
Wednesday 17 - Thursday 25 August 2022 



Our chief guide in our journey together will be the Gospel of Luke. So, after landing at Tel Aviv airport, we travel directly to our hotel in the 
lakeside town of Tiberias in order to spend our first two full days enjoying the scenes of Jesus’ public ministry in ancient Galilee:  we will see 
the excavations of Bethsaida, Capernaum and Magdala; we will sit by the waters of the River Jordan at Caesarea Philippi; we will enjoy great 
views, walking down the hillside from the Mount of Beatitudes, and will pause in the middle of the lake during our boat-ride to remember Jesus’ 
calming of the storm.  In each place we will open our Bibles (especially Luke 4-9), to learn more about Jesus’ ministry in its original context and to 
hear his Word to us for today.

Then, as Jesus ‘set his face to go to Jerusalem’ (Luke 9:51), we too will ‘go up’ to Jerusalem, travelling via Nazareth and then along the Jordan 
Valley towards Jericho; and, as we climb up through the Judean desert, we will stop to ponder the significance of Jesus’ final journey up to Je-
rusalem (Luke 19). Your first view of Jerusalem will be from the Mount of Olives, looking across to the site of the ancient Temple just after sunset.

We then have three full days to enjoy the Jerusalem area. In addition to seeing the City of David and the Western Wall, we will be seeing the 
birth-place of Jesus (Luke 2); sitting on the steps used by Joseph and Mary as they took Jesus into the Temple (Luke 2); walking along the route 
of Palm Sunday (Luke 19); looking up at the Temple where Jesus taught with authority (Luke 20); getting to know Jerusalem’s streets as we re-
construct the night of Jesus’ Passover Meal and pausing under the olive trees in Gethsemane (Luke 22); and, as a fitting climax, visiting the sites 
associated with Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection (Luke 23-24).

There’s a lot to take in! So it is good that we will have an opportunity on the final day to have some time in Bethlehem and the surrounding area 
in which we can reflect theologically on what we have experienced. On our last day—no doubt after some final shopping!—we will also have 
some time in the countryside west of Jerusalem to consider the great story of the Risen Jesus speaking to two disciples on the way to Emmaus 
(Luke 24). Like them we will try to make sense of all that we have heard and seen in Jerusalem, and be asking the Risen Jesus to help us to under-
stand better what has been written ‘concerning himself in all the Scriptures’ (v. 27) and to follow him more closely throughout our lives—truly 
walking in his steps. 

• Are you a student on a Christian course or an ordinand preparing for public ministry in the Church ?
• Or have you been recently ordained (in the last four years) and now find yourself regularly preaching from the Gospels week by week?
• Or perhaps you are doing research in biblical studies and would love to see the places where the great events described in the Bible took 

place?

This short study tour has been designed expressly with you in mind! In just 8 days we will see almost all the places in the Holy Land mentioned in 
the Gospels. And in each place we will be asking how that site’s geography and history can help us to understand the biblical text more fully—so 
that we can then communicate this more faithfully to people ‘back home’ in our preaching and writing.

So please join us for what we trust will be a ‘trip of a life-time’—full of biblical teaching and spiritual inspiration—which will resource you for 
many years of faithful biblical ministry in the service of Jesus. Together let’s be learning about Jesus as he truly was (the ‘historical Jesus’ in his 
first-century context) in order to speak about him more faithfully as he truly is—our Risen Lord!



Wednesday 24 Aug: Reflection in Bethlehem
• Morning lectures in the hotel
• Excursion into the desert (Mar Saba Monastery or Herodium)
• Time for personal reflection

Thursday 25 Aug: Return Home
• Garden Tomb
• Reflection on the ‘road to Emmaus’ in Canada Park
• Imwas (byzantine ‘Emmaus’)
• Transfer to Tel Aviv airport for late afternoon flight home
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