
Review and ‘How to make’ the Butlers Printed Models Challenger.  

 

The A30, Challenger was developed in response to the patent superiority of armament of German 
tanks in WW2, using one of the finest guns in the Allied arsenal, the 17 pounder, which was more 
than a match for any enemy tank of the time. Finding a suitable platform was more of an issue, as 
the Cromwell, the new British medium tank could not be adapted to carry this big gun. A Stopgap 
solution was to extend the chassis, and put a large turret on top. Thus the Challenger was born.  
 
But even so, t was not brought to the front until the later part of 1944, and initial was not popular 
with crews, but as results showed against the heaviest German armour, and in spite of its massive 
turret, still being lower than the other 17 pounder stop-gap tank, the Sherman Firefly, the tankers 
were won over. But its front line service was limited as the replacement, the Comet (subject of the 
next review) made it obsolete. 
 
For this review and ‘how to make’ article, I am looking at the Butlers Printed Models example. 

Butlers use 3D printer technology, and may cause some to feel a little intimidated by the ‘scurf’ that 

appears on some (but not all) models. But on their site there is a tutorial on how to remove it, and 

believe me, it is dead simple, and strangely therapeutic. (Don’t throw the scurf away by the way, I 

will explain why when I show you my technique for making ruined buildings!)  

As I always say at the start of these articles, I am no painting genius, but probably would be best 

categorised as a ‘journeyman’ modeller and painter, creating models that look ‘ok’ on the Wargames 

table. 

Anyway, with that usual caveat in mind, let’s get started again. This is a crisp model, well scaled and 

in two parts, the turret and hull. The plastic resin of the 

printing technique makes it crisp and light, and with the 

minimum of rat tail filing, everything works well. At this 

point it is very obvious that this tank was not the most 

elegant, and I could understand the initial scepticism of the 

crews on seeing it!  

The only ‘addition’ I will make to this model is the radio 

Arial, which I think adds 

a nice touch.  

Having ‘sourced’ your 

antenna wire, (see 

previous reviews for 

where to source!)cut a 

length that looks to scale 

and using a very fine 

pointed rat tail file, bore 

a hole in the correct 

location... there is a 

point ‘marked’ on the roof of the turret, but it’s worth 

 

 

 

 

 



looking at an image of a real challenger to confirm the correct location. As this model is made from a 

form of plastic, boring the hole is easy. Glue with super glue, then leave it for a day or so to ensure 

the bond is sound. 

Once the base colour (Valejo black grey, 168) Now it’s time to put on the actual base colour. This is 

Tamiya Olive drab. (xf-62) I have read that many painters use lighter colours with smaller models, 

and I can see the logic to it... the eye is fooled apparently. But for me, I will stick to as accurate as I 

can get. I used a brush, with a 10% dilution of the paint for this model. Next, after applying the 

second coat, again diluted by 10%, the track was painted Valejo Oily Steel (177),  

To give a highlight effect, I use a 95% dilute wash of any manufacturer’s matt black along the 

exposed features, (hatches etc) but don’t get carried away here... less is more.  

And once everything is dry, it’s time for the dry brushing. Again, less is more. Really. The lightest of 

touches here using Valejo Buff (120) does the job for me. I add decals at this point where required. 

Occasionally in photos of the period you see large Allied stars in white plastered over the vehicle... 

however, the more experienced the crew, the 

smaller the star, as it proved to be a good aiming 

point for German AT weapons.  

A comment about decals... there seems to be a 

dearth of decals for British unit designations and 

bridge classification plates at the moment. I am 

running desperately short, Microscale was the ‘go 

to’ firm a few years ago, but their excellent sheets 

seem unavailable, and as most will know, decals 

deteriorate. This tank is marked up for ‘A ‘Squadron, 

of the Junior Regiment (you might be able to make 

out the blue triangle in the centre of the chassis) 

and the red on white background ‘53’ on a white background. I defend my lack of Bridge 

Classification Plate as on period photos I often find one does not appear present. So closes the case 

for the defence M’lud. ;) 

Then, it’s time to base your model, if you so choose. The base for this one is designed for ‘The War 

on the Ground’ rules. Obviously, in my humble opinion, the very best you can get for a great... and 

realistic game.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



So, in conclusion, I would say that this model, a rare beast, and one which no-one else produces in 

this scale, is a ‘must have’ for your late war British army. I cannot fault it, and have already 

purchased several in my latest order to Butlers. Congratulations Peter, I look forward to this 

excellent range further expanding.  

Ok... plug done. I hope you have found this a useful article. Look out for many more!  

Oh yes, if you produce ‘stuff’ in this scale or similar scales, and would like a review and ‘how to 

make’ article, drop me a line through Anschluss Wargames. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


