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Joy 
Motivated – Part 2 

June 4-5, 2022 
 
OPENING QUESTION: 
How can we be joyful when life is hard? I wrote that question at my desk in my garage while I 
was sick and quarantined with COVID 19.  How appropriate. Although not the hardest thing I’ve 
had to deal with in life. So how? Or perhaps you have never faced hardship – I look around and 
I know that is not true. Everyone in this room, everyone listening to me right now has faced 
hardship.  
 
One of our statements that you hear us say around here at Alive a lot is: you are either in a 
crisis, just getting out of a crisis, or headed toward a crisis. How true that is. It seems like you 
can pretty much plan on it. And while some of us face more enjoyable challenges, no one gets a 
free pass from the hardship of life. In fact, I suppose God gives us opportunities to draw on Him 
during our hardships so we will lean on Him and trust Him when He brings us through.  
 
How do we deal with hard times? How can we be joyful when life is hard? When I’m sick or 
discouraged, what should I do? Here are some things I’ve tried which don’t work: spending time 
alone in my bedroom over the years has not shown me the way to joy! Feeling sorry for myself 
does not lead to joy. Yelling at God or others because of how difficult things are does not lead 
to joy! Being angry over my circumstances doesn't yield joy. And worry never leads to joy 
either. There are probably a few other things that also won't lead to joy but there is one thing 
that ALWAYS leads to it. Being thankful.  
 
And if you are a follower of Jesus, you always have something to be thankful for – forgiveness – 
grace – God’s goodness – eternity! In scripture, the word joy is most often associated with the 
word victory – because of Jesus’ resurrection victory. Through His resurrection, we have victory 
over death and sin! 
 
(I will take a moment to show the benefit of this for those who are not yet followers of Jesus.) 
  
 
ILLUSTRATION: (I will have a runner that looks like Railroad tracks on stage with me) I will talk 
about how, like the railroad tracks, good and bad are parallel in our lives - both are 
happening at the same time all the time – the goodness of God is always a part of our lives. 
That’s why Paul wrote from a jail cell:  
 
“Always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it again—rejoice!”   Philippians 4:4  
 
This is wild, Paul writes this to us, the church, as He is sitting in prison for His faith. It’s a great 
lesson that comes only from God’s Spirit living in us. Our attitude does not have to reflect our 
circumstances. Paul knew and understood that no matter his circumstances Jesus was with him, 
and he lived in victory as a result.  
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TEXT: 
Memory Verse: “But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against 
these things!”      Galatians 5:22–23  

Joy is the fruit of the Spirit; it is expected of Christians because it is the natural result of having 
received a right relationship with God the Father through forgiveness and through Jesus. Joy 
comes on account of what Jesus has done, irrelevant of whatever other circumstances are 
happening in my life. So, when we are going through tough times, we need to remember that 
hardships are temporary, but joy comes from knowing Him for all eternity. 
 
CHALLENGE: 
When we are not joyful, it is usually because we are focused on our circumstances and not on 
God. We may be angry, bitter, or resentful, and this will block us from experiencing the joy that 
God has for us. My challenge to all of us today is to make a prayerful and conscious decision to 
focus on God and the good things that God has done for us, even if our current situation is 
difficult. This is the fruit of The Spirit living in me: 
 

• I Am Motivated To Live In Joy. 
 
My motivation comes from The Holy Spirit living in me. Not from pulling myself up by the 
bootstraps and acting like everything is good.  
 
I want to look at approaches to life that will help us continue to live in joy from one of Jesus’ 
familiar parables. Even if you don’t know if you’ve probably heard about it – the prodigal son. 
It’s found in Luke 15. Today I want to look at the older brother, not the prodigal himself. (I will 
give a brief overview of the story of the prodigal, never assume that everyone knows, then I will 
move on to the attitude of the older brother.) 
 
The older brother is angry and resentful. He feels that he has been wronged by his father, who 
has always favored his younger brother. The older brother sees his father's celebration as a 
betrayal, and he is not interested in joining in. This attitude is incongruent with the Fruit of The 
Spirit - joy. Joy has a way of moving you to action, and it often looks like a celebration. Even in 
your darkest moments, God invites you to celebrate His goodness through worship and praise. 
The fruit of joy takes us out into the world and compels us toward others who need a touch 
from God's grace. 
 
APPLICATION: 
Approach life with this:  

1. Thank God no matter what’s going on. 
ILLUSTRATION: I will go back to the railroad tracks to point out that regardless of what bad is 
going on– something good is going on that we can thank God for.  
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“Meanwhile, the older son was in the fields working. When he returned home, he heard music 
and dancing in the house, and he asked one of the servants what was going on. ‘Your brother is 
back,’ he was told, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf. We are celebrating because of 
his safe return.’“   Luke 15:25–27 
There is something good going on that the older brother could have been thankful for. Why 
wasn’t he? Because he didn’t have the heart of the father. If we are going to live in the joy of 
the Lord, we are going to have to let God the Father give us His heart.  
We do that by getting closer to Jesus:  
“No one has ever seen God. But the unique One, who is himself God, is near to the Father’s 
heart. He has revealed God to us.”     John 1:18 
Jesus is near to the Father’s heart, and we come to the Father through faith in Jesus. That is 
how I am motivated to live in joy – give me the heart of the Father. 
 
ILLUSTRATION: I have 4 kids, if this were one of my kids – I would be broken-hearted as a dad. 
 
I am motivated to live in joy. 
The 2nd approach to life: 
 
2. Look for things to be thankful for. 
Notice this takes intentionality. (I will go back to the railroad track illustration. I’m on the rail of 
bad things happening I must be intentional to look at what’s going on over on the other side – 
the other rail.)  
 
The father is happy – there are good things going on over there – but they are not the things 
that the older brother thought should be going on:  
“The older brother was angry and wouldn’t go in. His father came out and begged him, but he 
replied, ‘All these years I’ve slaved for you and never once refused to do a single thing you told 
me to. And in all that time you never gave me even one young goat for a feast with my friends. 
Yet when this son of yours comes back after squandering your money on prostitutes, you 
celebrate by killing the fattened calf!’”        
  Luke 15:28–30 
We can all look at the prodigal and say he didn’t deserve it – but we forget neither do we. Look 
at this brother – he is angry. He wouldn’t go into the celebration with the younger brother or 
the father. He is only looking out for his interest and what he thought he deserved.  
The older son had some good complaints. If the father had given in to him, he would have been 
happy and gotten more rewards. Relationships are based on love, not fairness. When we need 
love in a relationship, sometimes we must let fairness take a back seat. 
 
Look at what Paul writes in 1 Thessalonians (I will read this wrong intentionally to get 
everyone’s attention – “be thankful in good circumstances…” “be thankful in happy 
circumstances…” “be thankful in the circumstances you wanted…” etc.)  
“Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.” 
       1 Thessalonians 5:18 
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I Am Motivated To Live In Joy.  
 
How? Look at the other rail.  
3rd approach:  

3. Embrace God’s goodness. 
This is where it starts and ends for all of us – regardless of where we are on our spiritual 
journey (Go back to the railroad track illustration). The Father is even pointing this out to the 
older son: 
“His father said to him, ‘Look, dear son, you have always stayed by me, and everything I have is 
yours. We had to celebrate this happy day. For your brother was dead and has come back to life! 
He was lost, but now he is found!’”  Luke 15:31-32 
It is easy to understand why the older brother felt resentment towards his younger brother. 
However, his words show that he is just as self-righteous as the religious leaders of Jesus' time. 
To understand this story fully, we need to look at the context of verses 1-2. The younger son 
represents tax collectors and sinners, the waiting father is God, and the older brother 
represents the religious leaders. 
 
 
CLOSING STORY: 
 
The younger son had done a lot of bad things, so the older brother didn't want anything to do 
with him. But the father, who had gone out to meet his younger son, in the same way came out 
to greet his elder son. The father told him that he would inherit everything that he was working 
for and that he was dearly loved by his father. But the older son could not allow joy to be a part 
of his life because of the anger he felt toward his brother.  
 
The religious leaders were trying to keep lots of rules and regulations, even though God never 
asked them to. They loved God, but they chose to reject Him and do all the work themselves. 
When God welcomed the sinful people into His kingdom, the religious leaders were angry. They 
thought that their hard work should have earned them a party. But God was happy that these 
people had come back to Him, and He invited even the religious leaders to join the celebration. 
 
Go back to the opening question: how can I be joyful when life is hard? You may say after all 
this that you just want to choose to be miserable when life is hard – you get to choose that. It’s 
not what God has for you. He gives you the freedom to be miserable if you want. Jesus said that 
He came to give you life – specifically in John 10:10 “a rich and satisfying life”. A life of joy – 
regardless of circumstances.  
 
This whole piece of the prodigal son story started with this:  
“And kill the calf we have been fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, for this son of mine 
was dead and has now returned to life. He was lost, but now he is found.’ So the party began.”  
       Luke 15:23–24 
The part – the joy of the Father – the joy of His Spirit that He has placed in us was happening – 
but the older son didn’t join in. Go to the railroad tracks illustration – the older son – stayed on 
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this side – bad things are happening – so do a lot of us - but the Father is inviting us over to joy. 
I am motivated to live in joy 
 
My Next Step This Week: 
_____ To live in the motivation of joy this week I am asking God’s Spirit to help me to focus 
on _______ approach to life.  (Fill in the number from the 3 approaches above.)  
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Joy 
Motivated – Part 2 

June 4-5, 2022 
 
“Always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it again—rejoice!”    Philippians 4:4  
 
Memory Verse: “But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against 
these things!”         Galatians 5:22–23  

• I Am Motivated To Live In Joy. 
 

1. Thank God no matter what’s going on. 
 

“Meanwhile, the older son was in the fields working. When he returned home, he heard music 
and dancing in the house, and he asked one of the servants what was going on. ‘Your brother is 
back,’ he was told, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf. We are celebrating because of 
his safe return.’”        Luke 15:25–27 
 
“No one has ever seen God. But the unique One, who is himself God, is near to the Father’s 
heart. He has revealed God to us.”       John 1:18 
 

2. Look for things to be thankful for. 
 
“The older brother was angry and wouldn’t go in. His father came out and begged him, but he 
replied, ‘All these years I’ve slaved for you and never once refused to do a single thing you told 
me to. And in all that time you never gave me even one young goat for a feast with my friends. 
Yet when this son of yours comes back after squandering your money on prostitutes, you 
celebrate by killing the fattened calf!’”     Luke 15:28–30 
 
“Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.” 
          1 Thessalonians 5:18 

 
3. Embrace God’s goodness. 

 
“His father said to him, ‘Look, dear son, you have always stayed by me, and everything I have is 
yours. We had to celebrate this happy day. For your brother was dead and has come back to life! 
He was lost, but now he is found!’”      Luke 15:31-32 
 
“And kill the calf we have been fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, for this son of mine 
was dead and has now returned to life. He was lost, but now he is found.’ So the party began.”  
          Luke 15:23–24 
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My Next Step This Week: 
_____ To live in the motivation of joy this week I am asking God’s Spirit to help me to focus 
on _______ approach to life.  (Fill in the number from the 3 approaches above.)  
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WEEKLY Questions 
Foundational Questions To Prepare a One Voice Series or Talk 

 
Joy 

Motivated – Part 2 
June 4-5, 2022 

 
Engagement Questions: 
1.     Is this a Lead, Train or Send talk 
2.     What are my big pieces? (Me – We – God – You -We) 

a.     Opening Story – Question – Text – Application – Challenge. 
b.     Opening Question – Illustration – Text – Challenge – Application – Closing Story 
c.     Introduction – Tension – Text – Visual – Application – Conclusion 
d.     Text – Question – Story – Text – Application 

 
FIVE Focus Questions: 

1. INFORMATION What is the One Thing I Want The Audience To Know?  (An application, an insight, or a 
principle.) I Am Motivated To Live In Joy. 

2. MOTIVATION What is the need I’m addressing? (What is the question I am answering?  What is the 
tension this talk will resolve? What mystery does this talk resolve?)   
We all struggle with allowing our circumstances to seal the Fruit of the Spirit, joy, from our lives. Not 
only does this keep us from living the life that God has for us and that Jesus paid a tremendous price 
for, but it hurts our witness to others who are looking to us as followers of Jesus. It does not give God 
the glory as a follower of Jesus.  

3. APPLICATION What Do I Want The Audience To Do About It? 
We can and should get our focus off of the bad things happening and going on around us. The good 
things of God are always happening and going on around us as well.  

4. INSPIRATION Why Should The Audience Do What I’m Asking Them To Do? 
Joy is the heart of the Father. The pain and hurt of sin and all that it has brought on our world and our 
lives is very real. But He lives in the joy of what His Son Jesus has done for us on the cross. In fact, this 
is the path for “all the world” to live in joy. Our ability or tenacity to live in this fruit of the Spirit affects 
everyone and everything around us. People are drawn to those who live in the joy of the Lord. Look no 
further than Jesus and His willingness to obey the Father even to the point of the cross.  

5. REITERATION How Will I help Them Remember This? (i.e. video, take away, story, etc...) 
ILLUSTRATION: I have a runner (carpet) with railroad tracks on it. I will illustrate how the good and bad 
in life are like the railroad tracks – they are happening in parallel at the same time. We get to choose 
what we are going to focus on and live in. The Holy Spirit in us is choosing joy.  

Application Questions:  

1. How does this make the audience feel?  
Perhaps conviction for the follower of Jesus who is allowing the circumstances of life to dictate their 
heart and attitude. This should make us feel a great desire to join in the good things that God is doing 
by celebrating with Him through His Spirit of joy. 

2. How will families continue talking about this at home? (Car Questions) 
What tends to steal your joy? What do you think God wants you to do so that it does not keep 
happening? Which do you like better – living in joy or living in anger and bitterness? Regardless of 
what’s going on in your life, what can you thank God for right now? What can you do to start looking 
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for things to be thankful for? Spend a moment praying with one another and asking God to help you to 
embrace His goodness with joy – the Fruit of the Spirit. 

3. How will they apply the principle this week? (Next Steps) 
_____ To live in the motivation of joy this week I am asking God’s Spirit to help me to focus on _______ 
approach to life.  (Fill in the number from the 3 approaches above.)  
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Discussion/Groups Guide 

Motivated - Part 2 
“Joy” 

 

Life Groups use this guide in their discussion from the Weekend Talk. This is also a discussion guide you can 
use with your family and friends. 

Conversation Starters 
• Are you a glass half full or half empty sort of person? Can you think of an example? 
• Is there a song that really lifts your spirits when you are feeling down? Is there a backstory to why this 

affects you? 
• When your heart is broken or you are sick or hurting, what can turn your heart to the Lord in thanksgiving 

and joy? A scripture, a special song, a prayer, a kindness? 

Quick Review 

Looking back at your Weekend Talk Notes, was there anything you heard in the service that stood out to you, 
challenged you, or maybe even confused you? 

Discussion Starters from the Weekend Talk 

Refer to the Talk Notes and Bible verses from the Talk Notes. 

Our One Thing: I Am Motivated To Live In Joy. 

Series Memory Verse: Galatians 5:22–23 (p.893) 
• See also Galatians 5:19-20 (p.893) for a stark contrast to what the Holy Spirit produces in the life of a 

Follower of Jesus. 
• Read Philippians 4:4 (p.901). Talk about the fact that Paul writes this from prison! Could you write this kind 

of encouragement if you were in prison? 

One Voice Bible Story Background: The Prodigal Son, Luke 15:11-32 (p.798) 
• If you are familiar with the Parable of the Prodigal Son, what do you remember about it? Who are the 

people in it? 

This week our discussion focuses on the following approaches to life: 

1. Thank God no matter what is going on. Luke 15:25-27 (p.798); John 1:18 (p.809) 
• When have you had a circumstance in which it was difficult to find “joy?” 
• The older brother was not joyful when his wayward brother returned. Talk about how it feels to not be 

joyful when everyone else is experiencing great joy. 
• This step can be so difficult, which is yet another reason why being part of a Life Group can both help and 

comfort us in our daily walk with Jesus. See Galatians 6:2 (p.894). 
• What does John say in John 1:18 that speaks to how we can live in Spirit-filled joy? 

2.  Look for things to be thankful for. Luke 15:28-30 (p.798); 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18 (p.907) 
• Did the Prodigal Son deserve the party? How do we relate to the Prodigal Son? 
• Have you been in this situation of jealousy?  
• How can you intentionally look for things to be thankful for? 
o If you are a half-empty person this can be difficult. Try jotting them down (or write a note in your 

phone) as you think of them, all day long. Then reflect on them later and thank God for them.   
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• Or, better still, thank Him as you go! Don’t wait.  

3. Embrace God’s goodness. Luke 15:31-32, 23-24, 1-3 (p.798); Luke 15:10 (p.798) 
• Remember this is a parable, an illustration of a point. The older brother represents a group of people to 

whom Jesus was speaking: the Pharisees. The Prodigal represents the sinners with whom Jesus was 
associating. The father represents God the Father. 
o Talk about the fact that we are all prodigals until we surrender our lives to God the Father. 
o How does it make you feel to know that God celebrates when you turn to Him? 
o Who are you/we seeking to reach for Jesus? 
o Did anything new jump out from this familiar story? 

 

Digging Deeper 

Read Ephesians 5:15-20 (p.898) above. Take some time as a group or by yourself to contemplate or discuss 
hymns or worship songs which have a particular meaning for you. Worship is very important to God. We all 
are called to worship God.  

Many Psalms encourage us to worship God. Here are just a few: 
• Psalm 66: 1-4; Psalm 9:1-2; Psalm 95:6 and Psalm 100 

When we worship God, we are focusing on Him and when we focus on Him it is easier to give thanks and be 
joyful in His presence. That is why Paul is encouraging the Ephesians and us to speak to one another with 
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit.  

Remember: worship is not accomplished only through music.  
• How many other ways can you think to worship God? Write them down and ask God to help you recognize 

and utilize all of the tools to help you worship and find joy in the Lord! 

Next Step 

My Next Step This Week:  
_____ To live in the motivation of joy this week I am asking God’s Spirit to help me to focus on _______ 

approach to life.  (Fill in the number from the 3 approaches above.) 
 

Life Transformation Bible Daily Reading this Week: Joy (p.A54-55) 
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Leader Guide for Group Leaders 

The text in RED is meant to supplement what you bring to your weekly Group. Your members will not have these red 
notes with them. These are for you, to help you.  

And please remember: the goal of your time in Group is not to finish all this guide! You are building relationships as you 
dig into God’s Word 

 

 
Discussion/Groups Guide 

Motivated - Part 2 
“Joy” 

 

Life Groups use this guide in their discussion from the Weekend Talk. This is also a discussion guide you can 
use with your family and friends. 

Conversation Starters 
Remember these are merely ice breakers. Don’t worry if you don’t use them all. Feel free to inject your own to get the 
conversation rolling.  

• Are you a glass half full or half empty sort of person? Can you think of an example? 
• Is there a song that really lifts your spirits when you are feeling down? Is there a backstory to why this 

affects you? 
• When your heart is broken or you are sick or hurting, what can turn your heart to the Lord in thanksgiving 

and joy? A scripture, a special song, a prayer, a kindness? 

Quick Review 
Don’t overlook this section. It is a good opportunity to see what really resonated with your group. 

Looking back at your Weekend Talk Notes, was there anything you heard in the service that stood out to you, 
challenged you, or maybe even confused you? 

Discussion Starters from the Weekend Talk 

Refer to the Talk Notes and Bible verses from the Talk Notes. 

Our One Thing: I Am Motivated To Live In Joy. 

Last week we talked about the definition of “motivated.” In case you want to revisit that, here are the notes that were 
provided last week: 

Motivated is a positive progressive word - it is not passive. It is intentional. Motivated is an internal occurrence. I must 
have some degree of motivation to do any voluntary act. This could be an interesting discussion about how people 
experience motivation—what works and does not work? In context for our study and for this Series, we are looking at 
motivation as something that comes from God. We don’t conjure up the motivation we need to lead truly Spirit-led lives. 
The believer, as one in whom the Holy Spirit lives, has this internal source. He is the Holy Spirit. We must surrender to 
Him. 

Series Memory Verse: Galatians 5:22–23 (p.893) 
• See also Galatians 5:19-20 (p.893) for a stark contrast to what the Holy Spirit produces in the life of a 

Follower of Jesus. 
Galatians 5:19, we should not underestimate our desires which are not godly. Satan is not called the tempter for 
nothing. He does not want you to be fruitful for Christ. 
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• Read Philippians 4:4 (p.901). Talk about the fact that Paul writes this from prison! Could you write this kind 
of encouragement if you were in prison? 

It’s a great lesson that comes only from God’s Spirit living in us: our attitude does not have to reflect our circumstances. 
Paul knew and understood that no matter his circumstances Jesus was with him, and he lived in victory as a result.  

One Voice Bible Story Background: The Prodigal Son, Luke 15:11-32 (p.798) 
Because we will be walking through specific parts of this parable, you might just want to just read through this without 
commentary.  

• If you are familiar with the Parable of the Prodigal Son, what do you remember about it? Who are the 
people in it? 

This week our discussion focuses on the following approaches to life: 

1. Thank God no matter what is going on. Luke 15:25-27 (p.798); John 1:18 (p.809) 
• When have you had a circumstance in which it was difficult to find “joy?” 
• The older brother was not joyful when his wayward brother returned. Talk about how it feels to not be 

joyful when everyone else is experiencing great joy. 
There is something good going on that the older brother could have been thankful for. Why wasn’t he? Because he didn’t 
have the heart of the father. If we are going to live in the joy of the Lord, we are going to have to let God the Father give 
us His heart. We do that by getting closer to Jesus. 

• This step can be so difficult, which is yet another reason why being part of a Life Group can both help and 
comfort us in our daily walk with Jesus. See Galatians 6:2 (p.894). 

• What does John say in John 1:18 that speaks to how we can live in Spirit-filled joy? 
Jesus is near to the Father’s heart. We come to the Father through faith in Jesus. That is how I am motivated to live in joy 
– give me the heart of the Father. 

2.  Look for things to be thankful for. Luke 15:28-30 (p.798); 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18 (p.907) 
• Did the Prodigal Son deserve the party? How do we relate to the Prodigal Son? 
• Have you been in this situation of jealousy?  

Just before Paul speaks of the “fruit of the Spirit” he speaks of the dangers of our sinful desires (Galatians 5:19-21 
(p.893). We need to reduce the anger, which is not a fruit of the Spirit, by looking for Jesus in situations which get our 
anger and jealousy up. The temptation to sin is what it really is. 

• How can you intentionally look for things to be thankful for? 
o If you are a half-empty person this can be difficult. Try jotting them down (or write a note in your 

phone) as you think of them, all day long. Then reflect on them later and thank God for them.   
• Or, better still, thank Him as you go! Don’t wait.  

3. Embrace God’s goodness. Luke 15:31-32, 23-24, 1-3 (p.798); Luke 15:10 (p.798) 
• Remember this is a parable, an illustration of a point. The older brother represents a group of people to 

whom Jesus was speaking: the Pharisees. The Prodigal represents the sinners with whom Jesus was 
associating. The father represents God the Father. 
o Talk about the fact that we are all prodigals until we surrender our lives to God the Father. 
o How does it make you feel to know that God celebrates when you turn to Him? 
o Who are you/we seeking to reach for Jesus? 
o Did anything new jump out from this familiar story? 

 

Digging Deeper 
Encourage your members to use this section to study on their own. 
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Read Ephesians 5:15-20 (p.898) above. Take some time as a group or by yourself to contemplate or discuss 
hymns or worship songs which have a particular meaning for you. Worship is very important to God. We all 
are called to worship God.  

Many Psalms encourage us to worship God. Here are just a few: 
• Psalm 66: 1-4; Psalm 9:1-2; Psalm 95:6 and Psalm 100 

When we worship God, we are focusing on Him and when we focus on Him it is easier to give thanks and be 
joyful in His presence. That is why Paul is encouraging the Ephesians and us to speak to one another with 
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit.  

Remember: worship is not accomplished only through music.  
• How many other ways can you think to worship God? Write them down and ask God to help you recognize 

and utilize all of the tools to help you worship and find joy in the Lord! 

Next Step 
This is another great opportunity to engage in discussion with your Group. Are any of them taking a Next Step? Are they 
willing to talk about their Next Step? 

My Next Step This Week:  
_____ To live in the motivation of joy this week I am asking God’s Spirit to help me to focus on _______ 

approach to life.  (Fill in the number from the 3 approaches above.) 
 

Life Transformation Bible Daily Reading this Week: Joy (p.A54-55) 



S E R M O N  S T A R T E R  T E M P L A T E O N E  V O I C E

I N F O R M A T I O N

W H A T  I N F O R M A T I O N  D O  T H E Y  N E E D  T O  K N O W ?

1

W H Y  D O  T H E Y  N E E D  T O  K N O W  T H I S  I N F O R M A T I O N ?

A P P L I C A T I O N

H O W  D O  T H E Y  A P P L Y  T H I S  I N F O R M A T I O N ?  

2

H O W  D O E S  T H I S  C O N N E C T  T O  T H E  B I B L E  S T O R Y
F O R  T H I S  W E E K ?
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P O I N T  1 :

E X P L A N A T I O N  A N D  S U P P O R T I N G  B I B L E  V E R S E S

P O I N T  2 :

E X P L A N A T I O N  A N D  S U P P O R T I N G  B I B L E  V E R S E S

P O I N T  3 :

E X P L A N A T I O N  A N D  S U P P O R T I N G  B I B L E  V E R S E S
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S E R M O N  S T A R T E R  T E M P L A T E O N E  V O I C E



T R A N S F O R M A T I O N

W H A T  I S  A T  S T A K E  I F  T H E Y  D O  T H I S ?

3

W H A T  I S  A T  S T A K E  I F  T H E Y  D O N ' T  D O  T H I S ?

C A L L  T O  A C T I O N

W H A T  I S  T H E I R  N E X T  S T E P  T H I S  W E E K ?

4

H O W  S H O U L D  T H E  A U D I E N C E  F E E L  A F T E R  T H E  T A L K
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