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Monty Don: ‘Find solace, be happy’
A self-portrait in architecture revealed
Home working? Now make your office zoom
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Astonishing autumn colours
How to add sparkle to your garden
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Take care

Oh, the agony!
Resident agony uncle 
Kit Hesketh-Harvey 
solves your dilemmas

AYes, there is. Consign her to a care home and 
no, you won’t come across as heartless, because 

that is what we in the First World have persuaded 
ourselves is acceptable. One’s ‘personal indepen-
dence’ is more valuable than conversation, respect 
or obligation. ‘The professional care that they need’ 
is more important than lack of privacy, dignity 
or financial self-destruction. ‘The right drugs’ will 
anaesthetise loneliness, for these are cures more 
powerful than continuity, familiarity and love.

More mothers-in-law would be ‘lovely’ if that dark 
dread—that their children will one day hold absolute 
life-and-death power over them—did not simmer. 
This year has taught us that we should all approach 
our death among those to whom we have given life.

Riddle me this

Another log on the fire By Oliver Preston

QMy husband wants his elderly mother 
to move in with us. It’s not that I object 

to her personally—she’s a lovely mother-
in-law. What I do object to is becoming her 
primary carer, which is inevitably what will 
be expected. Is there any way of resolving 
this without coming across as heartless?
N. S., Somerset

Wines of the week

Time to buy

Book of the week

Quiz of the week
1) Which UK chef has a group  
of restaurants, hotels and a cookery 
school in Padstow, Cornwall?

2) The head of government in the 
Republic of Ireland is known  
by what title?

3) What colour is the central band  
in a standard rainbow?

4) Who starred as James Bond in the 
film Die Another Day?

5) The venue of which famous sporting 
event has the postcode SW19?

For more, visit www.decanter.com

If 11 plus two equals one, what 
does nine plus five equal?

1) Rick Stein 2) Taoiseach 3) Green
4) Pierce Brosnan 5) Wimbledon
Riddle me this: Two (11 o’clock plus two 
hours equals one o’clock, so nine o’clock 
plus five hours equals two o’clock)

A FTER excavating the moat 
at Bodiam Castle, Sussex, 

to cement the foundations, I have 
had difficulty refilling the moat 
with water. In the damp bottom 
there has grown up a rank forest 
of rushes, bulrushes and grasses, 
3ft to 6ft high. Will these weeds 
be killed after the winter rains 
drown them, or will they flourish 
and choke the moat?—Curzon.

We referred this question  
to Dr E. J. Russell, F. R. S., of 
Rothamsted, who replies: ‘His 
best plan would be to cut them 
down. As soon as the second 
growth begins, cut them again 
before water gets in. They are 
not likely to grow again.’—Ed.

Juicy, red-berry fruit
Tesco, Finest Malbec Rosé, 
Mendoza, Argentina 2019. 
£8, Tesco, alc 13%
Tesco has two Argentinian 
Malbec rosés, both at the 
same price; this one is the 
superior of the two. Made  
by leading producer Catena, 
it has a small amount  
of Torrontés blended in and 
lots of juicy, red-berry fruit. 

Match with curry
The Wine Society, Exhibition 
Riesling, Rheingau, 
Germany 2018. £13.95, The 
Wine Society, alc 12.5%
Based in Hochheim, Gunter 
Künstler is one of the Rheingau’s 
top winemakers and this super-
dry Riesling is a great price. 
Pure and moreish, aromas  
of peach, white blossom and 
lemon curd continue on the 
crisp palate, joined by apples, 
nectarines and a steely tang. 
This would stand up well  
to curries or homely roast pork. 

Sumptuous and spicy
Domaine de la Mordorée,  
La Dame Rousse, Lirac, 
Rhône, France 2017. £17.95, 
Jeroboams, alc 14.5%
A lovely, concentrated wine 
full of lively, sweet berry 
fruits—blackcurrant, black 
cherry, damson and plum—
with a sumptuous texture 
and spicy, dry finish. Made 
with organically grown Syrah 
and Grenache grapes from 
Lirac, north-west of Avignon.

Subtle pastry notes
Bortolomiol, Grande Cuvée 
del Fondatore, Motus Vitae 
Brut Nature, Prosecco 
Valdobbiadene Superiore, 
Veneto, Italy 2017. £20.10, 
Tannico, alc 12%
A Charmat period of 11 
months adds subtle pastry 
notes to fresh apple and 
apple-blossom aromas. 
Orchard fruit and citrus  
on a crisp, dry palate.

Secret Gardens of Somerset: A Private Tour, Abigail Willis with  
photographs by Clive Boursnell (Frances Lincoln, £22)
Perhaps it’s no coincidence that two of the most interesting contemporary 
gardens to have recently opened are in Somerset: Piet Oudolf’s perennial 
design for Hauser & Wirth near Bruton and the Anglo-French architect Patrice 
Taravella’s bold creations at The Newt in Somerset. The 20 gardens here 
are well chosen and described with intelligence and sensitivity, providing  
a nice balance of history, horticulture and that all-important sense of place. 

‘There would be plump 
artichokes ready for  

him in the garden, trees 
heavy with plums, soft 
roses, the river flowing, 

and between the  
crab-apple trees the 

hammock hanging like  
a smile in a landscape 

as familiar to him as the 
face of his mother’ 

The Kindness, 
Polly Samson

Town & Country Notebook                     Edited by Victoria Marston

Yellow wool throw, 
£65, Tom Lane 
(www.tomlane.co)

Runner Duck peg 
bag, £11.50, Sophie 
Allport (01778 
560256; www.
sophieallport.com)

Unmissable events

Exhibition
Until January 9, 2021 ‘The 
Seasons: Art of the 
Unfolding Year’ (pictured), 
St Barbe Museum and Art 
Gallery, Lymington, Hampshire. 
Artworks from the past 100 
years portraying the changing 
seasons and associated 
landscapes, plants, wildlife, 
weather, customs and folklore. 
Featured artists include John 
Nash, Eric Ravilious, Graham 
Sutherland, Charles Tunnicliffe, 
Carry Akroyd and Annie 
Ovenden (01590 676969; 
www.stbarbe-museum.org.uk)

Until autumn 2021 ‘Love, 
Art, Loss: The Wives  
of Stanley Spencer’, Stanley 
Spencer Gallery, Cookham, 
Berkshire. Exploration of the 
love triangle between the  
artist and his two wives, 
Hilda Carline and Patricia 
Preece, and the raw portrayal 
of these relationships in his work. 
Adult admission £6 (01628 531092; 
www.stanleyspencer.org.uk)

Music
September 30–December 16 
Bournemouth Symphony 
Orchestra Autumn Season 
2020, nationwide. The BSO returns 
with a series of 12 symphonic 

live-streamed concerts, from 
Viennese Masters (October 21)  
to Beethoven 250 (November 11). 
From 7.30pm, digital tickets £6 with 
subscription packages available 
(01202 669925; www.bsolive.com)

Air show
September 18–20 80th 
Anniversary Battle of Britain 
Air Show Weekend, Imperial 

War Museum Duxford, 
Cambridgeshire. Three-day 
event commemorating the 
men, women and aircraft  
of the summer of 1940, with 
the Duxford Battle of Britain 
Proms and an air show  
featuring Hurricanes, Spitfires 
and Lancasters, plus the 
Red Arrows and Blades 
Aerobatic Team. Adult tickets 
from £36 (020–7416 5000; 
www.iwm.org.uk)

Art fair
September 17–21 artEast 
2020, Framsden Hall Barn, 
Framsden, Suffolk. View and 
buy paintings, prints, sculpture 
and ceramics by East Anglian 
artists and students from the 
Heatherley School of Fine Art, 
London, curated by portrait 
artist Georgina Barclay and 
Henny Palmer-Tomkinson. 
10am–5pm, prices from 
£100 (07971 292251; www.

arteast.org.uk)

September 20 Viral Art Car 
Boot Fair, nationwide. The annual 
art fair goes digital, with the artists 
offering their works for sale from 
virtual ‘car boot’ pitches online, 
together with special films and live 
links to their studios. 12 noon–6pm 
(www.artcarbootfair.com)

Silver wingnut 
desk pad, £1,450, 
Fiona Finds (020–
7352 3469; www.
fionafinds.co.uk)
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