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Safekeeping

People regulardy adjust horse blankets
without understanding the impact on the
horse. You want the hose o feel confident,
safe and relaxed, and that begins with daily
comfort. 5o, here are nles o live by when
blanketing your horse:

DRESSING for Life
& OM: Front to Back. Abways start the
blanketing process at the horse's chest.

: Finish with the leg straps. This minimizes
E.IrﬂnkE‘nﬂg sarious injuries. You don’t want the sheet to
: slide back and the surcingle to tighten
Sa ]FE‘ I5 Eﬂmﬂf around the flank to become a bucking strap
(see sidebar).
- Ruth Smith « OFF: Back to Front. To undress the
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horse, start at the leg straps and work for-
ward to the chest You'd hate to forget the
straps batwesn the legs and pull. A viclent
panic could ensue,

FATTING for Sup

« Slack fhe Chest. When horses lie down,
their shoulders lift. Blankets alkso slide. Wy
niot leave room for the sheet or blanket to
slip into a comforable spot? Otherwise, the
haorse stands in cramped pressure, making
him sore. Put clothes onwith lots of slack
and slide them back, leaving a fat fist
biebwaan the shest and chest. Loose in the
chest is good.

« One Buckle. Attaching only one chest
buckle will reducs shoulder rubs and allow
the horse to be maore supple. Carefully checdk
stitching frequently. Fix or tighten promptly.
You don't ever want the front fastener to
break (or, again, the sheat can become a
bucking strap).

* Fist Surcingles. The blankets surcingles
should hang about five inches below the
hiorse’s barrel. | always make sure a good-
sized fist width fits between the belly and
surcingle.

= Suspend Leg Straps. If a horse lies down
and his hock gets caught in the slack of a
strap, he'll panic, scramble and likely get
hurt. Don't attach the straps across the diag-
onal, nor simply attach them to the same
side. Instead, snap them to the same side,
looped through the other strap. This way,
siraps hang suspended bebween the legs
rather than drooping with dangenous slack or
pressing on the legs. Be sure to adjust the
length to suspend the cross abowve the hocks
fior safety.

MOVING blankets

+ Dont Pull. If vou want to reposition a
blanket or sheet, do not pull it owver ar fior-
ward. These actions pull hair back and hurt.
That is why horses try to bite you when you
fuss with their clothes.
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PHOTIO: LUCLA RITTENHOUSE
Pass leg straps though each other to sus-
pend between this position and four inch-
es abowve the hocks.

FHOTC: NOBLE HLL FARM
Surcingles should hang loose. | measure
the distance with a big dosed fist, about
five to six inches.

PHOTO: LUCLA RITTENHOUSE
Leawve plenty of room at the chest.

= Lift to Move. Reposition blankets for-

ward by first undoing leg straps, then grab-

bing the blanket just above the tail and fold-
ing the fabric forward to the withers., Mow

that the clothes are halved, use one hand at
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the withers and the other at the fiold to lift the clothes to
rmcve them. That is: elevats all the cloth and hold it up as
you straighten the clothes and move them up and toward the
chest. Mext, gently slide the blanket back, leaving about five
inches of space
between the chest
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