
The Wines of  Alentejo

November 27th – December 3rd 2022

Alentejo is where Portugal’s climate finally escapes the

Atlantic influence, and the scenery changes to broad,

undulating plains that experience baking hot

summers and cold winters more typical of

continental weather systems. Only in the north east,

close to the border with Spain, does the landscape

become more mountainous, and the air becomes

cooler and the countryside greener.

Even if the Alentejo is not yet a well-known wine

destination, its rich and fruity red wines are the darlings of Lisbon cafés and restaurants and can be

found on wine lists across the country. In fact, more than 40% of the wines drunk in Portugal

come from the Alentejo. Aragonez (Spanish Tempranillo) is the most widely-planted red grape, while

the Alicante Bouschet is the inky, strong backbone of many red blends! Other interesting varieties are:

Touriga Nacional, Alfrocheiro, Castelão and Trincadeira; while Moreto, Tinta Caiada and Tinta Grossa

provide characterful bulk to some blends. However, many of the new generation Alentejo reds

incorporate international grapes such as Syrah and Cabernet Sauvignon. In their rich, concentrated

flavour, it is possible to see and taste the effect of the intense sunshine common to this part of

southern Europe.

1



Great white wines are more difficult to produce in this hot climate, but there are, nonetheless, some

very good ones - especially those wines which showcase the Antão Vaz, the star white grape of the

region. At their best, these white wines offer good acidity and tropical fruit flavours, but only given the

right location and appropriate skills in the vineyards and cellar.

BASE
5* HOTEL M’AR DE AR AQUEDUTO

R. Cândido dos Reis 72,

7000-546 Évora - Portugal

Tel. +351 266 740 700

https://www.mardearhotels.com/

The 5-star M’AR de AR Aqueduto hotel is located within a former 16th Century palace, within

comfortable walking distance from the main Square Praca do Giraldo and the ancient Roman temple.

The 64-contemporary styled bedrooms enjoy large windows, with some overlooking the Roman

aqueduct on the perimeter of the hotel’s gardens. The hotel has a very good restaurant, a wine bar and

SPA with steam bath and sauna.
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EXPERIENCES
Enjoy the famous wines of  Adega da Cartuxa

The Cartuxa winery has an impressive

pedigree that is tied up with history of

Portugal itself. Their wines were greatly

enjoyed by the Royal Court that regularly

visited Évora. One wine, Pera Manca,

became famous, even being carried on

the Portuguese mission which discovered

Brazil. The winery produces 1.7 million

bottles each year, with 26% of those

exported. The current building has been

used as a winery since 1798 and was

originally a Jesuit rest-house.

Discover beautiful Evora – Guided tour

The town has been a World Heritage

Site since 1986 and is hailed by

UNESCO as “an open-air

museum”. Its walls have been

guarding the streets and buildings,

practically unaltered, for centuries. A

pervasive religious influence is apparent

throughout the city, in its many

churches and in the Colégio do Espírito

Santo (Holy Spirit College) - today the

University of Évora - where the Jesuits once taught. This spectacular building contains a grand cloister

with magnificent colonnaded arcades, known as Pátio dos Gerais.
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Dine in Evora’s best restaurants

Replete with everything from seafood to

sweets, the cuisine of Alentejo has more

than enough diversity to satisfy

your palate and more than enough

salted cod to challenge it, too.

Bacalhau is indeed Portugal’s national

dish, but you will have the occasion to

taste much more than that at renowned

restaurants Fialho and Dom Joaquim.

Visit the modern Monte da Ravasqueira winery

Monte da Ravasqueira is made up of 11

winegrowing areas located in different

parts of the estate, according to the

French concept of terroir. Inspired by the

wineries in California’s Napa Valley,

Monte da Ravasqueira is equipped with

the latest technology and is one of the

most up-to-date wineries in Portugal.

Discover the very real talents of the wine

maker in the line of varietal wines, such as the pure Nero d’Avola (100%) which you might normally

expect to discover in Sicily.

Enjoy the stunning views from Reguengos de Monsaraz
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Discover the massive farm at Herdade do Esporao

Herdade do Esporão is a massive estate with approximately 700 hectares of vineyards, olive groves

and other crops, grown using organic methods and integrated production. Some 40 grape varieties,

4 types of olives, plus orchards and gardens, thrive on the estate. At the end of the visit, enjoy lunch

with wines at the estate’s restaurant.

Tastes the impressive wines of  Quinta do Mouro

One of Alentejo’s leading estates, Quinta do Mouro uses a

distinctly old-world manner. The well-situated vineyards are

nurtured using a natural, almost organic process and no

irrigation is used (rare for the hot Alentejo). Like many great

Bordeaux properties, at the centre of this estate lies a large

Chateau. Winemaking did not begin here until the early 1990s,

when dentist Miguel Louro managed to buy the estate thanks
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to a big win in a card game! Quinta do Mouro 1994 was the first wine launched and it rapidly became

well-known in the region.

Visit the ancient Herdade do Mouchão winery

Herdade do Mouchão winery, a 900-hectare estate traditional family-run built in 1901 with lots of

history. Following the 1974 revolution, the estate was expropriated and only returned to the family in

1985. Today, the Herdade do Mouchão continues to be run by the descendants of the original family

whose cellar and vineyard workers have been with them for generations. The process is, as it always has

been, unhurried. The grape varieties are local, picked by hand and foot-trodden.

Learn the secrets of  cork production

Alentejo is one of the

world’s leading regions

when it comes to cork. Its

production starts in the forest,

where cork oaks are

harvested every nine years

once they reach maturity.

Then their precious planks are

worked to ensure every piece
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goes out of  the factory is perfect to fit in a bottleneck.

Have a relaxed lunch in the countryside at Herdade da Malhadinha Nova

The modern Herdade da Malhadinha Nova winery was founded in 2003 by the Soares family. Their

estate reflects a huge respect for nature and the passion and dedication that the family puts into crafting

wines here.

The winery is beautifully constructed deploying a gravity flow system, so pumping is not required. At

the top, there are numerous small open fermenters, and then various sizes of tanks, finishing up with

the larger blending and storage tanks.

See you in Alentejo!
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