house and forced us to shake hands and “be
friends.” The humiliation! It was worse than the bruise.

In high school, one of my classmates—a shrimpy little
wiener who strutted around like someone much taller
and better looking—crouched beside my desk and 
made lewd faces with his tongue sticking out, while 
the teacher—a well-meaning but largely ineffectual 

disciplinarian who we affectionately called “Papa
Smurf”—feigned blindness. What is the proper etiquette
for responding to unwanted sexual advances in the 
middle of grade nine science? Is it a slap across the face?
Because that is what I gave him.

LLiissaa  MMoooorree::
Name a word that you became aware of 
only by reading it, but had never heard 
pronounced out loud before, and therefore
have spent half your life mispronouncing
For years I thought row (to have a fight) was 
pronounced the same way as row (your boat). 
But “rah-ow” sounds idiotic, so you’ll never catch 
me saying it. Also, there is a word in my story 
that I absolutely, hands-down, cannot even begin 
to pronounce. Guess which one.

MMaatttthheeww  LLeewwiiss::
What, in your opinion, is the most overused
character trait in fiction? The alcoholic? 
The scorned lover? The serial killer?
The straight, white, able-bodied character.

Bring on the serial killer with the guide dog, the scorned
lover in the leopard-print headscarf.  Where are the gay
dads? The dark-skinned surfer girls? The trans characters
running for office? Let’s make our art imitate life a little
better.
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rraacckkeett noun (Nfld) a celebration, an uproarious 
social gathering, a great ruckus, a fine time.
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