
Parent’s  Guide
“if I fish for you, you eat for a day.  If I 

teach you to fish, you eat for a lifetime.”
Lao Tzu

http://www.fisher-kids.com
https://www.facebook.com/fisherkidschorecharts/
https://www.instagram.com/fisherkids_chore_charts/
https://twitter.com/fisher_kids
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jmbeck290/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcPiEe91tbD5JdcXTyFZ7JA
https://www.tiktok.com/@fisherkidschorecharts
https://www.pinterest.com/fisherkids


table of
 contents

section 1   Quick Installation and Set-Up Guide

section 2   Philosophy Behind Our Products

section 3   Components Included with the Station

section 4   Setting up the Responsibility Magnet

section 5   Using the Chore Chooser & Chore Sticks

section 6   Using the Paycheck Notepad 

section 7   Money Bags

section 8   Resources and More Information



quick installation and 
set-up guide

1.  Adults only should handle the metal pegboard until it is firmly 

mounted on the wall.  There are sharp edges which intentionally 

help stabilize the pegboard to the wall.

2.  Using the included screws, fasten to the wall through the 

corner pegboard holes.  The board is designed to mount on studs, 

as it measures 16” square.  If the wall is hollow or the studs can’t 

be used, use drywall anchors as well (not included).

3.  See images below for ideas to set up your station, or let your 

child go for it!  Up to three children can be on one board, although 

maximum engagement is with one-two children per board.  Check 

out our personalized products as well to allow your child to take 

full ownership of this system!

4.  For suggestions using the responsibility magnet with multiple 

children, check out our monthly newsletter archives or click on the 

image below to watch a video on this topic.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bCSKIplhLMo
https://fisher-kids.com/pages/resources-and-more-information
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bCSKIplhLMo


MAGNET:  The Daily Deeds are things you expect your child 

to do as part of the family team.  As a team, you all contribute for 

intrinsic value.  The Daily Chores are the number of chore sticks 

your child will choose that day. 

chore sticks:  The Chore Sticks are marked with a 

mutually respectful “Thank You.” After all, we are all part of a 

family team.  Use a marker or pen to write the age-appropriate 

task that your child will choose, based on what you have filled out 

in the “Daily Chores” section of the magnet.  Keep in mind that 

these aren’t always chores.  They are simply tasks to teach your 

child so that one day, (s)he can live independently.

If I fish for you, you eat for a day.  If I teach you to fish, you eat for a lifetime.

responsibility magnet

commission
earned

daily deeds

{so I can help
out my family

team}

day of the week

daily chores
{or number of

chores to choose}

{so I can learn
how to live on
my own one day}

monday

*make 
your bed

*do your 
laundry

*make 
your bed

*take out 
recycling

*make 
your bed

*we love 
you

*choose 2 
chores

*we love 
you!

*choose 1 
chore
(test

tomorrow!)

$2.00 $2.00 $2.00

thursday
*make 

your bed

*trash bins 
to the curb

*choose 2 
chores

$2.00

*make 
your bed

*walk the 
dog

*family 
movie 
night

$1.00

*make 
your bed

*do your 
laundry

*choose 2 
chores

$2.00

*family 
day!

*choose 2 
chores

check the air filters



PAYCHECK:  The Paycheck is your child’s means of holding 

accountable for the daily chores (s)he does to help out the family 

team.  Each day/week/however you track the tasks, (s)he fills out.  

At the end of the week (or whenever is best for your family budget 

to pay out), the paycheck is torn off, turned in, and exchanged for

commission.  This can be cash, 

Venmo, IOUs, but it needs to 

eventually be currency in order to 

educate how to manage money.  

MONEY BAGS:  This is 

the fun part!  You can structure 

this however you like, but the idea 

is to teach the concept that there 

is responsibility associated with 

money earned.  We serve others 

(Give), we prepare for the future 

(Save), and we use earned money
to live a safe, healthy, happy, responsible life (Spend).  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HrY6Lw4BkDw


philosophy behind
our products

          
 
 Parenting is arguably the most difficult job on this planet; 
it is monetarily unpaid, but intrinsically more rewarding than any 
other job.  We all found out the moment we held our sweet babies 
in our arms and spilled tears of genuine awe on their wrinkly red 
faces that there is no blueprint, no book for dummies, and no 
magic theory for parenting.  Raising children is one of the most 
selfless acts, but the joy we gain from it makes it ironically so 
selfish.  And suddenly, they aren’t children anymore, but rather 
participating adults in our intricate society.  In a blink of an eye is 
an understatement.  We have but a finite time to do our job, and 
ultimately, responsible children morph into responsible adults.
Of course, it’s just not that simple!  How do we do it?  How 
do we raise responsible kids?  We certainly don’t claim to 
be experts in parenting.  (Is there really such a thing?)  We 
are so far from it!  We have, however, found a system that 
works for our family and we want to share it with you.  
 After a few years of teaching junior high and high school 
students, it became quite apparent to me that there was a serious 
lack of accountability, ownership, and responsibility among our 
children today.   I was constantly fielding phone calls from nervous 
parents that their little one forgot his homework today and mom 
or dad was going to leave work, go home, get the homework 
and bring it to him as soon as possible.  My response was met 

“  I fish for you, you eat for a day.  If I 
teach you to fish, you eat for a lifetime.”

Lao Tzu



with abhorrent surprise:  “Let your child get the homework slip 
and soon this will teach him that it is indeed his responsibility to 
remember it.”  Even though there was no negative consequence 
for only one homework slip, parents were, in general, not willing to 
let their children make mistakes.  The premise behind Fisherkids® 
is actually the platform for human learning:  to make mistakes 
and consequently learn from them.  Many parents are so afraid to 
let their children safely fail, whether it is because of what others 
will think, because they can’t stand to see their child upset, or 
because they don’t want their child mad at them, many parents 
just can’t let their kids fall down, even though they are there to 
pick them up, dust them off, and give a big smooch on the noggin.  
 This is, by all standards, a human’s fundamental learning 
process: to make a mistake once and learn not to do so again.  If Gor 
leaves the cave to go hunt a woolly mammoth with only a pebble 
as his defense, the rest of the clan soon learns that they cannot kill 
a woolly mammoth with only a pebble…on to bigger rocks, and so 
the learning process continues until more sophisticated weapons 
of mammoth destruction are developed.  It is an interesting debate 
to determine whether parents forbidding their child to fail is due to 
socialization, parenting, or just the societal drive to create infallible 
children who will go on to college to do more, have more, own 
more.  That said, though, humans do have an inherent motivation to 
succeed.  Our stations are designed to teach children that there are 
some things we do simply because we want to help the family team 
succeed.  These are not “paid for” chores, simply deeds we all do 
around the house to keep a healthy, happy, high-functioning home.  
Read on to find out more about setting up the responsibility magnet.  
 There is another reason Fisherkids®  was developed, 
however.  I run into parents all the time that want desperately 
to teach their children generosity, responsibility, financial 
accountability; they want to implement a chore system as well, 
but it’s so much to teach in so little time.  We get busy with our 
lives….work, extracurricular activities, family time, church, friends, 
and hopefully some sleep.  By the time kids get home, do 



homework, eat dinner, get ready for bed, there isn’t time for the 
generosity, responsibility, financial accountability, and certainly not 
chores.  Or perhaps parents will start one system and amidst the 
chaos of life, it is eventually set by the wayside.  I have parents 
tell me all the time, “We really dropped the ball on that one….”  
 Fisherkids®  teaches several lessons in one streamlined 
station.  Please don’t get discouraged...our goal is not perfection, 
it’s instead to be realistic.  It takes about two or three weeks for it to 
become truly easy, and even then, it is still a parent’s responsibility 
to keep it going.  The lessons it teaches are crucial to raising 
responsible children.  The lessons are indeed important, but the 
most wonderful gift of this system is that it mandates family time, 
family cooperation, and emphasizes the importance of family.  
Check out our introductory video guide on our Home Page. 
 Please be sure to sign up for our monthly newsletters on our 
website, so you can receive our tips, motivation, sales, new product 
releases and much more.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to us 
for any reason.  We are thrilled to have been able to serve your family. 

  Gratefully, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Hs8mjQTbLE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Hs8mjQTbLE
https://fisher-kids.com/
https://fisher-kids.com/


      components included 
with the station

 Your starter system comes with all that is necessary to get started:  
pegboard, screws, & hooks, chore chooser, chore sticks, responsibility 
magnet, commission tear-pad, & money bags.  The key to success with 
this system is to keep it all accessible to your children.  We keep the 
entire system in our “Grand Central Station”, which is where backpacks 
are kept near the back door.  Just make it flow well for your family.  
Consistency is crucial with kids, so once you get it in place, keep it 
there so they will know where to expect it.  The purpose of the metal 
pegboard is so that it is never “out of sight, out of mind.”

setting up the 
responsibility magnet

 The responsibility magnet is a list of things expected 
daily/weekly from your child(ren).  You can use a dry-erase 
marker or you can use a fine tip Sharpie to fill it in.  To remove 
the Sharpie, just wipe it off with fingernail polish remover.    
 To fill in the magnet, begin by filling in the days of the 
week.  We have left this blank because every family’s schedule is 
different and we do not want to presume which day of the week you 
consider to be a true family day (no work, just time to be together).  
If possible, designate one day a week as a family day/pay day.  
The first block of the magnet is for the responsibilities your child is simply 
expected to complete each day/week.  These are things that help the family 
team succeed.  They are not “paid for” chores, but rather unpaid deeds 
to support the family.  These are rewarded with lots of praise and thanks.



 The next block allows you to either let your child know 
how many chore sticks to choose (we’ll get into that in the next 
section) or exactly what chores to complete.  Older children may not 
want to choose a chore, but prefer that you just tell them what to 
complete.  Younger children probably prefer to pull a stick out of the 
bucket.  {TIP: As children get older and/or become involved in more 
extracurricular activities, it might be easier to have them complete 
their chores by the end of the week rather than every single day.}  
The last block of the magnet is a space for you to write how much money 
your child will earn if all the responsibilities are completed.  The Fisherkids® 
system works with a commission system versus an allowance system.  
Allowance assumes that your child is entitled to money, or “allowed” 
money.  What we like about calling it commission is that it instills the sense 
of work ethic versus entitlement.  Parents know they need to teach their 
child how to manage money, so why not teach work ethic  along with it?
 You want your child(ren) to succeed, yet it should be a challenge 
of responsibility.  It is severely unmotivating to know your goal is 
unattainable; if you aren’t going to meet the goal, it’s human nature 
to lose motivation to even try (cue the New Year resolution).  Start 
with a couple of responsibilities and let your child feel the intrinsic 
thrill of accomplishment, then you can add another or change them 
up.  A general guideline for the number of responsibilities to expect 
of your child is listed in the appendix in Table 2.  This will vary family 
to family, but we are teaching responsibility and teamwork within 
the family, not the ability to follow directions.  Set a challenging 
goal, yet one that can be met and consequently rewarded.  
 One family that tested the Fisherkids® responsibility system 
for us used this part of the system to form habits.  Some of their 
family deeds included music practice, sports practice, etc, but 
they also added one or two responsibilities and kept them on the 
board for at least twenty-one days (to form a habit), such as drinking 
enough water, brushing teeth twice a day, etc.  What a great idea!
 Parents are role models, whether we like it or not!  Let your 
kids know that you have chores, too.  It’s okay to let them know that 
you have many responsibilities around the house as well and that 



if you didn’t complete your deeds for the family, life as they know it 
would begin to fall into disarray; so if their role models don’t disappoint, 
then it is likely that your children will not want to disappoint.  The key 
word is want; kids will drop the ball (just like we occasionally might), 
and they will want you to “fish for them.” It’s also tempting at times to 
do it for them because it’s just easier than teaching it!  Another great 
idea posed to us was to have parents choose chore sticks of their own, 
especially if your kids aren’t used to seeing you do certain chores around 
the house. because perhaps it’s after bedtime or before they wake up.  
 How much money should you pay your child?  Too much money 
and not enough money both can drive motivation down.  There is no 
rhyme or reason; but keep this question in mind: “What does your child 
really need the money for?”  For younger children, you pay for their 
house, their food, their clothes, etc., and they don’t drive; so really, 
they don’t need a lot for spending.  Older children, however, may need 
money for gas, insurance, movies, etc.  It is explained later what to do 
with the money once they receive it, but ultimately, the commission will 
be split three ways.  This isn’t a way to “keep up with the Joneses.”  
Just pay them what you think will excite and motivate them, yet keep 
a reality check on it.  Since this is commission not allowance, your child 
can always do MORE than what is required to earn more money during 
the week.  It gives them an incentive to work to save for something 
they really want.   Think about “raises”, too, throughout the year.
More on this topic follows in the section about using the money bags.

TIP: if you are homeschooling your children, we have a weekly notepad 
designed specifically to incorporate both our responsibility magnet and 
your weekly curriculum guide. Below are images of the top part of the 
notepad (curriculum) and the bottom portion (responsibilities).

https://www.etsy.com/listing/785861190/homeschool-notepad-for-fisherkids?click_key=3e9fc430ab3c50e341e053e3178d83f949009734%3A785861190&click_sum=2f34a66c&ref=shop_home_active_10


{Table 1} Examples of age-appropriate chores
*Chores aren’t always about cleaning!  What do you do in order 
to run a safe, healthy, and responsible household?

*Examples are additive, so chores for a 3-year-old are appropriate 
for any age above 3, and so on.

*Please remember that you know your child best.  Ultimately, you 
decide what chores your child can safely complete.  This is just a 
guide!

age age-appropriate chore
3+ -clear spot at the table

-brush teeth (still with your help!)
-clean up toys after playtime
-help fold a blanket from bed
-make a bed
-take laundry to the laundry room
-dust baseboards with “lost socks” on his/her sweet little 
hands

age age-appropriate chore
4+ -clean up toys from backyard

-clean a window with a water-filled squirt bottle
-clean baseboards with “lost socks” over their hands and a 
water-filled squirt bottle

5+ -vacuum (if too heavy, use a hand-held 
vacuum or broom vacuum)
-“dish dash” (gather up all the dishes/cups 
lying around house)
-clean mirrors with window cleaning wipes
-feed pet(s)

6+ -pull weeds in the yard
-take out the trash
-water plants around the house
-fold laundry

7+ -pack lunches (great for teaching nutrition and serving sizes! 
Check out our lunch packer checklists on our website!)
-mop floors
-dust



8+ -do a load of laundry (from start to finish!)
-set the table for a meal
-hand wash dishes/pots & pans
-cook one part of a meal (with supervision)
-clean toys
-organize pantry and make a grocery list

9+ -empty/load the dishwasher
-clean/scrub sinks
-wipe down cabinets
-household light bulb checklist
-change bed sheets

10+ -clean toilets (always wear gloves!)
-clean out refrigerator
-organize pantry shelf/shelves
-clean up pet messes/litter boxes

11+ -cook a meal (with supervision)
-prepare grocery list/clip coupons
-bathe pets

12+ -yard work
-mend clothes
-ironing
-wash a car
-change air filters and be responsible for
reminders for each future changing

13-15+ -clean the garage
-clean stove/oven
-change light bulbs
-clean pool
-smoke alarm battery check & be responsible for reminder 
for each future testing

16-17+ -clean out a car
-check air pressure in car tires
-run errands
-bill pay lessons
-retirement savings lessons



using the chore 
chooser & chore sticks

{Table 2}  Age-appropriate number of daily chores. 

*Keep in mind that our goal is to teach our children
to live independently not to  make them simply follow
directions.  It might also be easier for older children to complete 
their chores weekly not necessarily daily.

ages age-appropriate number of chores
3-4 1-2

5-6 2-3

7+ max of 4

 
 The chore sticks come blank on one end and are marked with a 
thank you for your children on the other end.  Mutual respect is imperative 
within a family.  Don’t misunderstand me: YOU provide for your children 
and YOU are the parent.  Mutual respect doesn’t translate into letting the 
kids set the rules, and certainly shouldn’t make you feel bad if you upset 
your child(ren).  You are the parent, not their BFF.  However, showing 
your appreciation to your children as they contribute to the family team 
is a great way to show you respect them as little humans.  As they begin 
to make responsible choices in life, we allow them more freedoms; but 
when they make less than appropriate choices, it’s our job to tighten 
the reins a bit.  Finally, hopefully, they get to the point where they have 
grown up and can take the reins into their own hands.  So each chore 
stick is marked with a simple thank you for participating as a teammate.  
 The other end is blank.  Just use a pen or marker to write the 
chore on the blank end.  Chores should be age-appropriate.  You 



wouldn’t ask a three year old to clean the toilet!  Some age-appropriate 
chores are listed in Table 1.  The key to assigning chores to the chore 
sticks is to remember that we are ultimately teaching independent 
living, not simply a task of cleaning.  Mentally review your day/week/
month and identify what your child will need to know when (s)he lives 
independently.  Things like changing air filters, gardening, cooking and 
menu planning, grocery shipping, auto upkeep, and much more are all 
great ideas to age-appropriately teach our children things to take care 
of when they are on their own.  I remember one task we used on a chore 
stick was to clean the vacuum filter on the vacuum we had at the time.  
Claire looked at me and said, “There’s a filter on the vacuum?” right 
before she gagged at the site of it :) 
 For younger children who can’t read or for children with 
learning differences, we have created a set of chore stick picture tags 
that associate the chore word with a picture.  Simply stick one on the 
end of a chore stick and this will give them even more ownership and 
accountability since they won’t have to run to you to ask you to read the 
chore for them!  The set comes with two blanks for you to personalize 
for your household. 
 We ask our children to do two chores a day (exclusive of what 
they do just as part of the family, like making their bed and keeping their 
rooms clean, homework, getting ready for the next day, etc.).  Once 
they pull a chore for the day and complete the chore, we set it aside so 
they can’t pull it again.  We put in a couple of free passes, too, but if the 
kids have a less than awesome week, we have no problem removing the 
free passes.  You can decide how many chores for which your kids are 
responsible; each pack of chore sticks comes with enough to do up to 3 
chores a day for 6 days a week.  Choose one day to relax with the family 
and one day for pay day so they can reap the rewards of their efforts, learn 
to manage their earnings, and be motivated for the upcoming week.
 I have been asked what we do if our children don’t complete their 
daily responsibilities.  Are there consequences?  I feel like that is entirely 
up to you.  Actually, the way you use this whole system is entirely up to you!  
Whatever you decide to do, balance it with praise when they help out the 
family team.  We have developed a Consequence Spinner that you can 

https://fisher-kids.com/products/chore-stickers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iQ9gEEbdSXM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iQ9gEEbdSXM
https://fisher-kids.com/products/spinner-bundle-pack


purchase from our online store.  You fill in the consequences, your child 
spins for it, and who knows?  He could, after all, land on the “Grace Space,” 
teaching another valuable lesson of forgiveness.  Then he can prove 
himself a valuable member of the team next week, free of consequence!
Additionally, keep in mind that our lives are incredibly hectic, which 
provides the need for Fisherkids® in the first place.  There are days 
when we know it will cause more stress than lessons to complete the 
days’ responsibilities: we let the kids know in the morning that this is 
a crazy day, so no chores for the day!  They still have to complete the 
responsibilities as a team member, but no chore sticks.  Stay focused, 
but realistic.  Remember that we are running a marathon not a sprint, 
and perfection is not what we seek.  You might totally get off track 
with this system for a while (I know our summers are MUCH more 
lax!) but the key is not to give it up, but rather get right back on track.
 Many parents tell me that it is just too difficult to require their 
older children to do chores on top of an increasing amount of homework, 
sports, school, and church responsibilities.  I understand this completely, 
as two of our children are now adults (we started using this system when 
they were 6 and 8).  The way you implement this program is ultimately 
up to you.  I firmly believe kids need to be kids.  Children learn so 
much about life just by playing and being with other children.  BUT, 
this doesn’t negate the need for teaching responsibility.  I argue that 
older children need this system more than younger ones for multiple 
reasons.  Once you are an adult with adult responsibilities: a job, family, 
house, bills, a social life, not to mention the increased responsibility 
to save for college, retirement, etc., there is little room to falter from 
a time management perspective.  This also teaches them not to take 
on more than they can handle.  It’s better to do a few things very well 
than many things just so-so.  Let’s teach this to our children while we are 
there to help them dust off and try again.  NOW is the time to let your 
children make mistakes, fail, try again, succeed, not when they have 
the added responsibilities of adulthood.  You can take this system to 
whatever level you care to take it with your kids.  Many of our customers 
have found it easier with older children to require them to finish their 
chores by Saturday, whenever it is convenient for their schedules, rather 

http://shop.fisher-kids.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Hs8mjQTbLE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Hs8mjQTbLE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Hs8mjQTbLE


than a daily requirement.  If your children don’t work outside the home, 
then you can even build in sick days, vacation days, etc!  I know that 
sounds over-the-top, but it is a variable of this system that will teach 
valuable lessons.   Switch up the chores every once in a while.  (We 
change ours every six months or so.)  We keep a lot of the core chores, 
but delete some and add some.   Think outside the box, too, as it’s 
about life lessons not just cleaning the house.  Make the chores age 
appropriate, and teach your children the right way to do each task.  
Once you show them once or twice, you have taught them to fish!

using the paycheck 
notepad

 The paycheck notepad is for your child, and promotes 
accountability.  At the end of each day, or as she completes her chores 
and family deeds, she will write how much money she has earned.  
Younger children can do tick marks for each responsibility they complete, 
or you can give them stickers.  Your child does this each day of the week 
except for the day you have designated as Family Day/Pay Day.  On Pay 
Day,  your child will add up each day’s commission to get the total for 
the “paycheck.”  Then she turns it in for her reward!  
 There are several alternatives to this approach.  Depending on 
age or neurological/cognitive function, some children may need daily 
reinforcements rather than weekly.  More frequent and immediate 
feedback will capture her attention very quickly and will motivate her for 
the next day.  Gradually, as she becomes aware of the rewards for her 
diligent work, you can begin to spread it out.  
 Each notepad page has a quote for the week to encourage 
family dialogue.  Read these quotes often throughout the week and 
discuss them with your child or read them on Pay Day around the dinner 
table.  Each quote was chosen for its relevance to the basic premises of 
Fisherkids®: accountability, responsibility, wealth, charity, diligence, 



education, and the importance of family unity.  Quotes were selected 
from literary works, distinguished leaders, motivational speakers, biblical 
references, etc.  

moneY BAGS
Give, Save, & Spend

 Now it’s time to teach fiscal responsibility.  There are three 
money bags in this kit that will help you with this lesson.  Let’s 
teach our kids to be financially wise, and ultimately happy with the 
blessings they have versus the jealousy for that which they don’t have.        
So each Pay Day, your child brings you his notepad page (“paycheck”) 
in exchange for his commission.  This is an excellent time for praise and 
gratitude, thanking him for his efforts [even if the windows are streaked 
from his “cleaning” or (speaking from experience) the dry cleaning pile 
was accidentally washed in an unsupervised effort to switch the laundry 
loads].  A hug goes a long way, especially for your child who tends 
to seek your approval every day, even if it doesn’t often seem like it!  
 It is important to sit with your child for a few minutes each Pay 
Day to talk with him as you both put the money in the proper place.  
There are three categories for your child’s money: give it, save it, spend 
it.  Have the appropriate monies on hand.  We keep a basket labeled 
“commission money” filled with a variety of coins and bills so that they 
can be accurately paid each week.  You can also use play money that 
can be exchanged for real currency when the time comes to “cash in,” 
use Venmo or transfers if they have bank accounts, whatever works 
for your family.  As the bags become filled, you can change out coins 
for dollars, which is another great math lesson about equivalency.  
 So pay your child what she has earned and then head for the 
money bags! This is a math lesson in and of itself, and should change as 
your child ages and becomes more learned in percentages.  When they 
are young, children can split the paycheck evenly into each bag.  As

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7NHYpuB-SLY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sxAwbGLaQGA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HrY6Lw4BkDw


they age, though, teach them to divide commissions into percentages into 
each bag.  The percentages are up to you, but keep in mind their needs.  
For a younger child you may teach 10% for giving, 30% for spending, and 
60% for saving.  But as they age, they will need more for spending, etc.  

gIve it!  The lessons here abound and really, the sky is the limit.  Try 
not to simply put the “give” money in an envelope and send it off every 
time….create teachable moments!  We want our kids to truly feel the 
heartwarming gift that charity paradoxically gives us.  We give and 
receive at the same time.  Teach humility…we give for the sake of helping 
others, not for recognition or extrinsic reward.  Go shopping and then 
take your kids to a community mission to donate cans of food, clothes, 
etc.  Donate to a scholarship fund at a school.  It seems crazy that you 
would only donate $1.00 to such an endeavor, but we aren’t teaching 
quantity.  We are teaching the fine art of altruism, and any amount 
counts.  If you do need to wait until a lump sum is available to give, 
start a charity jar and watch it pile up.  The generosity you are teaching 
is invaluable.  As your child ages, teach how to choose a worthy charity, 
let her choose a charity she feels strongly about, then have her “adopt” 
that charity, possibly for the rest of her life!  Please visit our website 
under Resources for valuable lessons as you teach the art of giving.

Save it!  This is a fun one, too!  You can find out what the minimum 
amount required to open a savings account at your community bank.  
It’s fun to track it online with your kids, too.  The climbing graphs are 
fun to watch!  You can draw a thermometer on a poster, put a picture 
at the top of what your child is saving for, and watch the “mercury” 
rise to the top of the thermometer.  As your kids reach an age at which 
they can comprehend future expenses, start talking about cars, college, 
etc.  As they get older, it may be important for you to divide savings 
into various earmarked “accounts,” such as car, college, retirement, 
etc.  Start teaching these things now so it isn’t such a reality check 
later when they think that a salary only needs to cover monthly out-
lays, not future needs.  Be sure to check out the website….there are 
lots of fantastic tools for teaching financial planning and management.

https://fisher-kids.com/pages/resources-and-more-information


spend it!  WE ALL KNOW THIS IS SO MUCH FUN!  At first, your 
child may want to go out that very minute and spend it all, even if 
all she could buy with that week’s money is a piece of bubble gum.  
There is an art to spending, and if you teach along the way, it won’t 
take long to understand that she can save the spend money for a while 
to get something much bigger and better!  On your outings together 
to the store when they say, “WOW!  I want that!” or “MOM!  DAD!  
Can I have this PAAAAALEASE?”  You can respond with, “What a great 
thing to save your spend money for” or “Why don’t you take on extra 
responsibilities at home to earn even MORE money so you can buy this 
sooner!” or even better, “You sure can, just use your Fisherkids money.” 
Every single time we were at the checkout aisle (we call it the Devil’s 
aisle because it’s flawlessly merchandised for children and at their eye 
level.  Well done, Target),  our kids would ask for a bottle of water.  
When we started the Fisherkids system, we said, “You sure can! Use your 
Fisherkids money.” The immediate question was how much that would 
be, and we responded with the number of days of chores to equal the 
bottle of water (they were young at the time, so they didn’t need to earn 
a whole lot of money).  The wheels turned in their brains and they said, 
“Never mind, I’ll just go to the water fountain.” Greg and I high-fived 
and realized that our children just needed to learn the value of a dollar.   
 If children always get what they ask for, then how do they ever 
truly comprehend monetary value?  It’s amazing to see the wheels turning 
as they listen (not just hear) you tell them that the toy they are simply 
going to DIE if they don’t get is worth twenty weeks of commission 
money!  Or if the bottle of water, without which they will instantly sustain 
a serious case of hypernatremia, is their entire week’s spend money.  
The Spend It money bag is more of a short-term savings bag.  Teach 
your child to set a goal for what he wants to buy, then save for it.  There 
are many lessons along the way with this approach:  delayed vs. instant 
gratification, sacrifice, “eye on the prize”, and inner strength, to name a few.  
 Of course, while he is saving for his goal, there may be times 
when he wants something spontaneous (like in the Devil’s Aisle), and 
you will know it’s not a smart purchase.  This was a tough one for 



Greg, because he knew it would last all of ten minutes.  This is a great 
lesson to learn, though: the cheap spontaneous purchases are fun and 
exciting for a few minutes, but your child will quickly learn that those 
purchases only prolong the time it takes to reach a bigger goal; they 
will also learn that the cheap item will cause serious disappointment 
when it breaks or loses flavor in the first ten minutes of paying for it.  

 Thank you so much for your family’s support of our company.  We 
are grateful for the chance to serve your family and anything you need 
from us, please don’t hesitate to reach out.  There are several resources 
you may find helpful as you implement this system.  We have several 
resources available to you on our website, video blogs on our YouTube 
channel,  archived newsletters, and lots of social media channels to follow.
 Consider personalizing the station to further engage your child.  
We created accessories that follow our four Cs of human engagement: 
Creativity, Challenge, Curiosity, and within a Controlled environment.  
We have custom nameplates, What to Expect personalized weekly 
calendars,  personalized checklists so your child knows exactly what to 
do to prepare for the next day, bedtime, morning routine, however you 
design the checklist.  It will be so fun to have some extra family time 
because everything is done and ready to go, versus a chaotic rush to get  
it all done by bedtime or as you are rushing out the door the next day!  
 Thank you again  for your support.  It is a privilege for us to serve 
your family.     
     Gratefully, 

RESOURCES & MORE 
information

https://www.facebook.com/fisherkidschorecharts/
https://www.instagram.com/fisherkids_chore_charts/
https://twitter.com/fisher_kids
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jmbeck290/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcPiEe91tbD5JdcXTyFZ7JA
https://www.tiktok.com/@fisherkidschorecharts
https://www.pinterest.com/fisherkids


Accessories for the  Responsibility Station
{www.fisher-kids.com}

*Here are just a few of the accessories for your child’s responsibility 
station that will enhance ownership, accountability, & ultimately, 
engage  your child to a greater extent!

personalized nameplate

chore stick picture tags

checklists

what to expect
calendars

behavior & habit spinners
(buy 2 consequence spinners & 
use one for positive rewards!}

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YxQsN18soqU
http://www.fisher-kids.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iQ9gEEbdSXM
https://www.etsy.com/listing/42074224/after-school-checklist?click_key=83a2226410e3fac95c2e8770d267c07d3d8cf832%3A42074224&click_sum=4e1e78c6&ref=shop_home_recs_10
https://www.etsy.com/listing/49396905/personalized-weekly-calendar?click_key=1f8150b51997005a37f410de1153d51778551281%3A49396905&click_sum=fa3e9bdf&ref=shop_home_recs_19
https://fisher-kids.com/products/spinner-bundle-pack

