
 
 
 
 

HAMBLEDON VINEYARD PLATINUM JUBILEE 

 
At Hambledon Vineyard we have the honour of sharing Her Majesty’s Jubilee – our 
vineyard was first planted in 1952, making it the oldest  commercial vineyard in England. We 
have been in continuous production for 70 years now, crafting quality  wines from grapes 
grown on perfect white chalk in the small village of Hambledon, Hampshire.   
Much like Her Majesty's, Hambledon Vineyard's heritage is rich and full of fascinating 
characters (some of whom even cross paths).  
 
Our Owner and Managing Director, Ian Kellett, shares a series of short stories and memories.  
 
 

PART I - A TALE OF TWO COUNTRIES 
 
1951, Hampshire, England. 
 
Major General Sir Guy Salisbury-Jones is looking out of the window of his new house at 
Windmill Down in Hambledon, discussing with his step-son what to do with the fields in 
front of the house. His step son replies ‘well it is south facing and chalky, and you have 
always loved wine and the French... how about you plant a vineyard?’. 
 
Sir Guy was a subaltern in World War 1, passed out of Sandhurst in December 1915 (what a 
time to graduate) and served in the trenches of France where he won the Military Cross. The 
French soldiers had wine rations - needless to say the British army had no such thing. These 
French men shared their allocated vinified grape juice with the British in the trenches and 
Sir Guy duly formed a bond with the French… and a love of wine . 
 
After World War 2 Sir Guy served as Military attaché in the British embassy in Paris, which 
makes another story about Her Majesty serving our wine to President Pompidou at the 
British Embassy make even more sense. Subsequently Sir Guy was Aide de Camp to King 
George VI, and then Marshall of the Diplomatic Corps for both King George and then for 
our Queen, Elizabeth 2nd. 
 
Still, back to the 1950s. Burgundy, France this time. 
 
After a trip to the Hospice de Beaune Sir Guy is convinced. Having taken a sack of the 
vineyard soil to burgundy with them, the Burgundian opinion was that this would do just 
fine. Sir Guy has vines loaded onto the roof of his old Rover and returns to England and gets 
planting. 
 
And so, the first commercial English vineyard of the modern era was born! Launched in 
1952, the same year as the Coronation. 
 
Hambledon Vineyard has always nurtured this precious link to our Queen’s reign. The 
Duchess of Cornwall kindly opened our new winery in 2013. Our wines are served by Her 
Majesty’s Government in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office to international dignitaries. 

https://hambledonvineyard.co.uk/blogs/news/the-road-to-englands-finest-fizz-episode-2-ian-kellett-managing-director
https://hambledonvineyard.co.uk/pages/since-1952
https://hambledonvineyard.co.uk/blogs/news/steven_spurrier
https://hambledonvineyard.co.uk/blogs/news/steven_spurrier


 
 

Her Majesty served our Hambledon Classic Cuvée Rosé to an American President at a State 
Banquet at Windsor Castle. 
 
We feel honoured to share not just a jubilee with Her Majesty’s Coronation, but that sense 
of needing to protect the best of the past whilst improving it for the future. We wi ll be 
raising a glass of Hambledon Premiere Cuvée to Queen Elizabeth II on 02.06.2022.   
 
Cheers! 
Owner & Managing Director, 
Ian Kellett 
 

Why not join us in raising a toast? We are thrilled to be hosting several  'Best of British' dining 
experiences this upcoming Jubilee weekend to celebrate Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II's 
Platinum Jubilee, as well as 70 years of outstanding quality wine from England's Oldest 
Commercial Vineyard Est. 1952.  
Each experience will be hosted by our renowned Head-Chef, Nick, who will be carefully 
curating a veritable feast to enjoy within our well decorated marquee which overlooks 
spectacular views of our vineyard amongst the beauty of the South Downs.  
Book here. 

 

PART II – IT’S A SMALL WORLD 
 

2016, Burgundy, France. 
 
On another trip to Burgundy my wife and I are visiting pinot noir producers with one of 
burgundy’s most reputed English experts, who lives in Beaune. We spent a week travelling 
around burgundy with Roy Richards, tasting 2015 and 2014 vintages with a view to buying a 
couple of pallets to cellar at home in Hambledon; We ended up in St.Aubin  in the 
winery/cellars of a M. Jerome Fournerot. After an hour of chatting Jerome has a eureka 
moment – “English Sparkling Wine! – I know English Sparkling Wine!” – and he heads to a 
small wooden wine rack in one corner of the cellar. Jerome pulls out a bottle of 
Cottonworth, owned by Hugh Lidell. 

Hugh as it happened had bought a burgundy vineyard in St Aubin and lived 4 doors down 
the street from Jerome. We all agree it is a small world. 

Then Jerome announces “Ambledon” I know Ambledon (the French are not fond of the 
letter H in English words) – Sir John Salisbury-Jones says he. Sir Guy Salisbury-Jones I 
correct. No, no he will have it that it was Sir John Salisbury-Jones. I reach for my phone to 
upload our Hambledon website to prove him wrong – but there was not even 1g mobile 
reception in the cellar. Jerome dashes off upstairs (his house is directly above the winery / 
cellar) and returns 5 minutes later with black and white photographs and postcards of 
Sir Guy beside his old Rover covered in plastic sheeting, with boxes of vines being loaded 
onto the roof by Jerome’s father and grandfather.  

How amazing that by pure coincidence we rediscover the Burgundian family who supplied 
the original vines and rootstocks to Hambledon! 

PART III – BUILDING FUTURE LEGACY 
 

2022, Hambledon, United Kingdom 

https://hambledonvineyard.co.uk/collections/english-sparkling-wines/products/hambledon-classic-cuvee-rose
https://hambledonvineyard.co.uk/collections/english-sparkling-wines/products/hambledon-premiere-cuvee
https://hambledonvineyard.co.uk/blogs/news/We%20are%20thrilled%20to%20be%20hosting%20several%20'Best%20of%20British'%20dining%20experiences%20this%20Jubilee%20weekend%20to%20best%20celebrate%20Her%20Majesty%20Queen%20Elizabeth%20II's%20Platinum%20Jubilee,%20as%20well%20as%2070%20years%20of%20outstanding%20quality%20wine%20from%20England's%20Oldest%20Commercial%20Vineyard%20Est.%201952.%20%20%20Each%20experience%20will%20be%20hosted%20by%20our%20renowned%20Head-Chef,%20Nick,%20who%20will%20be%20carefully%20curating%20a%20veritable%20feast%20to%20enjoy%20within%20our%20well%20decorated%20marquee%20which%20overlooks%20spectacular%20views%20of%20our%20vineyard%20amongst%20the%20beauty%20of%20the%20South%20Downs.
https://hambledonvineyard.co.uk/blogs/news/We%20are%20thrilled%20to%20be%20hosting%20several%20'Best%20of%20British'%20dining%20experiences%20this%20Jubilee%20weekend%20to%20best%20celebrate%20Her%20Majesty%20Queen%20Elizabeth%20II's%20Platinum%20Jubilee,%20as%20well%20as%2070%20years%20of%20outstanding%20quality%20wine%20from%20England's%20Oldest%20Commercial%20Vineyard%20Est.%201952.%20%20%20Each%20experience%20will%20be%20hosted%20by%20our%20renowned%20Head-Chef,%20Nick,%20who%20will%20be%20carefully%20curating%20a%20veritable%20feast%20to%20enjoy%20within%20our%20well%20decorated%20marquee%20which%20overlooks%20spectacular%20views%20of%20our%20vineyard%20amongst%20the%20beauty%20of%20the%20South%20Downs.
https://hambledonvineyard.co.uk/blogs/news/We%20are%20thrilled%20to%20be%20hosting%20several%20'Best%20of%20British'%20dining%20experiences%20this%20Jubilee%20weekend%20to%20best%20celebrate%20Her%20Majesty%20Queen%20Elizabeth%20II's%20Platinum%20Jubilee,%20as%20well%20as%2070%20years%20of%20outstanding%20quality%20wine%20from%20England's%20Oldest%20Commercial%20Vineyard%20Est.%201952.%20%20%20Each%20experience%20will%20be%20hosted%20by%20our%20renowned%20Head-Chef,%20Nick,%20who%20will%20be%20carefully%20curating%20a%20veritable%20feast%20to%20enjoy%20within%20our%20well%20decorated%20marquee%20which%20overlooks%20spectacular%20views%20of%20our%20vineyard%20amongst%20the%20beauty%20of%20the%20South%20Downs.


 
 

 
These “petites histoires” (small stories) I have shared show how closely we are connected to 
the past – Hambledon Vineyard has taught me that. 

It has taught me that we must carefully and conscientiously convey all that is good from the 
past of human development over 100,000 years, across the short bridge of our own 
lifetimes, improving it where we can and seeking to damage it not at all, and hand it with 
genuine pride but also tenderness and humility to the next generation, to carry across their 
own time bridge. 

The wine industry has never lost sight of this Burkean philosophy, with vineyards and 
wineries handed down from generation to generation. To be sure each generation needs to 
improve on the past. In our case we have made a strategic switch from still wine to sparkling 
wine, replanting all the vineyard and substantially scaling the business.  

I have also though returned to Sir Guy’s French affiliations and roots – with our winemaking 
team being led by Hervé Jestin, Champagne chef de caves, who was introduced by Hubert 
de Billy of Pol Roger as an inspired minimal intervention wine maker. 14 years later we 
concur. We do all of our winemaking in French, and I have even taken up Sir Guy’s practice 
of only swearing in French to save English ears from expletives, but as I have French folk 
working here I get caught out sometimes.  

We really feel honoured to share not just a jubilee with Her Majesty’s Coronation, but that 
sense of needing to protect the best of the past whilst improving it for the future.   

The only shame is that we will not be able to share this historic day with one of Hambledon 
Vineyard's longest running and dearest winemakers,  William Carcary.  

Bill was Winemaker here from 1966-1994, and sadly he passed away last year. He was my 
‘next door  neighbour’ for 23 years and a constant source of motivation and inspiration for 
me to put the vineyard back into full operation. I hope Bil l and Sir Guy are metaphysically 
enjoying a glass of (English Sparkling) wine today, smiling at the things we do well... and 
perhaps tutting at a few others. 

Bill’s participation in Her Majesty's Coronation in 1952,  escorting the Queen of Tonga, was 
constantly referred to at the vineyard and so today, the jubilee feels quite close to home.  

I hope that you have enjoyed these short stories.  We will be raising a glass of Hambledon 
Premiere Cuvée to Queen Elizabeth today and wishing everyone a very enjoyable Jubilee 
Weekend. 

I look forward to seeing you all at the vineyard in the near future.   

Yours Sincerely, 

 

https://hambledonvineyard.co.uk/pages/winemaking-process
https://hambledonvineyard.co.uk/blogs/news/william-malcolm-carcary-a-true-english-wine-hero-obituary
https://hambledonvineyard.co.uk/collections/english-sparkling-wines/products/hambledon-premiere-cuvee
https://hambledonvineyard.co.uk/collections/english-sparkling-wines/products/hambledon-premiere-cuvee

