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Team to work on key phases
aisy Appeal trustees 
have been briefed 
on the trail of tasks 
leading to the 
production of the first 

PET radiopharmaceutical when 
the new MIR Centre becomes 
operational.

Prof Steve Archibald outlined 
the sequence that will be followed 
when his team receive the keys to 
the centre next year, and the benefits 
that will result.

Equipment worth more than £3m 
will arrive in the UK before the end 
of the year including the cyclotron, 
synthesis units, hot cells and quality 
control and research equipment.

The team will then embark on 
three key phases covering installation, 
testing and validation, and 
production. Audit and inspection 
will also be carried out at set points 
as the project advances from a shell 
of a building to becoming fully 
operational and licensed.

The first PET radiopharmaceutical 
will be 68Ga-DOTATOC and, 
as something that has not been 
available in this region before, will 
immediately make a difference.

Steve said: “It will improve the 
standard of care for people with 
neuroendocrine tumours and will be 
available immediately to the oncology 

team looking after those patients.
“Other areas where this could 

be applied within our own clinical 
trials include myocarditis, cardiac 
sarcoidosis and atherosclerosis.

“We will be able to use the 
information from the imaging to 
select the best treatment for the 
patients to improve the outcome.”
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Global partnerships bring benefits for PET pipeline
he team at the PET Research Centre is going 
global with collaborations that have featured 
in two recent publications and deal with either 
end of the pipeline for clinical positron emission 

tomography imaging.
At one end, there are new results on the preparation of 

the radiopharmaceuticals for injection to detect cancer 
or other diseases, and at the other, an exciting advance 
in understanding how to design the next generation of 
scanners to image the patients.

Dr Mark Tarn has worked on producing dose-
on-demand imaging drugs using new methods to 

improve accessibility, driving cost down and enabling 
more patients to benefit from the latest advances in 
diagnostic imaging. The project is a collaboration with the 
US and France, and closer to home with researchers at 
King’s College London.  

In addition, Dr Nikos Efthimiou has developed methods 
that will help in the design of the next generation of new 
clinical PET scanners to increase their sensitivity and allow 
new applications in routine patient screening. The work, 
a collaboration with partners in Spain and the University 
of Leeds, will enable safer imaging of children and young 
people and the development of new treatments.
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The Daisy Appeal has developed an 
excellent working relationship with its 
partners in this project, the local NHS, 
and the University of Hull. It is also in 
a dialogue with Alliance Medical, the 
company that operates the PET-CT 
scanning service and anticipates 
further expansion of this relationship 
on completion of the project.

For details and to donate, visit www.daisyappeal.orgFor details and to donate, visit www.daisyappeal.org
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Nick Stafford, chairman 
of the Daisy Appeal



Daisy Appeal Christmas gifts

Raising funds with 
Pearls and Oysters
Two of East Yorkshire’s favourite 
family businesses are sharing some 
insight into their specialities with a 
suite of short films on Facebook to 
raise money for the Daisy Appeal.

Pearls and Oysters goes behind 
the scenes at traditional jewellers 
Guest & Phillips in Saturday Market, 
Beverley, and gets under the skin of 
acclaimed seafood restaurant Cerutti 
2 at the town’s railway station.

Blue Aurora Media, also based 
in Beverley, filmed Karen Guest 
welcoming Tina Cerutti to her office 
and then unrolling one array of 
pearls after another, explaining the 
differences in size and lustre.

Tina then hosts Karen for lunch 
and presents two spectacular boards 
of seafood, with a starring role for 
the lobster and crab landed on the 
coast of East Yorkshire.

Claire Levy, fundraiser for the 
Daisy Appeal, said: “I’d urge 
viewers to enjoy the stories of 
two homegrown businesses and 
hopefully then click to make a 
donation to the Daisy Appeal.”

To view the films, visit http://
bit.ly/pearlsandoysters. To make a 
donation, visit: www.justgiving.com/
thedaisyappeal 

he Daisy Appeal is 
urging supporters to 
say it with flowers and 
snap up the last of the 
ceramic daisies that 
formed a stunning 

display at Beverley Minster before 
being “replanted” at the Queens 
Centre, Castle Hill Hospital.

The charity is also running a 
special offer on Christmas cards at 
£2.50 per pack, with orders of two 
packs or more for £2 per pack.

In addition there are still stocks 
available of best-dressed bears, dogs 
and now dinosaurs created by a 
Daisy Appeal volunteer with off-
cuts of fine fabric from Hull-based 
tailor Cock of the Walk.

Claire Levy, fundraiser at the 
Daisy Appeal, said: “We are selling 
the daisies for just £15 each. The 
cuddly toys are £25 and people 
can also select us as their charity 
on Amazon Smile, which sends us 
0.5% of the purchase price.”

To order Christmas cards and 
daisies please contact the Daisy 
Appeal manager, Jane Kitson, at 
jane@daisyappeal.org.

To order one of the cuddly toys 
please visit Cock of the Walk or 
email claire@daisyappeal.org.

To choose Daisy Appeal as 
your Amazon charity, visit 
www.smile.amazon.co.uk, and 
contact Claire if you experience 
problems signing up.
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Dr Azeem Saleem is taking a lead role in the 
development of clinical studies.

He joined the team in December 2019 
as a reader at the University of Hull and an 
honorary consultant in clinical oncology at the 
Queen’s Centre, Castle Hill Hospital.

A graduate of Madras University, Saleem did 
his research fellowship at the Medical Research 
Council Cyclotron Unit, Hammersmith Hospital, 
and completed specialist training in clinical 
oncology at Merseyside.

From 2011 to 2017, Saleem headed oncology 
and respiratory medicine applications at 
Imanova Centre for Imaging Sciences, an 
Imperial College, University College London, 
King’s College London and MRC joint venture 
that aimed to provide imaging expertise to 
academia and commercial organisations. 

Prior to coming to Hull he was the UK 
head of oncology at Invicro, a Konica Minolta 
Company. He joined the University of Hull in 
December 2019.

Saleem adds resource and momentum in lead research role

Pot luck: Claire Levy, 
fundraiser at the Daisy 

Appeal, with one of 
the last few ceramic 

daisies available to buy 

Karen Guest and Tina Cerutti


