
E C O S P L A T  P R E S S  R E L E A S E
A  n e w  s p i n  o n  a n  o l d  f a v o u r i t e
Award-winning Christchurch women entrepreneurs launch EcoSplat Reusable Water Balloons; a new
spin on an old favourite.

Imagine a summer filled with endless water fights. Water fights that are self-perpetuating
allowing you to sit back, relax and let the kids run around for hours. All you need is a bucket of water;
no messing with the taps all day, no arguing about who is going to pick up all the rubbish. Just pure
summer fun.

Then, imagine if those water fights were environment and ocean-friendly. No pieces of rubbish
strewn on the lawn waiting to get chewed up by the lawnmower or ingested by the dog. No finding
rubbish in your veggie patch for years afterwards and no litter down the drain to the sea. Guilt free.

This is the exciting concept behind EcoSplat Reusable Water Balloons; a new, Kiwi-designed eco-
friendly water toy born out of frustration at the lack of genuine green options for family fun. Founded
by two Christchurch women stemming from award-winning businesses, The Rubbish Whisperer and
Remix Plastic, EcoSplat originated from a joint vision to put the concept of climate-friendly fun into
practice.

“We don't want our kids to use disposable water balloons, but we also don’t want them to miss out
on the classic Kiwi water fight experience,” says Helen Townsend, co-founder of EcoSplat.

“Our reusable water balloons provide a way to embed sustainability into the lives of our tamariki,”
says Anthea Madill, director of Remix Plastic and co-founder of EcoSplat. “In a time of massive global
climate issues, parents are wanting tangible and accessible solutions and to live by example.”

Through her project Remix Plastic, Madill has been raising awareness of the environmental impact of
plastics by actively promoting alternatives and selling recycled plastic accessories such as the huia
feather earrings worn by RT Hon. Jacinda Ardern in 2020.

Townsend set up The Rubbish Whisperer to provide plastic-free options for households and school
fundraising. When she started 8 years ago, she had to explain why single-use was bad for the planet
and why people may want to consider reusables. “We are past the point of raising awareness of the
issues, we now need to empower people to take action, and part of that is providing solutions.”

EcoSplat is a modernisation of children's play. It shows kids that they don't have to
compartmentalise their lives into 'sustainability' versus 'things I want to do'.

“The exciting part about environmental solutions is taking a problem and redesigning it to better suit
the current context,” says Madill. “Not everything has to continue on its current trajectory, we need
to step back from our norms, have a think and take action to make changes. And this can be as
simple and fun as having an endless ocean-friendly water fight!”

EcoSplat reusable water balloons have just launched with leading New Zealand retailers Toyworld,
Acquisitions, Mitre 10, and Paper Plus and are available online and in stores.
www.ecosplat.co.nz


