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   Daterra is a remarkable farm located in Cerrado, Brazil. Lauded as the most sustainable farm in Brazil, Daterra has what 
they refer to as a triple bottom line, “People, Planet, Profit.” This is agriculture on a dramatically different scale than the 
vast majority of coffee farmers we at Passenger are used to working with. Daterra is 6,000 hectares in size. 3,000 of those 
6,000 hectares are land preserve,  these numbers dwarf nearly all other farms we buy from in Latin America where we have 
producing partners with as little as .75 hectares to their name, not to mention farmers in Burundi, Ethiopia and Kenya that 
we buy from through cooperatives and have farms where you gauge the size not even by amount of land, but number of trees.
   Brazil in general, and Daterra in particular, point to one possible future for coffee production. Farms like Daterra push 
innovation and technology implementation in coffee. For example Daterra was the first farm to vacuum seal coffees and 
export them in hermetically sealed boxes rather than in jute bags. While one could argue that something is lost in farms of 
this size - a level of craft, a distinction in cup profile, the commodifying of an otherwise specialty crop - one can (and should) 
also strongly argue that without countries like Brazil and people like Luis Pascoal, the owner, and visionary behind Daterra, 
the coffee world would be floundering without direction and advancement. The dedication, and tireless pursuit of perfection 
displayed by Luis is admirable by any standard, regardless of whether or not Brazilian coffee, or coffee agribusiness is of 
interest to you.

Why this coffee is being presented as an Education Lot:
   This lot was selected to be presented as an Education Lot because of the fact that it is a coffee of genetic interest. Laurina 
is a dwarf Bourbon variety that is the result of a naturally occurring sporadic genetic mutation that took place on Réunion 
Island (formally known as Bourbon Island). Coffee was taken from Yemen to Réunion by the French in ~1715. From there the 
coffee was taken to Kenya and Tanzania in the late 1800’s. As it were, heirloom Bourbon developed on the small Indian Ocean 
island along with any number of genetic spinoffs.
    Laurina is a poorly adapted plant. It has a very low caffeine content (about half of that found in other Arabica varieties), 
and as such is not good at defending itself against insects and other animals that want to eat its fruit (the shrub has evolved 
to have the bitter compound to act as a defense mechanism). It is also extremely susceptible to coffee leaf rust, a fungus 
capable of devastating coffee farms. Add to that the fact that the production is quite low on this dwarf variety which has a 
morphology reminiscent of a tiny Christmas tree and one begins to wonder why any coffee farmer in their right mind would 
plant this variety. The answer is that most would never attempt to plant Laurina. It does, however, possess very interesting and 
unique cup qualities and as such is of extreme interest to the specialty coffee consumer. Laurina has the ability to produce 
cups with intense candied qualities and wild tropical fruit flavors. Flavors our green buying team has never quite experienced 
in other coffees. We are very excited to have the opportunity to present this very small and special lot from a very large and 
special farm.

         IN 
   THE CUP

Wild fruited qualities dominate both the aroma and the cup in this incredibly unique 
coffee. Red berries, papaya, guava, bubble gum, and rose water present themselves 
one after another, sip after sip in this cup which is rooted by a milk chocolate base.

THE 
TAKEAWAY 

Daterra is a farm like no other. Massive in scale yet scrupulous in focus, the farm is 
driven by its founder and visionary, Luis Pascoal. This lot is 100% Laurina, a variety 
that developed naturally on Réunion Island (formerly Bourbon Island) and is a 
dwarf variety with very low caffeine and a very unique cup profile. This lot is part of 
Education Lot series. Read more about out Education Lots on our blog.

                       L AURINA  
                  EDUCATION LOT

COUNTRY BRAZIL

REGION CERRADO

FARM SIZE 6,000 HECTARES

PRODUCER SILVIA BARRETTO

VARIETAL L AURINA                         D        

PROCESSING NATURAL 

ELEVATION 1,100 MASL


