
EL BARRIL
2018 RESERVE LOT OFFERING

COUNTRY

REGION

ALTITUDE

FARM

OWNER

VARIETY

PROCESSING

SEASON

NICARAGUA

NUEVA SEGOVIA

1,400 MASL

EL BARRIL

BAYARDO JOSÉ JIMENEZ RODRÍGUEZ

MARACATURRA

WASHED

FEBRUARY-MARCH 2018

This coffee was purchased through the famed Cup of Excellence, a rigorous competition conducted with the 
goal of selecting and bringing to market the finest coffees from any given country of origin. This is done via a 
process of blind analysis, first by a National Jury of roughly a dozen (who, themselves, are rigorously
vetted for the honor of being a Cup of Excellence judge), and then by an International Jury comprised of roughly
20 industry professionals from around the globe. As each lot enters the competition process it is assigned a
code known only to the competition auditor. Each lot is cupped (tasted) numerous times. The further along the
competition a coffee progresses the greater the number of times it has been blindly evaluated. After being 
ranked the coffees are then auctioned off through an online platform which drives prices quite high. Overall this 
is a net positive for producers and the industry at large as it incentivizes farmers to carefully produce the best 
possible coffee to submit to the competition, thus treating the crop as a truly specialty item and further 
distancing and distinguishing the lot from commodity coffee and the commodity coffee approach to producing 
and selling coffee. Further, it normalizes higher prices for coffee - a necessity if coffee production is to continue 
into the foreseeable future. Finally, it acts as a platform to bring farmers’ coffee to market and connect them to 
buyers, thus empowering producers.

It is, on a number of levels, such a treat to present this 2018 Cup of Excellence winning lot. Firstly, we at 
Passenger are always thrilled and honored to present any Cup of Excellence winning coffee. These are coffees 
that the world over are vying for via the intensely competitive online auction platform. Secondly, in 2015 El Barril 
was the first ever Cup of Excellence winning lot that we purchased. We are thrilled to have this coffee back on 
our menu once again. In 2015 the winning lot from El Barril was a Maragogype variety, this year the winning lot 
was a Maracaturra variety. Related to the Maragogype variety, Maracaturra is a cross between Maragogyope and 
Caturra. It shares the large bean size of Maragogype, and also the potential of possessing complex fruited 
characteristics - which this lot does!

Wafer cookie and citrus on the nose introduce a cup that is marked by a soft stone 
fruit-like acidity and marzipan sweetness. This is an incredibly clean and lovely coffee.IN THE CUP

In 2015 Passenger purchased our first ever Cup of Excellence winning lot from El Barril 
in Neuva Segovia, Nicaragua. We are absolutely thrilled to have once again purchased 
another Cup of Excellence winning lot from this same farm.
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