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Tack will last a lifetime if you take 
care of it. Sound routines are super 
easy. You just need to follow them. 

Clean is key. Friction is not what wears 
out leather as much as salt and dirt. That 
salt can even cause nasty rubs on your 
horse’s side, face and legs. Here are some 
quick cost-saving tips that also impress 
the judges. 

Daily Care
It is imperative to wipe off your tack 

every day, and it takes only a few min-
utes. I can’t emphasize this enough. If you 
keep on top of it, the process is a breeze. 
When dirt, grime and sweat build up, 
they are not only difficult to remove, but 
they also dry out the tack, shorten its life 
span and rot the stitching. Dirty tack can 
even rub off the horse’s hair and create 
sores. 

The name “saddle soap” is a bit 
misleading. If you use it before wiping 
off tack, you only build up grime. Suds 
actually parch leather. To avoid the drying 
foam, make sure to get as much water out 
of the sponge as possible. Squeeze it into 
a towel if necessary. Typically you only 
use soap after removing salt and mud. 
Think of it as moisturizing and protecting 
the leather.

Here’s a sound daily routine:
Clean: 
When you take the bridle off, drop 

the bit right into a bucket of clean water. 
Removing goop before it dries is easy. Try 
not to wet leather since water will dry it 
out. Wipe bit rings with a clean sponge 
and towel dry.

Use a slightly damp and clean 
sponge to wipe salt and dirt off all leather. 
Get in behind buckles and under keep-
ers. Some people start with a towel to get 
mud off. However, only a sponge will get 
into the crevices.

Protect: After the leather is clean, I 
generally coat leather with a glycerine-
based soap. Remember, the sponge needs 
to be almost dry. Some people use a drop 
of a light saddle conditioner on the bar of 
glycerine. That way, they are able to get 

more soap on the sponge without water, 
which would make it foam. Do a good 
job every day and you’ll rarely need to oil 
or to take the bridle apart.

Setup
Make it easy to do a good job. 

Hang a bucket of clean water with a tack 
sponge near your tack hook and saddle 
rack. Securing a bar of soap there will 
streamline the process. I keep another 
bucket of clean water in the grooming 
stall for quick touchups. 

Products
There are so many tack cleaning and 

conditioning products available now. 
Truthfully, you can go a long way with 
good old-fashioned glycerine soap if you 
use it on cleaned tack as a daily routine. 
Others work well, but you don’t need to 
use them often if you just keep tack clean 
and protected. Oils need not be heavy or 
leave tack slippery.

Boots
Riding Boots: Wipe boots off daily 

with water only. Otherwise they wear 
out and cause RUBS. Gycerine soap after 
cleaning is fine, but you’ll never get a 
big shine later. A slightly damp sponge 
and polishing them when completely dry 
works better. I put on a lot of polish, let it 
sit overnight and then buff.  

Some people have very acidic sweat. 
There is a product you can mix with wa-
ter to spray inside riding boots so they 
don’t break down as fast.

Bell Boots: You must clean bell boots 
before reusing them. Drop them in a 
bucket or just wipe them, but be sure to 
prevent rubs with clean equipment. 

Galloping Boots: Clean boots not 
only look great, but they help prevent 
painful abrasions. At the very least, brush 
and wipe them clean every day. If they 
have no fleece and will dry before reuse, 
drop them in a bucket of soapy water, 

Tack Track

Which saddle will last longer? Proper daily care 
saves money.  
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Clean tack is not only gorgeous, but also more 
comfortable.
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rinse well and hang to dry. An all-in-one 
shampoo can work really well. Anti-bac-
terial soap does not kill fungus. 

Fleece
Sheepskin, whether real or synthetic, 

needs to be cleaned on a daily basis. 
Otherwise it looks ratty, causes rubs and 
wears out. Once fleece dries, use a stiff 
dandy bush to knock out the salt from 
sweat as well as fluff up the fibers. You’d 
never put leather in the wash, but some 
synthetic equipment can be laundered. 
Just be sure to use the same soap all the 
time and double rinse. Fabric softener can 
help it stay clean longer, but avoid heavy 
perfumes. Sweating opens pores. You 
don’t want to irritate skin. 

Stirrups
Shiny stirrups can make my day. 

There is nothing like watching a horse 
when the sun hits the stirrup and they 
flash. I love that! Every day, wipe stir-
rups with a clean towel. Brush off pads. 
Occasionally and certainly before show-
ing, use metal polish. Soak pads in dish 
soap and scrub them with an old tooth-
brush. The more often you do this, the 
easier it is.

Buckles
I love shiny buckles, rings and name 

plates! Use metal polish as directed. Try 

not to get it on the leather. If you wipe 
the metal clean every day, you won’t 
need to polish often. Just be sure to wipe 
them with something clean and dry, so 
you don’t leave a residue. That defeats the 
purpose.

New Tack
There is no need to soak tack. Just oil 

it. If it comes with a wax coating, simply 
oil it. The wax will separate. The next day 
you’ll be able to 
just wipe it off.  

Rain
Clean and 

condition wet tack 
before it dries, oth-
erwise it gets dam-
aged. Once you 
wipe leather clean, 
a mix of a light oil 
and gycerine-based 
soap will emulsify 
to carry condition-
ing agents into the 
leather. That way, 
it can dry as good 
as new instead of 
cracking.

Stripping
If you have really gross tack, you may 

need to start by stripping off the build-up. 
I recommend taking the bridle apart so 
you can do the best good job. 

Add a just a couple ounces of ammo-
nia to a bucket of clean tack water. Use 
gloves to dunk and ring out the sponge 
well. Wipe all the tack clean. The guck 
will come right off. Use an old toothbrush 
if need be. Then, use fresh water and a 
sponge to apply oil, conditioner or saddle 
soap to protect the tack. 

Remember, it is easier to do things 
well. So, get and stay on track with your 
tack. Always put it away clean. Daily care 
will save you a lot of time and money, as 
well as maintain your horse’s healthy hair 
and skin. Let cleaning tack be a required, 
relaxing and very rewarding part of your 
daily routine.

Horse care Myths & Tips

Prevent rubs with proper daily care.
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If you wipe the mouthpiece clean right after every 
ride, it will never get unsightly.


