
 

Making a ‘Panzersperre’. The 1945 German roadblock. 

By the time the Allies were close to the Rhine, it became increasingly obvious to the German military 

authorities that the existing defences were not going to deal with the enemy. The problem of what 

to do with towns and villages, both on the western and Eastern fronts within the German Heimat, 

with their integral ‘Volksturm’ (Home Guard) units, which would give these scantily trained, and 

poorly armed defenders a chance to at least slow the mechanised Allies down, was to create 

roadblocks. These roadblocks were known as Panzersperre. (Tank barriers) 

The lack of cement or engineers immediately limited the quality of defence that could be created. 

The answer was to use what was to hand, and for most, if not all villages and towns, there was no 

shortage of wood, dirt and/or rocks. These would be the materials that would be used, and the 

locals could supply the limited skills and manpower to create the Panzersperre.  

 

In fact, two separate designs were suggested. The first, was the log blocking position. The photo 

above shows this type of defence. Rectangular or square wooden gabions were placed on either side 

of the road, thus narrowing the route that vehicles could pass through. A twin set of horizontal log 

barriers could then be quickly slotted in to a height of up to three metres, which would then prevent 

wheeled or tracked vehicles getting through, though, as can be seen from the photo, infantry were a 

different matter. 

The second type was the fixed position, which provided the freedom for pedestrians and small 

vehicles (such as small horse carts) to pass through, but stopped larger vehicles. This type tended to 

be less of a barrier to the attacker, and became known to the Allies as a ’10 to one’ defence... 10 

minutes laughing at it, 1 minute to destroy it and move on.  

Of course, while the British or Americans were laughing at the defences, the Volksturm were 

supposed to be stalking the Allied armour with panzerfausts. Needless to say, it was a very 



determined and fanatical Volksturm team that was prepared to do this, and in reality, most    

Panzersperre were not actively defended, unless a regular German unit was involved in the defence 

in which case serious Allied armoured casualties might occur.  

 

“The only resistance along the route came in the form of roadblocks erected at the entrance 

of each town, some of which were accompanied by a small number of defenders armed with 

light weapons. The obstacles were often dealt with by direct fire from the main guns of the 

leading tanks, which splintered the timbers typically used to form the barrier.” 

     Quoted from ‘Final Battles of Patton’s Vanguard’. P132 

Building the Panzersperre 1945 

 

This is what we are aiming for when building this model. Remember, it’s for 10mm -1/144 scale, so 

keep a sense of perspective here. As you can see, the panzersperre in the photo is of the first, 

slotted log design. This is the one we will be making.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

You will need the following items, or a variation on this, to start with: (but if you cannot access any 

elements, just substitute with something similar... the originals used whatever was available, so you 

can too! 

 

1. Wooden toothpicks 

2. Railway modelling ballast 

3. Two pieces of plastic ‘H’ sections (each 12cm long) 

4. Blob of Blu Tak 

5. A piece of scrap balsa 

6. Twigs of various sizes 

7. PVA Glue 

8. Superglue 

9. Paint 

10. Base board 

 

 

Let’s start with the plastic H sections. I use Evergreen Scale Models plastic sections, which usually 

can be found at all good model railway shops. The photo shows how to start.  

You can see that the sections are parallel, 1 cm apart. The Blu Tak holds them in place.  

 

It’s now time to get to work with your craft knife, and 

cut up ‘scale’ lengths of your toothpicks, and small 

slivers from your scrap balsa. These need to be glued (I 

use superglue) to the plastic H sections, making sure 

that the base is level with the H section, but the ‘top’ is 

irregular. I add a few twigs, to represent ‘raw’ tree 

trunks as well, as you can see. 

 

 

 

 

Once it is dry, remove the blu Tak and turn the strip over. It now should look like this.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

And this will be the outer side of the gabions. (Now, I am assuming that you all know what a gabion 

is... but just in case you don’t, a gabion is a basket/container filled with earth and stones) 

 The size of your gabions depends on the size of your base. (I use MDF, but it’s up to you depending 

on what you have available) I have used a 12cm x 4 cm base for this one. You will need to make two 

square or rectangular gabions, with a gap in the middle, 3.5 to 4cm wide.  This is a fiddly job, and 

you will be cutting up your ‘strips for this) but prepare to just make it look ok... there really was no 

prize in 1945 for high quality construction, so ‘rough and ready’ it is then! I suggest you use 

superglue, unless you prefer PVA, and enjoy holding it all together with your fingers until it dries.  

By the time you have finished your construction, it should look something like this.  

As I said... rough and ready. Note the 

slightly larger twigs at each corner of the 

left gabion. They make a nice touch I think, 

and something would be needed to hold 

the real thing together. The tank is there so 

you can see the gap.  

 

 

The next phase is to put in the log barriers. Twigs are the best thing for this. I personally have found 

that ivy provides great twigs, but it will be a case of what you have around.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Now, either using twigs or slightly more 

substantial slivers from your balsa scrap, you 

place them against the central space, so that 

you can slot the logs in, one on top of 

another, to create the two barriers. 

 

 

The filling of the gabions is the next task, and 

here the scrap balsa comes into its own. Just cut 

it up so you can pack it inside the gabions, but 

make sure you glue it in as you go. There is no 

need for precision here, as its just packing. 

 

 

 

Once you are happy that the balsa has filled the gabions, now you can dab PVA over it, as well as 

around the base. Then the railway ballast can be liberally scattered over it all, along with some base 

medium for the ‘road’ and in any areas not covered by the ballast.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once the model is dry, and you are happy with 

it, (don’t be afraid to add more ballast or base 

medium if there are any holes!) then it is time 

to apply the wash. For this you will need Valejo 

Medium Grey (111) but do ensure that you 

dilute it by 50% first. This allows the grain of the 

wood to be highlighted without overwhelming 

the model. (Note that I have removed one of 

the plastic ‘H’ sections, to give the model a 

more ‘rustic’ feel. (It’s only on one side, I left the rest with the ‘H’ sections. There is no need for co-

ordination with this model)  

 

 

 

 



Then the ‘H’ sections need to be painted. I use Valejo Basalt Grey (162), lightly diluted, and then to 

make them look rusty, a dry brush with Valejo Hull Red (146). 

 

 

 

 

 

The final step is to dry brush the whole model, and, as usual it is Valejo off White (004) that I use. Be 

sparing when you dry brush the off white... you actually want this model to look drab.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

And there you have it. No more than an irritant to an attacking force, but emplaced in conjunction 

with a spirited defence, this can turn the battle in your favour. And apart from anything else, it’s a 

talking point on the table! 

 

 


