
‘The future belongs to 
everyone belonging.’

ExtraSpecialTeas org.



who we are

is a unique retail teahouse  
in 

Great Barrington, 
Massachusetts 

employing special needs  
young adults.

EXTRASPECIALTEAS ORG.



the problem we’re addressing
Approx 80% of the approx 1.5 million people in the U.S. on the autism spectrum disorder are under the age of 22
35 have not had a job or received postgraduate education after leaving high school 
26 have received no support services at all
25 are socially isolated, meaning they’ve not seen/spoken with friends nor been invited to social activities within the past year

‘THE SERVICES CLIFF’
If  the Young Adults with Autism Community were 100 People--  

‘Then all of a sudden, when 
they graduate high school, the 
special ed services go away. 
What you’re left with is a hodge-
podge patchwork of different 
public services that are pretty 
difficult to access.’

‘A lot of kids are starting to sit 
at home. There’s nothing out 
there. 
  We have to create it.’ 

--PAUL SHATTUCK, PhD, Professor & Life 
Course Outcomes Director at A.J. Drexel 

Autism Institute & School of Public Health, 
Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA

--MAUREEN BRENNER,  
Executive Director, Riverview Boarding 
School, East Sandwich, MA

--CHERRI SANES, Founder of  
ExtraSpecialTeas.org & mother of Jache Sanes,  
22 yrs old, Sheffield, MA

‘Many higher functioning 
autistic young adults are ‘falling 
through the cracks’, they’re not 
eligible for services that could 
make all the difference in their 
lives & therefore aren’t going 
to be the contributors to this 
country that they could be.’ 



INTEGRATED EMPLOYMENT 
+ COMMUNITY BUILDING

our mission

We’re creating a mainstreet re-
tail TeaHouse experience where 

extra special needs young 
people & local community  

people can get to know each 
other over tea. 

We offer an array of high  
quality, loose leaf brews with 

light fare accompaniments plus 
our inspired environment  

provides achievement  
opportunities & vocational 

training for young adults with 
intellectual or  

developmental differences. 

Come in & explore our exciting 
tea offerings or volunteer for  

our fulfillment program.



Every EST TeaHouse will... 
- be found along an influential mainstreet
- drive awareness 
- build integrated community 
- employ 20+ young adults with intellectual  
   &/or developmental disabilities
- engage 40+ community member volunteers 
- raise $150k annually 

our big vision

‘ M A I N S T R E E T ’
TRANSFORMING PERCEPTION AROUND THOSE WITH DIFFERENCES

AM

transforming 1 community at a time
WE ASPIRE TO OPEN 5 LOCATIONS BY 2025



our supporters

volunteers  

EST board    



our offerings

PROGRAM 
vocational training  
& therapy services 

PRODUCTS 
fresh brewed, loose teas with light 

fare accompaniments plus EST BRAND 
baked goods & merchandise 

COMMUNITY 
teahouse experience  
& volunteer base 



partcipant created communications

Our vocational program will 
include communications efforts 
which participants can take part 

in with our large collection of 
‘brand stamps’ we’ve created 
that require basic motions to 

implement.



our media mentions

http://www.btaconline.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/September-2015-BTAC.pdf

http://www.btaconline.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/September-2015-BTAC.pdf

http://wikisend.com/download/712708/Extra%20Specialteas-09-03-15.mp3

SEPT 2015  
Berkshire Trade & 
Commerce  

JAN 2016  
Autism Speaks  
Local Grant Recipient 

SEPT 2015 
WSBS 860 AM & 94.1 FM 
Radio Interview 
[Scott & Cherri Sanes]



our first press release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 1, 2016 
Contact: Cherri Sanes   extraspecialteas@gmail.com    www.extraspecialteas.org
OPEN HOUSE CELEBRATING THE LAUNCH OF EXTRASPECIALTEAS 
SATURDAY, APRIL 2, 2016

On Saturday, April 2nd, in celebration of World Autism Awareness Day, the landscape of downtown Great Barrington, MA, 
brightens with the Grand Opening of ExtraSpecialTeas, a Teahouse operated by special needs young adults. State Repre-
sentative William ‘Smitty’ Pignatelli will cut the ribbon at the opening ceremony at 1:00 pm. He will be joined by MaryLee 
Daniels, Former Acting Area Director, DDS Berkshire Area Office, and Melissa Guyer, Acting Area Director, DDS Berkshire Area 
Office. All members of the community are invited to the ribbon cutting ceremony followed by refreshments in the Teahouse 
until 4:00 pm.

ExtraSpecialTeas is located at 2 Elm St. in a Victorian House a stone’s throw from Main Street. The Open House will show- 
case this Boho Chic styled Teahouse and provide each tea connoisseur with the good karma of helping open doors of 
opportunity in this non-profit charitable setting. 

ExtraSpecialTeas was created to address the ‘services cliff’ encountered when special needs children become special needs 
adults — and the support services dry up. The retail concept behind ExtraSpecialTeas provides job/life skills, training, and 
therapy services in a place where people with special needs can connect with each other and community members and 
contribute to their community regularly in a safe and familiar environment.

Founders Cherri and Scott Sanes have a son challenged with autism. ‘When Jache turned 22 years old, public school was 
no longer an option. We wanted Jache and folks with similar challenges to be INcluded, not EXcluded from the community’ 
says Scott. Cherri is the driving force behind EST: ‘We have three powerful motivators... hope, a love of tea and the dream 
that every special needs person can do something that will give them a place in their community and that community will 
see them through a different lens.’

Following the Open House, the operating hours of ExtraSpecialTeas will be Monday-Friday 10:00am to 4:00pm  
ExtraSpecialTeas,  2 Elm Street, Great Barrington, MA 01230 Tel: 413.429.6500. 

To schedule an interview or a preview of the Teahouse, contact Cherri Sanes at: 413.429.6500 or by email:  
extraspecialteas@gmail.com



our funding

EST is sponsored by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Department of Developmental Services 

$20k 
per full time participant annually 

$50k 
PRIVATE  

DONATIONS 

EST’s website accepts donations through PayPal button
to date 

$55k 
CROWDFUNDING 

Amount EST has raised on www.CrowdRise.com
to date 

STATE 
SPONSORSHIP

$4k 
EST was awarded a local grant for their Supported Group 
Employment Program by Autism Speaks 

January 2016

GRANTS 



our founders

‘Everyone has something to contribute to the world. 

They just need a chance. 

EST is designed to offer that opportunity to our son  
& others with special needs.’
        --Cherri Sanes 
                        Co-Founder + Director 
                                 ExtraSpecialTeas.org

‘Our program is for  
people who are considered  
not employable. 

They are still capable of  
achievement & seek a sense  
of purpose just like we all do.’

 --Scott Sanes 
Co-Founder +  

Board Chairman 
       ExtraSpecialTeas.org

Executive Summary

ExtraSpecialTeas is an exciting new community integration & employment concept for 
young adults with disabilities who would not otherwise be employed. Currently, when 
special needs students age out of public education, traditional employment service agen-
cies turn them away due to their inability to meet various activities of daily living (ADLs).  
Therefore, the vast majority of disabled young adults find it difficult to establish a place 
of belonging  in society once they leave school.  Some may get jobs in laundry or lawn 
care, grocery or fast food, but most remain in Day Habilitation Programs, which provide no 
vocational opportunities, while many others remain excluded altogether, simply staying 
at home.

Recent data from the Centers of Disease Control shows that developmental disabilities 
are increasing at epidemic proportions & with autism alone, the statistic increased from 
1 in 2,500 children in 1997 to 1 in 66 in 2012.  ExtraSpecialTeas is the new alternative 
available to this ever-aging population, providing both Day Habilitation Therapies & Voca-
tional Opportunities not offered elsewhere.

Participants will receive the therapies they need plus the opportunity to perform various 
jobs in the teahouse to the best of their ability, with or without assistance by teachers & 
volunteers.  For some, the skills learned may be a stepping-stone for future employment, 
while for others, this friendly & accepting work environment will provide a stimulating 
day program where they continue to learn social & hands on skills plus how to collaborate 
with others.

Beyond offering a sense of belonging & purpose in their daily lives, community engage-
ment is yet another essential advantage of ExtraSpecialTeas, where participants can so-
cialize with others & take pride in their achievements with the support of patrons.  Our 
ultimate goal is to create an environment where Purpose, Possibility, Fulfillment & Grati-
tude flourish for everyone that walks through our door. 



EXTRASPECIALTEAS ORG.

our pitch

taglines

1 line descriptor

1 paragraph

We’re a unique retail teahouse in Great Barrington, employing special needs young adults,  
that’s dedicated to serving our local community with quality, inspiration & in everything we do.    

We’re a unique retail teahouse in Great Barrington, employing special needs young adults, that 
is dedicated to serving quality, inspiration & our local community in everything we do.  We’re 
dedicated to creating an environment that sparks both community integration & the sense of 
Purpose, Possibility & Gratitude within everyone that walks through our door. Our mission is to 
provide integrated employment opprtunities to young adults with intellectual & developmental 
disabilities --an offering currently in very short supply for the growing demand. Our vision is to 
change the world’s perception of people who have these differences & we’ll achieve it one local 
community at a time.

&We serve savory moments   magical possibilities 

we savor  serve   sell community &,



our facts

ExtraSpecialTeas.org  
is a 501[c]3 non profit.

EST TeaHouse opening date:    
April 2, 2016

EST TeaHouse first location: 
 2 Elm Street  
Great Barrington, MA 
12380

EST contact: 
Cherri Sanes 
Founder + Director 
extraspecialteas@gmail.com 
413 429 6500 



ExtraSpecialTeas

‘OUR DIFFERENCES  
UNITE US.’

Sam, age 17



ExtraSpecialTeas

‘The future belongs to    
everyone belonging.’

Jache, age 23 Sam, age 17 Georgia, age 18



EXTRASPECIALTEAS ORG.


