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The Foundation of American Government 
by Henry Hintermeister, 1925

“We believe that the Constitution was brought about by God to insure a 
nation where liberty could abound, where His gospel could flourish.”

—L. Tom Perry, 
L. Tom Perry, “The Church and the American Bicentennial,”  BYU devotional address,  24 February 1976.
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And that law of the land 
which is constitutional, 

supporting that principle 
of freedom in maintaining 

rights and privileges, 
belongs to all mankind, and 

is justifiable before me.

D&C 98:5 
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Ludwig van Beethoven
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Ludwig van Beethoven was born in Bonn, Germany, on December 16, 1770. He was only 
four years old when he began to study music. In the beginning, his father taught him 
piano and violin, and forced him to practice. Sometimes he was even punished severely if 
he did not play well enough. 

When Ludwig was eight years old, he performed his first concert. A court musician 
named Christian Neefe was impressed by Ludwig and became his teacher. So rapidly did 
Ludwig improve that his teacher said, “If he goes on as he has begun, he will someday be 
a second Mozart.”

When Neefe said that the young musician would probably be a second Mozart, the 
words filled Ludwig with great desire. On his sixteenth birthday, Ludwig set out to Vienna, 
where Mozart lived.

Vienna gave him wonderful happiness. He met Mozart and had some lessons from him in 
composition. When Ludwig played for the great master, Mozart said softly to those 
present, “Pay heed to this boy. He will surely make a noise in the world someday.”

But scarcely had he begun to feel at home in Vienna when Ludwig received news that his 
mother was ill. She had always been a good, kind mother to Ludwig. When he learned of 
her sickness, he hastened to Bonn. 

After his mother’s death, Ludwig decided to remain in his hometown. And it was not until 
he talked with Joseph Haydn, who stopped at Bonn on his way to London, that Ludwig 
decided once more to journey to Vienna. 

Bit by bit, the great power of Beethoven as a pianist became known. He played much 
among his friends, but he did not like to perform in public.

You know, of course, that when we think of music, we think of hearing it. We think about 
how it sounds to us. A lover of music loves to recognize its tones and to feel its rhythm. Like 
every other human being, Beethoven loved music in just this way. He loved its sounds as 
they fell on the ear. 

But a strange fate touched Beethoven and took away his sense of hearing. From the time 
he was about thirty years old, his hearing grew gradually worse until he could not hear 
at all. And yet he went on day after day, composing beautiful music. Beethoven worked 
bravely, writing down every beautiful music thought that came to him so that the world 
might have them. 

Ludwig van Beethoven died in Vienna on March 26, 1827, at the age of fifty-six. 

Ludwig van Beethoven

This text was taken and adapted from Child’s Own Book of Great Musicians: Beethoven 
by Thomas Tapper, originally published in 1917.
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Building the Cradle of Liberty 
by Jean Leon Gerome Ferris, date unknown

This painting shows the construction of Independence Hall in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. Independence Hall was finished in 1753 and became the 
meeting place for the Constitutional Convention. Both the Declaration of 
Independence and the Constitution were signed in Independence Hall. 
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Ferdinand Richardt
Birth: 1819, Denmark–Death: 1895, USA

The Manor Odden in Vendsyssel, Northern Jutland, 1855

Self Portrait, 1868
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Sebastiaen Vrancx
Birth: 1573, Belgium–Death: 1647, Belgium

The Interior of the Sint-Jacobskerk, Antwerp, with Elegant Figures 
and a Mendicant, a Service Taking Place Beyond, 1600–1646

Portrait of Sebastiaen Vrancx by Anthony van Dyck,
date unknown
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The Four Seasons—Spring 
by Sebastiaen Vrancx, date unknown

The Four Seasons—Winter 
by Sebastiaen Vrancx, date unknown 

Picture Pack—Year 1, Unit 5 11

SAMPLE
 

no
t fo

r u
se



© 2021 The Mindful Heart™© 2021 The Mindful Heart™

Summer

AutumnSAMPLE
 

no
t fo

r u
se



© 2021 The Mindful Heart™© 2021 The Mindful Heart™

Gouverneur Morris Roger ShermanJohn Langdon

James Madison

George Mason

John Adams
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• The Constitution of the United States, page 1, September 17, 1787 

• John Langdon by Hattie Elizabeth Burdette, 1916
John Langdon was a strong supporter of independence. During the 
Revolutionary War, John Langdon directed and oversaw the con-
struction of several important naval ships for the Americans.

• James Madison by John Vanderlyn, 1816
James Madison is often called the Father of the Constitution be-
cause he greatly influenced its creation. He also drafted the Bill of 
Rights. He later became the fourth president of the United States. 

• George Mason by Dominic W. Boudet, 1811, after John Hesselius, 1750
George Mason was one of only three people who attended the 
Constitutional Convention but did not sign the Constitution. He was 
concerned that the Constitution gave too much control to the gov-
ernment and did not list rights of the people. His strong stance on in-
dividual rights led to the addition of the very important Bill of Rights, 
the first ten amendments to the Constitution. Thus, George Mason is 
often called the Father of the Bill of Rights.

• Gouverneur Morris by Ezra Ames, 1817
Gouverneur Morris wrote the Preamble to the Constitution. 

• Roger Sherman by Ralph Earl, circa 1775
Roger Sherman was the only founding father to sign all four major 
documents: the Continental Association, the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, the Articles of Confederation, and the Constitution.

• John Adams by Mather Brown, 1788
John Adams was a signer of the Declaration of Independence and 
a staunch supporter of America. He was unable to attend the Con-
stitutional Convention, where the Constitution was written, because 
he was in London, serving as an ambassador for the United States.
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