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‘Fairytales On Ice’ performances wow BAC audiences

“An ice-skating rink at the Tin 
Building Theatre?”

If that question was enough to pique 
your interest in the “Fairytales on Ice” 
production at the Bosque Arts Center, 
you likely received much more value 
watching the ice show after you paid 
admission.

The hour-and-a-half “Beauty and the 
Beast” ice show presented the sights-
and-sounds of not only a Broadway 
musical but also the athleticism of 
Olympic-level figure skating and 
acrobatic gymnastics.

Glamorous costumes, contemporary 
music, smoke and lasers, action 
and adventure and romance woven 
together beautifully on synthetic ice –
and wowed audiences for two packed 
performances in Clifton on Saturday, 

February 25.
If vaudeville performers from 100 

years ago were alive to see this show 
in rural Central Texas, their jaws 
would drop.

The all-ages show did in fact attract 
folks from all different ages, genders, 
and families. Some little girls dressed 
up as their favorite animated-film 
princess. A few little boys brought 
their toy swords and play-fought 
during intermission.

The production was inspired by 
French novelist Gabrielle-Suzanne 
Barbot de Villeneuve’s fairy tale 
“Beauty and the Beast,” which itself 
has been re-told and re-imagined 
almost immediately since the original 
version was published in 1740.

The tale created for this touring 
production of “Fairytales on Ice” 
followed a maiden Rose (aka “Beauty”) 
who ran away from her sisters’ insults 

only to accidentally encounter a 
tortured prince transformed into 
a monster (aka “The Beast”) by a 
vengeful, jealous sorceress. 

The prince’s servants and entourage 
educate Rose on the truth about the 
sorceress’ plot against the prince, 
which stands opposite to the maiden’s 
impressions of the sorceress. 

The show is produced by Ice 
Creative Entertainment Group, 
founded in 2011 by Olympic-level 
choreographer Alex Wilfand.

Wilfand assembled a stellar team 
of Olympians, Broadway singers, 
choreographers, and television 
producers, all with  A-list entertainment 
productions.

Catherine League, an actress, singer, 
and ice skater who portrayed Anna in 

Nathan Diebenow | Meridian Tribune

Olympic-level figure skaters performed “Beauty and 

the Beast” on synthetic ice inside the Bosque Art 

Center’s Tin Building Theatre in Clifton on Saturday, 

February 25.
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Our own mental health 
depends on the mental 
health of the person next 
to us, and the person next 
to them. Protecting our 
neighbor’s mental health, 
in turn, is how we take 
care of our own mental 
health.

Hence, a group of anchor 

institutions, private health 
care service providers, 
mental health advocacy 
organizations joined forces 
for an Alzheimer’s Expo at 
the Clifton Civic Center 
on Thursday, March 2.

The symposium attracted 
dozens and dozens of 
participants from around 
Bosque County interested 
in understanding diseases 
of the human brain and 

ways to slow down or, if 
possible, reverse memory 
loss.

Eduardo Berdegue, the 
owner of Divine Home 
Care Services, moderated 
the panel discussion that 
covered the process a 
person might follow to 
identify and treat dementia 
like Alzheimer’s through 
the disease’s progression.

The panel also covered 

changes in not only 
patients but also caregivers 
and family members 
from the points of view 
of caregivers and family 
members.

Patient
Kurt Krakowain 

spoke on how a person 
might realize they have 

Community members from across Bosque County took part in an educational fair that raised awareness 

about Alzheimer’s disease as well as services to treat mental health issues at the Clifton Civic Center on 

Thursday, March 9.

Alzheimer’s Expo connects community, resources
Nathan Diebenow
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For millennia, people have moved 
in, out, and through the land we 
lovingly call “Texas” for a host of 
reasons.

Dr. Don Frazier brought his own 
unique take on a group of Europeans 
who moved to Texas for freedom 
during the Bosque Museum’s 
Texas History Week celebration on 
Saturday, March 4.

That afternoon, the Bosque 
Museum’s past-president Tom 
Henderson welcomed the 50-plus 
audience before Bosque Museum 
director Erin Shields introduced Dr. 
Frazier, the director of the Texas 
Center at Schreiner University in 
Kerrville.

Dr. Frazier is an award-winning 
author of books on the American 
Civil War, Texas history, military 

history, and the US-Mexican border. 
He is active in historic preservation 
projects and serves as a consultant 
with communities as they develop 
their heritage and cultural assets.

With a short video, Dr. Frazier 
explained the importance of the Texas 
Center prior to his presentation on the 
American Civil War through the eyes 
of folks who once lived in the Texas 
Hill Country.

“What we’re doing is trying to 
help natives and newcomers alike 
find their place in this really amazing 
Texas story,” he said, describing his 
work as “cultural sustainability.”

Narrated by Frazier, the video 
asked: In what kind of Texas will folks 
be living as the state’s population 
perhaps doubles by 2050? The Texas 
Center’s answer: Celebrate the 
differences among people while the 
“past can breathe.”

“Texans are a people of contrast 

and variety, but we are united by a 

shared identity,” the narration said.

During his lecture, Dr. Frazier noted 

his own roots in Bosque County: his 

great-great-grandfather was a horse 

trader In Kimbell Bend in the 1850s.

“I don’t have any sort of claim 

to something like the Sons of the 

Republic of Texas. My people were 

the ones that came in after the smoke 

cleared,” he said.

To set the stage for the people 

of German heritage moving to the 

Texas Hill Country in the mid-19th 

century, Dr. Frazier said that many 

folks across Europe participated in 

revolutions in 1848, over a decade 

prior to the American Civil War.

The common thread among Dr. Don Frazier, the director of the Texas Center, 

spoke on the American Civic War through the eyes 

of folks who lived in the Texas Hill Country on 

Sunday, March 5, at the Bosque Museum. 
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Historian uplifts Texas’ identity in museum talk
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Aqua ascending
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A couple whose business is finding groundwater for 
property owners spoke during the Meridian Chamber of 

Commerce’s monthly luncheon on Thursday, March 9.
In their presentation, Andrew and Teisha Vandekop 

explained their company’s motivation, technology, and 
pricing to the 25-plus crowd gathered at the senior center 
in Meridian.

New residents to the area for about six months, the 
couple said they assist people –from ranchers to developers 
to homeowners– in determining whether they have 
groundwater under their property.

Andrew stated that all groundwater is delivered through 
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Well Water Finders speak at 
Meridian chamber luncheon

See Water page 8

Teisha Vandekop of Well Water Finders talk about their 
business at the Meridian Chamber of Commerce’s 
monthly luncheon on Thursday, March 9. 
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aquifers deep under the earth’s surface.
However, many aquifers are not 

replenished fast enough to meet demand 
of people across Texas. While water might 
still be available underground, it could be 
located at a deeper level.

Sometimes, property owners can simply 
drill deeper in an existing well to reach the 
underground water deposits. Yet at a certain 
point, you can’t drill an established well any 
lower. You must drill a new well.

The couple said a property owner must 
know where their groundwater is so they 
can plan to drill, sell, plat, and/or develop a 
property accordingly.

Knowing where to drill can assist a 
property owner by determining the water’s 
depth and quantity before the owner orders 
a drilling service, which might be priced at 
$20 per foot.

Once the groundwater’s location and 
volume are found, a property owner can 
then take a next step, one of which might 
be following rules for groundwater and 
development set at the county and/or 
regional level.

“There are a lot of counties and 
groundwater conservation districts that have 
developers confirm they have water on their 
property before they can sell,” Andrew said.

A groundwater conservation district can 
assist a property owner in obtaining permits 
and understanding regulations in their 
geographic area.

An example of developing a property 
might be in the management of an owner’s 
own large lawn, which can carry a hefty 
price.

“We’re seeing people that are watering 
one to two acres of lawns. They’re paying 
$600-$800 per month in the water bill, so 
they’re drilling a small well to actually 
water their lawn,” he said.

Lastly, a property owner might need to 
plan to divide and sell their property based 
on their groundwater situation.

“We see people selling off chunks of their 
land not realizing the pieces that the sold off 
have all the water,” Andrew said.

Teisha added their service can prevent 
tense yet humorous situations such as 
“you’re going to split your land between 
your son and daughter, and the daughter 
gets all the water, and the son doesn’t get 
any.”

A property owner might need to get a 
clearer picture of not only their groundwater 
situation but also their mineral deposits, so 
their expectations for their property’s value 
are realistic, they said.

“We’ve had people who have sold –let’s 
say– 100 acres at $10,000 a piece, and 
they’re a millionaire, so they’re really, really 
happy. They come back a couple of years 
later, and there’s a bunch of oil wells on 
their old property,” Andrew said.

Teesha said that the company utilizes 
technology that emits electromagnetic 
waves at a low frequency into the ground to 
find water as well as fossil fuels.

Patented two years ago, the company’s 
EM Locator Technology can detect water 
at 5,000 feet and fossil fuel deposits even 
deeper, with an accuracy to about 10 feet.

“Oil companies exclusively use their 
own seismic teams, but at least it gives you 
a report that you can go to them and see if 
they’re interested before you actually sell 
it,” Andrew said. “At a minimum, you can 
withhold the mineral rights, so you could 
sell your 100 acres, but hold your mineral 
rights.”

For their water finding service, it’s $500 
per acre per survey.

“Let’s say you have 10 acres, and you’re 
building a new house. We would probably 
survey two or maybe three shots. What 
we’re looking for is water that is connected 
between these locations so there’s flow 
under the ground,” Teisha said.

Prior to visiting a property, the team 
provides a pre-assessment report which 
includes a synopsis of the existing water 
wells in the area.

On the day of the onsite survey, the 
property owner will receive a preliminary 
report, and then will get a final, formal 
report. The onsite survey takes about 30 
minutes for each shot.

This summer the couple plan to launch a 
new company –Water for Earth– that applies 
their technology to a new application –
recharging aquifers.

“The goal here was to take unused 
farmland and create aquifer recharge zones 
and percolation ponds,” Teisha said.

While aquifer recharging is not a new 
concept, their technology can determine 
where an aquifer recharge zone might be 
located, so that water filters down into the 
aquifer and recharge existing wells.

“It can be a nice supplement to your water 
needs instead of drilling all the way down,” 
Teisha said.

The couple worried that without 
recharging Texas’ aquifers, a residential 
water well might go from running 200 feet 
deep to 1,200 feet deep, as drilling services 
dig to the next deepest aquifer within the 
next decade.

“There’s kind of a race to the bottom. 
What everybody’s doing is they’re just 
pushing their straw deeper and deeper,” 
Andrew said.

The Vandekops estimated that a very 
shallow pond with a three-degree slope on it 
might allow approximately 325,000 gallons 
of rainwater into an aquifer that feeds a 
water well.

This amount is equivalent to what about 
five houses use, they said, adding that 
their company will also provide plans for 
building such a shallow pond with more or 
less a bulldozer.

The couple foresees the possibilities of 
municipalities paying farmers and other 
landowners for converting their fields to 
these shallow ponds in order to recharge 
their aquifers, just like renewable energy 
companies pay landowners for space to run 
solar and wind farms.

For more information, visit 
wellwaterfinders.com.
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The “Fairytales on Ice” production featured dazzling costumes at the Tin 

Building Theatre in Clifton on Saturday, February 25.

the original cast of “Frozen” 
A Musical Spectacular,” 
provided the vocals to the 
songs played during “The 
Beauty and Beast” show.

In the role of Rose 
was Sarah Rose, a gold 
medal winner representing 
Team USA at the 2016 
Youth Olympic Games in 
Lillehammer, Norway.

In the role of the Beast 
was Luke Munana, who 
competed at multiple world 
championships and was 
an alternate for the 2006 
Olympic games.

The group’s partners 
and clients are big names 
in the global entertainment 
industry: Walt Disney 
Company, Dolly Parton 
Entertainment, Marriott 
Hotels, and Dubai Parks & 
Resorts, to name a few.

The cast-and-crew’s 
show in Clifton was their 
second on its 2023 spring 
tour schedule. They’re first 
performance was in Hope, 
Arkansas, the previous day. 

The following two 
days they performed in 
Greenville, Texas, and 
Ada, Oklahoma. Sure to be 
popular for folks on Spring 
Break, the 21-date tour will 
end in Rancho Cucamonga, 
California, on April 16.

The “Fairytales on Ice” 
production was brought 
to the Bosque Arts Center 
through the generosity of 
underwriters: Jack and 
Nancy Harvard, Peggy Sue 
Reed, Michelle Slaughter 
and Phyllis Gamble.

In 1982, the BAC 
originally opened its doors 
as a non-profit fine arts 
organization, located in 
the former three-storied 
Clifton Lutheran College 
Administration building.

In the same year, the 

Tin Building Threatre was 
organized in an old structure 
with a metal façade to the 
west of the main building, 
which was the primary site 
of a manufacturing plant.

Since then, the TBT has 
presented over 100 stage 
productions, summer 
melodramas, and children’s 
productions with a group of 
volunteers.

This summer, the BAC 
will once again hold its 
Imagination Factory camp 
for children. For more info, 
contact the BAC at (254) 
675-3724.
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Andrew and Teisha Vandekop (from left), owners of Well Water Finders, traded off 

talking about their service that locates underground water for property owners 

as guest speakers at the Meridian Chamber of Commerce’s monthly luncheon on 

Thursday, March 9. 
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