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Spironolactone and Acne: A Comprehensive Guide 

Introduction 

Acne is a common skin condition that affects people of all ages, causing 
frustration and affecting self-esteem. While there are numerous over-the-
counter products and prescription medications available to combat acne, 
one medication that has gained attention for its potential effectiveness is 
spironolactone. In this blog post, we will delve into what spironolactone is, 
how it works to treat acne, its potential benefits, risks, and considerations 
to help you make an informed decision about incorporating it into your 
acne treatment regimen. 

What is Spironolactone? 

Spironolactone is a medication that was initially developed as a diuretic to 
treat conditions like hypertension and oedema (fluid retention). However, 
over the years, it has shown promising results in treating hormonal acne in 
certain individuals. 

How Does Spironolactone Work for Acne? 

Hormonal imbalances, particularly an excess of androgens (male 
hormones) in both men and women, can contribute to the development 
of acne. Spironolactone acts as an androgen receptor blocker, which 
means it reduces the effects of androgens on the sebaceous glands (oil-
producing glands) in the skin. By doing so, spironolactone can decrease oil 
production, leading to a reduction in acne breakouts. 

Who Can Benefit from Spironolactone? 

Spironolactone is typically prescribed for individuals with hormonal acne, 
particularly in adult women. It is often considered when other acne 
treatments, such as topical creams or antibiotics, have not provided 
satisfactory results. Teenagers may not be suitable candidates for 
spironolactone, as their acne is often related to different factors. 

Potential Benefits of Spironolactone for Acne 

1. Reduces Excess Oil Production: By targeting androgens, 
spironolactone can help regulate oil production, leading to less oily 
skin and fewer acne breakouts. 
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2. Anti-Inflammatory Properties: Spironolactone has mild anti-
inflammatory effects, which can help reduce redness and swelling 
associated with acne lesions. 

3. Fewer Side Effects Compared to Some Acne Medications: 
Spironolactone is generally well-tolerated by most individuals, and 
side effects are usually mild and reversible. 

4. Adjunct Treatment: Spironolactone can be used in combination 
with other acne treatments for enhanced effectiveness, especially 
for hormonal acne. 

Potential Risks and Considerations 

1. Hormonal Changes: Spironolactone may cause hormonal changes, 
especially in women. It can lead to irregular menstrual cycles and 
breast tenderness in some cases. 

2. Pregnancy Concerns: Pregnant women should avoid using 
spironolactone due to potential risks to the developing foetus. 

3. Monitoring Required: Regular check-ups and blood tests may be 
necessary while using spironolactone to monitor potassium levels, 
especially for individuals with pre-existing kidney problems. 

4. Initial Acne Flare: Some individuals may experience an initial 
worsening of acne before seeing improvement, but this is usually 
temporary. 

5. Not Suitable for All Types of Acne: Spironolactone is effective for 
hormonal acne, but it may not be the best option for other types of 
acne, such as cystic acne or acne caused by bacterial infections. 

Conclusion 

Spironolactone can be a valuable addition to an acne treatment plan, 
particularly for individuals with hormonal acne that hasn't responded well 
to other treatments. However, it is essential to consult with a 
dermatologist to determine whether spironolactone is the right choice for 
your specific acne type and individual health considerations. Remember 
that acne treatment requires patience and consistency, and results may 
vary from person to person. With proper medical guidance, you can take a 
step towards clearer, healthier skin. 

 

For more information or for a free skin consultation please contact 
holly@theskininvestmentclinic.com (Surrey clients) or 
lucinda@theskininvestmentclinic.com (Hampshire clients) 
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