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In the Beginning

Many ages past, God made the world: the sea, the hills, the 
streams, the trees, the fish, the birds, and the beasts. Last of all, 
He made Adam, the first man, and Eve, the first woman, and 
placed them in the Garden of Eden. They were a righteous 
couple who loved God and desired to obey Him. However, Satan 
tempted Adam and Eve, and they ate the fruit from the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil that God had forbidden them to 
eat. Although their choice brought sin and death into the world 
and prevented them from living with God, it also enabled Adam 
and Eve (and all mankind) to have a family and valuable life 
experiences that could lead to joy. So that they could return to 
God’s presence one day and have “all things work together for 
good” (Romans 8:28), God’s own Son, Jesus Christ, said He 
would come down to earth and die to save them from their sins. 
God said His Son should be born of Abraham’s nation and 
be one of the descendents of King David, who sang the sweet 
psalms in praise of God.

Abraham was such a good and devoted man that God called 
him His friend. From Abraham came the people called the 
Jews, and David was one of their kings. God always keeps His 
word, but sometimes He makes men wait until it is His time 
for His prophecies to be fulfilled. It was hundreds of years after 
Abraham and David lived that Jesus finally came to live among 
men in Palestine.
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Looking Down Yosemite Valley, California by Albert Bierstadt,1865
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Zacharias and Elisabeth

Living in Palestine was a righteous priest named Zacharias. His 
wife was Elisabeth. They had led pure lives and sought to keep 
God’s laws faithfully. For many years they longed for a child and 
were saddened when no children came to their family. They 
were both very old and knew the time was past to have a child. 

One day, as Zacharias was fulfilling his duty of burning incense 
near the altar in God’s temple, an angel appeared to him. 
Zacharias trembled with fear, but the angel proclaimed, “Fear 
not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth 
shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. He shall 
be great in the sight of the Lord” (Luke 1:13, 15). 

Zacharias was very surprised! He thought Elisabeth was too old 
to bear a baby, so he asked the angel how he could know the 
message was true.

The angel Gabriel told Zacharias that he was sent from the 
presence of God to tell him this great news, but because 
Zacharias doubted it, he would no longer be able to speak until 
all that the angel said was fulfilled.
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Elizabeth and John with Zacharias by Louis-Jean-François Lagrenée, before 1805
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Those who were in the courts of God’s house thought it strange 
that Zacharias should stay so long at the altar where he burned 
the incense. When he finally came out, he was unable to speak, 
but with his hands, he made it known to the people that he had 
seen a vision.

Months later, God gave Zacharias and Elisabeth their son. And 
when the baby boy was eight days old, friends and family came 
to see the newborn and to give him a name. It was a tradition 
to name the oldest son after the father. so they named him 
Zacharias.

But the child’s mother insisted, “Not so; but he shall be called 
John” (Luke 1: 60). They were surprised at this since no one in 
the family was named John, so they asked Zacharias about it. 
The new father sat down and wrote, “His name is John” (Luke 
1:63). 

As soon as Zacharias wrote these words, his speech came back 
to him, and rejoicing, he praised God, giving thanks for the 
miracle he had received. Word spread quickly, and all the people 
in that part of the land heard of the incredible things that had 
happened. Zacharias and Elisabeth were filled with joy as they 
beheld their beautiful miracle son. 
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The Infant Saint John Playing with a Lamb 

by Bartolomé Esteban Murillo, between 1670 and 1680 1
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Mary and the Angel
Some time passed, and God sent His angel Gabriel to Elisabeth’s 
younger cousin named Mary, who lived in the town called 
Nazareth. He told her that she would be the mother of the 
Son of God, whom she would call Jesus, which means “God is 
salvation.” 

Mary was astonished! She was not married and wondered how 
it was possible for her to have a child. The angel told her that it 
would happen by the power of the Holy Ghost and that “with 
God nothing shall be impossible” (Luke 1:37). Mary believed the 
angel’s words and willingly accepted God’s will for her.  

The angel also spoke to Joseph, Mary’s fiancé, and told him that 
Mary would bear God’s Son.

“Mary was that mother mild,

 Jesus Christ her little child”
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The Annunciation by Matthias Stomer, early 17th century 

SAMPLE
 

no
t fo

r u
se



9

Joseph and Mary lived in Nazareth, and at that time, the Jews 
were ruled by a Roman king named Caesar. Caesar wanted to 
know how many people were in that land, so he commanded 
all the men and women to go to the towns of their birth to be 
counted. Joseph’s town was Bethlehem, and though it was a great 
way off, he and Mary were required to go there.

It took days to get there. When at last they came to the town, 
Mary was ready to deliver her baby, but all the houses and inns 
were full. So they retired to a small stable.

Sometime afterward, God sent Jesus to earth. Mary had no nice 
cradle to lay Jesus in; however, she had swaddling clothes to wrap 
Him in. She bundled the sweet babe in soft linens and laid Him 
in a manger, where the ox and the donkey fed, and she called 
Him Jesus.

Mary and Joseph’s 
Journey to Bethlehem

“Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,

The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.”
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On the Eve of the Birth of Christ by Michael Rieser, 1869
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Some distance away, shepherds were keeping watch over their 
flocks at night for fear the wolves or bears should come and hurt 
them. Suddenly, they saw a great light appear in the dark sky. 
From it, a bright angel came down to them, and they were very 
afraid. The angel said, “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord. And this is shall be sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger” (Luke 2:10–
12). 

A great many angels came and sang, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men” (Luke 
2:14). The song ended, the angels went back to heaven, and 
the shepherds quickly traveled to Bethlehem. There they found 
Mary and Joseph and the Babe lying in a manger, and they 
praised God and told the people all that they had seen and 
heard. 

Shepherds and the Angels

“Oh, come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord.” 
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Adoration of the Shepherds by Gerard van Honthorst, circa 1622
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At that time, there was an old wise man to whom God had 
promised that he would not die until he had seen God’s Son. 
The Holy Spirit told him that the Child was in the temple. The 
old man, Simeon, went there, took Jesus in his arms, thanked 
God, and said that now he should die in peace for he had seen 
the Savior. Simeon blessed Joseph and Mary. He also prophesied 
that men would speak ill of their Child. 

There was also a faithful old woman named Anna, who prayed 
in the temple day and night. God told her that this Child was His 
Son, come to save men, and she thanked and praised God as she 
joyfully told all whom she saw that Christ had come. The name 
Christ means “anointed” or “the king” in Greek and “Messiah” 
in Hebrew. After an important day at the temple, Joseph and 
Mary took Jesus home to Nazareth.

Simeon and Anna

“If with all your hearts ye truly seek Me, 

Ye shall ever surely find Me.”
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Simoeon’s Song of Praise by Arent de Gelder, between 1700 and 1710
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Certain wise and curious men who lived a long way off studied 
astronomy. They had read and learned that when Christ would 
be born, they would see a new star. One night, they saw a new, 
bright star. It shone over the land of the Jews. The wise men 
recognized this prophecy, and they set off at once to go and see 
the newborn King. Atop strong camels, they took many people 
and provisions with them for their lengthy journey across the 
desert sands.

At last, they came to Jerusalem, over where the star shone. They 
asked the people, “Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for 
we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him” 
(Matthew 2:2).

At that time, the Romans had made a very wicked, cruel man 
king over the Jewish lands and people. His name was Herod. 
When he heard of these wise men and what they wanted to know 
about the new star, he was anxious. He was afraid he would no 
longer be king if a greater one was born. 

The Jewish people hoped and expected that Christ would come 
and were looking to heaven for their Savior and King. Herod 
knew this, and it made him angry and nervous. He sent for the 
chief priests and asked them where God had said that Christ 
should be born, and they told him that Christ should be born in 
the little town of Bethlehem.

The Wise Men
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Journey of the Magi by James Tissot, 1894
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Herod asked the wise men when they first saw the star. He sent 
them to Bethlehem and said that they should tell him when they 
had found Jesus so that he could worship Him too. However, the 
evil king really meant to kill Jesus when He was found.

The wise men left Herod and continued on to Bethlehem. To 
their great joy, the star that they saw in the east went before 
them and illuminated where the young Child was. The wise men 
entered the home and saw Jesus and His mother. They fell down 
and humbly worshiped Jesus and presented Him with lavish gifts 
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. They were overcome with 
happiness to have found Jesus and spent time with Him. Before 
they left Israel, God warned them in a dream not to return to 
Herod, so they traveled back to their own land by another way. 

“Come to Bethlehem and see

Him whose birth the angels sing;

Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King.”
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Virgin of the Angels - Song of the Angels by William-Adolphe Bouguereau, 1881 
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As Jesus was leaving a synagogue on the Sabbath day, He saw 
a man who had been blind from birth and had compassion on 
him. Jesus spat on the ground and made a clay of the dampened 
earth, spread the clay on the blind man’s eyes, and instructed 
him to go and wash in a pool that was nearby. The blind man 
did so, and his sight was miraculously returned to him.

Those who knew him when he was blind wondered if he were 
the same man who used to sit and beg. Some said that it was 
him, but others said it was not. But the man confirmed to the 
people that he was that man who used to sit and beg and then 
told them how Jesus restored his sight.

When some of the Pharisees heard of it, they called Jesus a 
sinner because he healed on the Sabbath Day. The man who was 
once blind said, “Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one 
thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see” ( John 9:25). 
At this, the Pharisees cast the man out.

When Jesus heard of it, He found the man and said to him, 
“Does thou believe on the Son of God” ( John 9:35)? The healed 
man said, “Who is He, Lord, that I might believe on him” (John 
9:36)? Jesus smiled and said, “Thou hast both seen him, and it is 
he that talketh with thee” ( John 9:37). 

The man believed Jesus and worshiped Him.

Jesus Healing the Blind Man
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Healing of the Blind Man by Jesus Christ by Carl Bloch, 1871  

SAMPLE
 

no
t fo

r u
se



101

Jesus Raising 
Lazarus from the Dead

A while later, Martha and Mary sent an urgent message to Jesus. 
Lazarus, their brother and Jesus’s friend, was very ill. The sisters 
thought Jesus would come immediately to heal him, but He 
didn’t and Lazarus died and was placed in a tomb.  

When Jesus finally did come, Martha went out to meet Him and 
said that if He had been there, Lazarus would not have died. Yet 
they knew that even now that he was dead, God would give Jesus 
anything He asked for. Jesus said, “Thy brother shall rise again” 
( John 11:23). 

At this point, Lazarus had been dead for four days, and the 
family and their friends were all weeping with heartache. When 
Jesus arrived at the tomb, He wept too. 

Lazarus’s grave was a cave, and a stone lay upon it, so Jesus 
told them to remove it. When they had done so, Jesus prayed to 
God in heaven and then loudly told Lazarus to come out. Then 
Lazarus walked out alive! Mary and Martha were overtaken with 
joy.
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The Raising of Lazarus by Pietro Novelli, between circa 1635 and circa 1640
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Jesus Healing Ten Lepers

While Jesus was traveling through a village, ten lepers, who stood 
a distance away, spotted Him and pleaded with Him to have 
mercy on them. So Jesus told them to go show themselves to the 
priests. As the lepers went to do so, their leprosy was taken away, 
and their sores disappeared!

Although all ten individuals were healed, only one returned to 
Jesus. The healed Samaritan fell at Jesus’s feet and glorified God 
with a loud voice and expressed thankfulness to Jesus for healing 
him.

Jesus asked him, “Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the 
nine” (Luke 17:17). The man had no answer for Him. Jesus said 
to the Samaritan at his feet, “Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath 
made thee whole” (Luke 17:19).

“I marvel that he should extend 

His great love unto such as I.”
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The Healing of the Ten Lepers by James Tissot, between 1886 and 1894
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Jesus and the Little Children

Soon after this, some mothers brought their children to Jesus. 
They wished for Him to bless their little ones, but the Apostles 
thought that Jesus would not want to be bothered. 

However, they were mistaken. Jesus said, “Suffer the little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is 
the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14). He then took the little ones 
in His arms, put His hands upon them, and blessed each one of 
them. The children knew Jesus loved them because they could 
feel His love and concern for them. The children loved Jesus very 
much.

“Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,

And fit us for heaven to live with thee there.”
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Christ Blessing Little Children by Henry Howe, 1869
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Jesus Appearing to His Apostles

The next Sunday, the Apostles again met in the same room. 
Thomas was with them on this day. Jesus came again and said 
to Thomas, “Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and 
reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not 
faithless, but believing” ( John 20:27). Thomas then declared, 
“My Lord and my God” ( John 20:28). Jesus said, “Thomas, 
because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they 
that have not seen, and yet have believed” ( John 20:29).

Jesus stayed forty days on earth after He was resurrected. He 
often talked with His disciples. Once He came to five hundred 
believers all in one place. Eventually Peter, James, John, 
Thomas, Nathanael, and two other disciples went back to their 
boats. They went out to fish on the sea, but all night they did not 
catch a single fish. When day broke, Jesus stood on the shore, 
but the Apostles did not recognize Him. Jesus asked them if they 
had any fish. They said no, so Jesus told them to cast their net on 
the right side of the ship. They did so, and the net nearly broke 
with the weight of the fish. John said with a smile, “It is the Lord 
( John 21:7). ” Peter at once swam ashore to Jesus. The others 
came in the boat dragging the net full of fish. When they came to 
the shore, the Apostles saw a fire of coals and fish laid on it and 
bread. Jesus asked them to bring some of their own fish. He said, 
“Come and dine” ( John 21:12). 
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Christ’s Appearance to the Apostles by A.N. Mironov, 2013 14
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When they had finished eating, Jesus asked Peter if he loved Him 
three times. Each time, Peter said that he did, so Jesus invited 
Peter to feed his lambs and sheep. Jesus was asking His Apostles 
to teach people about Him and His Father and to baptize them 
in His name. He promised to be with them always.

Jesus took His eleven remaining Apostles to the Mount of Olives, 
where He taught them many beautiful things. Then Jesus was 
taken up to heaven in a cloud, and He was hidden from their 
sight.

The Apostles stood for a long time looking up after Jesus. Two 
angels came to them and said, “Why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven” 
(Acts 1:11). The faithful disciples knew Jesus would come to the 
earth again. 

“Dear to the heart of the shepherd

Dear are the sheep of his fold;

Dear is the love that he gives them,

Dearer than silver or gold.”
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Good Shepherd by Bernhard Plockhorst
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Many believers, including the Apostles, followed Jesus’s teachings 
after He was gone. They loved Him dearly and wanted to be 
with Him again. Over two thousand years later, we still love 
Jesus and follow Him. Through the Spirit, we can know that He 
loves us perfectly and will always help us. We look forward to 
His return to the earth again. One glorious day, we can be again 
with Him, our Savior, Jesus Christ.

“Hail! The heav’n born Prince of Peace!

Hail! The Son of Righteousness!

Light and life to all his brings,

Ris’n with healing in his wings.”SAMPLE
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A White Halo of Roses by Andrei Mironov, 2015 15
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“And Jesus increased in 
wisdom and stature, and in 
favour with God and man.”

Feel the love of our Savior, Jesus Christ, and learn 
about His life through over 60 beautiful stories and 

accompanying works of art found within the pages of 
this book. In a language which can be enjoyed by all 

ages, these favorite Bible stories will bless your family as 
you strengthen your testimony and increase your 

knowledge of and love for the Lamb of God. 

Luke 2:52
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