
TEACHER GUIDETEACHER GUIDETEACHER GUIDE
ONE THING

I Am Motivated To
Live In Joy!

 
BIBLE STORY

The Prodigal Son
Luke 15:11-32

 
MEMORY VERSE

"But the Holy Spirit
produces this kind of
fruit in our lives: love,
joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness,

faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-

control."
Galatians 5:22-23
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Part 2
Joy
Grades 1-3

Application 1: “Thank God no matter what"

TEACHER DEVOTIONAL
The joy of the Lord is my strength. God, the source of all hope, fills me
completely with joy through my faith in Him. Joy is not merely some emotional
feeling affected by circumstances. The joy filling my heart and mind is a natural
by-product of the Holy Spirit’s work within me. Joy results from being in a right
relationship with God, my loving heavenly Father, through faith in Jesus Christ.
His fruit in me is joy. His joy in me is unchanging, everlasting, and will sustain me
for the rest of my life.

I will continue to focus on the joy that comes from the forgiveness I have in Him.
I have a firm resolve and an unshakable faith in Jesus Christ and my union with
Him, and my devotion to Him gives me life. This life in Him gives me an eternal
perspective and this perspective gives me great joy. Today I’m going to live in
such a way that others will see and know that the joy of the Lord is my strength,
so they too can see their life through Jesus' perspective.

My heart is set on a journey with Jesus today and on this journey I have strength
through the joy He gives me. I live in joy and expectation as I look forward to His
return and experience His kingdom through my relationship with Him. Because
the joy of the Lord is in me, my attitude is the same as that of Christ Jesus.

Prayer: Lord, help me show my students what true joy from you looks like
through my attitude and my actions. Amen

BIBLE BACKGROUND
Know: Joy is the heart of the Father. The pain and hurt of sin and all that it
brings is very real. God lives in the joy of what His Son Jesus has done for us on
the cross. In fact, this is the path for “all the world” to live in joy. Our ability or
tenacity to live in this fruit of the Spirit affects everyone and everything around
us. People are drawn to those who live in the joy of the Lord.

Feel: Students should feel conviction for the follower of Jesus who is allowing
the circumstances of life to dictate their hearts and attitude. This should make
students feel a great desire to join in the good things that God is doing by
celebrating with Him through His Spirit of joy.

Do (application): 



WRAP UP

Challenge Cards (printable) 
Bookmarks (printable)

YOU WILL NEED 

STUDENT ACTIVITY - THANK GOD NO MATTER WHAT
Students will retell the Bible story of The Prodigal Son and look
for opportunities to be joyful. 

Student Activity Pages (printable)
Scissors
Pencils or pens
Markers or crayons

YOU WILL NEED 

GAME - BUCKETBALL
Students will play the game Bucketball as a way to practice the idea of
joy. Teams will compete to get the most buckets in their bucket. 

2-4 Buckets or pails
6-12 Foam balls
Tape

YOU WILL NEED 

FLOW OF SERVICEFLOW OF SERVICEFLOW OF SERVICE

2
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WELCOME ACTIVITY - MEMORY VERSE ACCORDION
Students will create a memory verse accordion to help them
practice Galatians 5:22-23.

Tongue depressors - 8 per student
Masking tape
Markers

YOU WILL NEED 

TEACHING - MOTIVATED PART 2
Use the teaching for Motivated Part 2. Students will learn what it
means to live in joy. 

Motivated Part 2
Talk Notes (printable)
Treats (Optional)

YOU WILL NEED 

 EXTRA PRINTABLE
ACTIVITIES

Color Sheets

ONE THING
I Am Motivated To

Live In Joy!
 

BIBLE STORY
The Prodigal Son

Luke 15:11-32
 

MEMORY VERSE
"But the Holy Spirit

produces this kind of
fruit in our lives: love,
joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness,

faithfulness,
gentleness, and

self-control."
Galatians 5:22-23

Part 2
Joy
Grades 1-3

Use these extras to fill 
 your time 

while staying on theme.
They're great for early

arrivers, second hour, or
anywhere else! 



Gather all necessary materials. 
Make a sample of the project to share with students.

Provide each student with 8 tongue depressors.
Have students spread the tongue depressors out on the table in groups of two. 
Students will use a small piece of masking tape to hold two tongue depressors
together. They will repeat until they have all four groups taped together.
They should then turn the groups over to the back and will then tape each
group to the next in the same way using three additional pieces of tape. 
They should be able to fold the tongue depressors in an accordion fold.
They will then use markers to write the memory verse on the sticks and
decorate them with fruit shapes. 
Say, "Galatians 5:22-23 is our memory verse for this series.  We can use this to
help us practice by folding it and unfolding it as we repeat the memory
verse. Let's say the memory verse now using our memory verse accordion." 

 BEFORE CLASS

AS STUDENTS ARRIVE

Transition To Teaching 
Say, "In today's Bible story, we are going to hear about a
man who loves his sons and is motivated to live in joy
when one returns from far away." 

10
MinutesWELCOME ACTIVITYWELCOME ACTIVITYWELCOME ACTIVITY

Tongue
depressors- 8 per
student
Masking tape
Markers

SUPPLIES NEEDED

INSTRUCTIONS

WHEN - as students arrive 
WHERE - at the tables 
WHY - to help students practice the series memory verse 

Memory Verse Accordion

©2021 ONE VOICE MINISTRIES LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. WWW.TEACHONEVOICE.COM
 

3

ONE THING
I Am Motivated To

Live In Joy!
 

BIBLE STORY
The Prodigal Son

Luke 15:11-32
 

MEMORY VERSE
"But the Holy Spirit

produces this kind of
fruit in our lives: love,
joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness,

faithfulness,
gentleness, and

self-control."
Galatians 5:22-23

Part 2
Joy
Grades 1-3

Front Back



TEACHINGTEACHINGTEACHING

Transition To Student Activity 
Say, "Now that we have had a chance to think about the
difference between happiness and joy, let's do an
activity that will help us remember the story and
connect it to our lives." 

10
Minutes

Motivated Part 2
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Motivated Part 2 
Snack (Optional)
Treats or Stickers
(Optional) 

SUPPLIES NEEDED

Class Rules 
Worship
Tithes and Offering

Last week we learned about how we can live in
love by loving God and loving others through
our actions. Can anyone tell me one way you
lived in love this week?
Does anyone know what joy is? 
Today we are going to learn about a Bible story
that we find in Luke chapter 15. It is called The
Prodigal Son.  Pay close attention because we
are going to retell the story and look for the
ways the man lives in joy and thanks God no
matter what. 

THIS WOULD BE A GREAT TIME IN YOUR FLOW OF
SERVICE TO INCLUDE:

REVIEW

ONE THING
I Am Motivated To

Live In Joy!
 

BIBLE STORY
The Prodigal Son

Luke 15:11-32
 

MEMORY VERSE
"But the Holy Spirit

produces this kind of
fruit in our lives: love,
joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness,

faithfulness,
gentleness, and

self-control."
Galatians 5:22-23

Part 2
Joy
Grades 1-3

WHEN - After the Welcome Activity and before the Student Activity
WHERE - Students can sit on the floor, at a table, in chairs
WHY - This is the main teaching content for this lesson

Intro with Mattie  0:00-3:53

Teaching with Kyle 3:54-12.00

 Recap with Kristi 12:01- 13:06

Teaching Content Sections:

Make sure the teaching segment is ready.
Tell your students you will be watching for people who listen the best and that
you will be passing treats to them after the teaching.
Encourage your students to fill in the Talk Notes.
Write down a few questions during the teaching that you can ask the students
after it is done. 
Engage in the teaching with them, redirecting their attention as needed.
Laugh at the funny things, help them think of answers at the stopping points,
and pray when the speaker prays. Your students will follow your lead. 
After the teaching is finished, ask the questions you wrote down.
Pass out the treats.

IDEAS



STUDENT ACTIVITYSTUDENT ACTIVITYSTUDENT ACTIVITY

Print out one set of Student Activity Pages per student
Have supplies available for use.
Make a sample of the project to show to students. 

Have students cut the activity pages down the middle following the dashed line
and fold along the solid line.
Students will then put the booklet in order based on the page numbers.
Say, "Let's retell the Bible story using our book of pictures to help us."
Have students work together in small groups or as part of the whole class to
retell the story of  The Prodigal Son.

Students will write descriptions of the each picture from the Bible story. They
will also fill in talk bubbles. 

Say, "What was our One Thing for today? I am motivated to live in joy."
After reviewing the story, have students complete pages 14 and 15. 

 BEFORE CLASS

DURING CLASS

Transition To Game 
Say, "Are you ready to play a game that will be fun
and help us to remember to live in joy?" 

10
Minutes
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Student Activity
Pages (printable)
Scissors
Pencils or pens
Markers or
crayons

SUPPLIES NEEDED

INSTRUCTIONS

WHEN - after the teaching 
WHERE - at the tables all together or in small groups 
WHY - to review the teaching  

Thank God No Matter What
ONE THING

I Am Motivated To
Live In Joy!

 
BIBLE STORY

The Prodigal Son
Luke 15:11-32

 
MEMORY VERSE

"But the Holy Spirit
produces this kind of
fruit in our lives: love,
joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness,

faithfulness,
gentleness, and

self-control."
Galatians 5:22-23

Part 2
Joy
Grades 1-3



GAMEGAMEGAME

Determine where the activity will happen.

Divide the class into 2-4 teams depending on class size.
Put a piece of tape on the floor to divide the area for the buckets from the
area for the rest of the team.
Determine who will be the bucket first for each team. These students will hold
the bucket on their heads and attempt to catch the balls thrown by the rest of
the team. The bucket can move around and try to help catch the balls without
getting too close to the other team members or using their hands. 
Tell teams they will have one minute to get as many balls in the bucket as
they can by throwing them into the bucket.
Set the timer for one minute.
After one minute, stop and talk.
Say, "Do you think you were happy or joyful when playing the game?  Why
did you choose the one you did?  How are those two similar and different?" 
Say, "Do you want to try again?"
Say, "Choose a new person to be the bucket.  This time I will set the timer for
two minutes."
Play as many rounds as time permits.

 BEFORE CLASS

DURING CLASS

Transition To Wrap Up
Say, "That was fun.  Now let's remember a couple of
important things from today.  We can show we are joyful by
remembering to thank God for everything he does for us. 
 Remember to look for people who have joy this week! " 

10
Minutes
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2-4 Buckets or
pails
6-12 Foam balls
Tape

SUPPLIES NEEDED

INSTRUCTIONS

WHEN - after the Student Activity
WHERE -in the classroom or outside 
WHY - to continue the discussion on happiness and joy

Bucketball
ONE THING

I Am Motivated To
Live In Joy!

 
BIBLE STORY

The Prodigal Son
Luke 15:11-32

 
MEMORY VERSE

"But the Holy Spirit
produces this kind of
fruit in our lives: love,
joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness,

faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-

control."
Galatians 5:22-23

Part 2
Joy
Grades 1-3
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Challenge Cards
(printable) 
Bookmarks
(printable)

SUPPLIES NEEDED

2-3
MinutesWRAP UPWRAP UPWRAP UP

Dear Volunteer, 
Thank you for helping students learn
about joy and that the Father has so

much joy for them!

What was your favorite part of the lesson?  
What was something you will remember from today?
What is something you could share from today with someone
else?

Pass out the Challenge Cards. Give a quick overview and encourage
the students to work through the activities this week. 
Mark student bookmarks for previously completed Challenge Cards.
Please be familiar with how bookmarks and challenge cards work!
More info can be found in the Take-Home and Bookmark PDF.

Can someone tell me the One Thing?
I AM MOTIVATED TO LIVE IN LOVE! 

 
Let's say our Memory Verse together

"But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and

self-control."
Galatians 5:22-23

 
Let’s Pray before we leave:

PRAY together. Ask if there are any special needs. 

ONE THING
I Am Motivated To

Live In Joy!
 

BIBLE STORY
The Prodigal Son

Luke 15:11-32
 

MEMORY VERSE
"But the Holy Spirit

produces this kind of
fruit in our lives: love,
joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness,

faithfulness,
gentleness, and

self-control."
Galatians 5:22-23

Part 2
Joy
Grades 1-3



TalkTalk

NotesNotes
Motivated Part 2

ONE THINGONE THING

I am

motivated

to live in

“But the Holy Spirit produces

this kind of fruit in our lives:

                  , joy, peace, patience,

kindness, goodness,

faithfulness, gentleness, and

self-control."

Galatians 5:22-23

Memory VerseMemory Verse
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TALK NOTES 1-3 GRADE 
MOTIVATED PART 2

Maddie the MotivatorMaddie the Motivator

Bible StoryBible Story

DrawDraw

what did maddie motivate

you to do?

Who was

full of joy?

a. The son that 

    left

B. The pigs 

C. The father

d. The grumpy 

    son

Draw a picture of what you

look like when youre full

of joy!

'



Thank God No Matter What
Student Activity!

 
 

Page 15

I am motivated to live in love!

Cover

Page 13 Page 2 

The Prodigal Son Luke 15:11-32

1 2

3

Write 3 things you are thankful for!

©2021 ONE VOICE MINISTRIES LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. WWW.TEACHONEVOICE.COM 



Page  14 

Happiness is a good feeling but it is based on
the things that are happening around us. 

 Happiness is temporary.
What is something that makes you happy:

 
 

Joy is different.  Joy is part of our attitude.  Joy
is always with us when we make Jesus the

leader of our life.  What can you do when you
are not feeling joy:

Page  12 Page  3 

Page  1 

DIRECTIONS

Write on each page what's
happening.
Fill in the talk bubbles. 

Retell the Bible Story of The Prodigal
Son (Luke 15:11-32).

 One Thing



Page 11 Page 4

Page 9 Page 6 



Page  5 

Page  8 Page  7 

Page  10 



Memory Verse
 “But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace,

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.“ 

Galatians 5:22-23

One Thing:One Thing: Bible Story
The Prodigal Son

Luke 15:11-32
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Script For Live Teaching 

 
ELEMENTARY 

MOTIVATED - Week 2 

One Thing: (needs to be said at least 5 times) 
● I am motivated to live in joy. 

Do (application):  
● Application 1: “Thank God no matter what.”  

 
Weekend Bible Story: Prodigal Son - Luke 15:11-32 
 
Series Key Verse: (Please use this once) “But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. “ Galatians 5:22-23 

 
 
 
 
OPENING SKIT: MADDIE THE MOTIVATOR  
 

Maddie:   
I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart. WHERE? Down in my heart to say, ‘Woot, woot!’  

(Maddie is dancing in circles singing, making a heart with her hands to follow song lyrics until she notices the 
camera and waves.) 

 
Oh, hello out there. I was just singing about joy. Which happens to be the next fruit of The Spirit. Last 
week was love. I love love, and this week it’s joy.  

(Maddie waves one hand in the air with flowers or color, then she throws her hands up in the air, and emoji 
hearts rain down.)   
 

Isn't that great? 
(Maddie throws hands up in the air and emoji happy faces rain down.) 
 

Audience sound Effects:  
Yes! 

 
Maddie:  

I love seeing people being motivated to live in joy! I was thinking about that feeling of deep happiness 
you get when you live in joy, and it reminded me of the thing that brings me the most joy…. this snow 
globe!  

(Maddie ducks out of the camera and pops up holding a snow globe.) 
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I can spend hours and hours just shaking this globe and watching the snow fall on the little city inside of 
it, and sometimes I imagine I’m in the snow globe catching the snow in my mouth.  Only it’s not actually 
snow, it's drops of frozen orange juice. Just magical. My Grandma, Grandma Dotty, gave this to me after 
she went on a trip.  She’s one of my favorite people, so that’s probably another reason this fills me with 
such joy. 

(Maddie holds up the globe and starts shaking it while singing.)  
 

I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart, woot, woot, woot!  
(Maddie drops the snow globe and it shatters.)  

 
Oh, no! This is absolutely a tragedy and a half.  

 
Director’s Voice:  

Is everything alright, Maddie? 
 

Maddie: 
Oh, hey Mr. Director. No, everything is not alright.  I just broke my favorite snow globe, given to me by 
my favorite person. I thought that the snow globe gave me joy, but that joy is gone ‘cause the globe is 
now gone. 

 
Director’s Voice:  

I’m sorry to hear that your globe broke. Here’s a broom.  
(A broom is handed to Maddie. She begins to sweep up the mess.) 
 

Maddie:  
Thank you for that. You know Mr. Director, I’m starting to think that this snow globe didn’t bring me joy, 
but instead, it just made me happy a bit.  Joy, like true joy, is not fleeting.  It doesn’t go away just because 
a snow globe shatters into a ba-jill-eon pieces.  Instead, joy is something we can have from the Holy Spirit 
when things aren’t all that great. 

 
Director’s Voice:   

Is that so? 
 

Maddie:   
Yeah. In fact, this is reminding me of that time in my life when my cat passed away. It was a devastating 
time for me, but I thanked God that I even had Marshmallow in my life to begin with. Even though I was 
super sad about Marshmallow, I was still motivated to live in joy.  

(Maddie sweeps up the broken pieces and places them in the trash can.) 
 

Maddie:  
Wow, I’m starting to realize that the joy I was singing about earlier is truly deep down in my heart and 
isn’t fleeting or going away just because hard times come. And hard times will always come.  I don’t really 
understand it, but I know I can be thankful in those hard times.  I can thank the Holy Spirit for the joy he 
gives in all situations.   

 
(Maddie turns to speak to the voice.)  

You know, you’re a great listener. 
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Director’s Voice:  

What can I say?  
(Spoken as though the Director already knows this.) 
 

Maddie:   
Even though I’ll never be able to fix this snow globe, I am thankful for such an amazing Grandma who I 
have awesome memories with, and she makes excellent apple pies. I’ve got to tell you, being motivated 
to live in joy is not easy, but it’s awesome when we do. It’s hard not to focus on the shattered snow 
globe, but it’s so worth not focusing on. 

(Maddie turns back to the Director.) 
 
Come on, sing it with me… 

 
Both Maddie & Director’s Voice: 

I got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart!  
(Maddie makes a heart with her hands.) 

 
Where? Down in my heart, woot, woot! Remember to live in joy, wooty-woot!   

(Maddie waves bye to the camera.) 
 
 
BIBLE STORY (Teacher): about 7 minutes 

 
TEACHING 

Hi, kids! I’m Kyle! 
 
Today, we’re talking about one the fruit of The Spirit that I think is so important: joy! 
 
When I think of the word joy I think of when people laugh! And I think of the colors yellow 
and orange. I think of the warm feeling when you sit in the sun! And I think of God! 
 
Now, joy can get easily confused with happiness, so I want to explain the difference. 
 
Happiness is a good feeling but it’s based on the things that are happening around us. For 
example, it’s your friend’s birthday and their parent brings in a cake for the class to share. 
You might be really happy because you get to eat some cake! That happiness is based on 
the fact that you get to eat cake. Maybe if you didn’t have the cake you wouldn’t be so 
happy. Happiness is temporary – it doesn’t last. 
 
Joy is different. Joy is part of our attitude. It’s something we can have even if we’re going 
through something tough. Joy can actually take the things we’re going through and make 
us feel okay about it! For example, you might get a really bad grade on your math test. It 
can make you feel upset or sad, but instead you look at that test and you have joy. You 
feel okay with the bad grade. You can see that there is an opportunity to learn and grow! 
Joy is something that is always in us. And we can have joy even in hard situations. 
 



©2021 One Voice Ministries LLC. All rights reserved. www.teachonevoice.com 

 
Today, we’re learning I AM MOTIVATED TO LIVE IN JOY! Let’s all say that together. I AM 
MOTIVATED TO LIVE IN JOY! 
 
Joy doesn’t mean we’re happy, but it kind of feels like it. Not everyone is always full of joy. 
Sometimes people are mad or sad. And that can make it hard to feel joy, but we have 
someone on our team to help us feel joy! 
 
That’s the Holy Spirit. See the Holy Spirit comes into our lives when we make God the 
leader of our lives. And then the Holy Spirit helps us to have what are called fruit of The 
Spirit. Last week we learned about the first fruit of The Spirit: love. And today we’re 
learning about joy. 
 
Did you know that God even feels joy? He does! 
 
We can read, in our Bible, about someone who was so full of joy and someone who was 
not. The one that was not full of joy was kind of grumpy. Let’s read it together. We can 
find it in The New Testament in Luke 15:11-32. 
 
“To illustrate the point further, Jesus told them this story: “A man had two sons. (12) The 
younger son told his father, ‘I want my share of your estate now before you die.’ So his 
father agreed to divide his wealth between his sons. 
 
“(13) A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a distant 
land, and there he wasted all his money in wild living. (14) About the time his money ran 
out, a great famine swept over the land, and he began to starve. (15) He persuaded a local 
farmer to hire him, and the man sent him into his fields to feed the pigs. (16) The young 
man became so hungry that even the pods he was feeding the pigs looked good to him. 
But no one gave him anything. 
 
Did you hear what happened to this son? He spent All his money and had nothing left. He 
even had to hang out with pigs. EW! Let’s keep reading. 
 
“(17) When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even the hired 
servants have food enough to spare, and here I am dying of hunger! (18) I will go home to 
my father and say, “Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, (19) and I am no 
longer worthy of being called your son. Please take me on as a hired servant.”’ 
 
This next part is where we see someone full of joy! Let’s read and listen for the joy. 
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“(20) So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his father 
saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and 
kissed him. (21) His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, 
and I am no longer worthy of being called your son.’ 
 
“(22) But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house and put 
it on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. (23) And kill the calf we have 
been fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, (24) for this son of mine was dead and 
has now returned to life. He was lost, but now he is found.’ So the party began.” 
 
Did you hear that? The father was full of joy! He even said they should have a party to 
celebrate the son coming home! That’s like how God is when we decide to make Him the 
leader of our lives, He celebrates! 
 
But what about the person who is not full of joy? Let’s see the grumpy one. 
 
“(25) Meanwhile, the older son was in the fields working. When he returned home, he 
heard music and dancing in the house, (26) and he asked one of the servants what was 
going on. (27) ‘Your brother is back,’ he was told, ‘and your father has killed the fattened 
calf. We are celebrating because of his safe return.’ 
 
“(28) The older brother was angry and wouldn’t go in. His father came out and begged 
him, (29) but he replied, ‘All these years I’ve slaved for you and never once refused to do a 
single thing you told me to. And in all that time you never gave me even one young goat 
for a feast with my friends…” 
 
Did you hear that? He was angry. Shouldn’t he be excited that his brother came home? I 
guess he wasn’t full of joy. Then the father tells him that he should be happy: 
 
“(31) His father said to him, ‘Look, dear son, you have always stayed by me, and 
everything I have is yours. (32) We had to celebrate this happy day. For your brother was 
dead and has come back to life! He was lost, but now he is found!’” 
 
He was NOT full of joy. But the father was so excited and had so much joy and love! 
 
Today, we’re learning I AM MOTIVATED TO LIVE IN JOY! Let’s all say that together. I AM 
MOTIVATED TO LIVE IN JOY! 
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How do we show that we have joy? One way we can show that we have joy is to thank 
God for everything He does for us. God gives us everything we need and He takes care of 
us. We can say “Thank you, God for loving me and taking care of me!” And that’s a way to 
show joy. 
 
And when we start feeling sad or upset like the brother, we can ask the Holy Spirit to help 
us have joy. Remember joy is in us already. We can just say “Holy Spirit, help me have 
joy!” Remember the fruit of The Spirit comes from the Holy Spirit. He wants to give us 
those! He wants us to have joy! 
 
Today, we’re learning I AM MOTIVATED TO LIVE IN JOY! Let’s all say that together. I AM 
MOTIVATED TO LIVE IN JOY! 
 
This week, I want you to look for people who have joy. They might be kind to others, or 
they might celebrate. They might even just smile. 
 
Maybe you want to start being motivated to live in joy and you want to take the first step 
in your relationship with God. You want to start your friendship for the first time. You can 
do that right now with me. Just pray with me and ask Him into your heart. 
 
SALVATION 
 
If you made the decision to make Jesus the leader of your life, tell a leader or someone 
around you! Don’t forget to be motivated to live in joy. And when you have those 
moments where it’s hard to have joy, stop and pray. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you have 
joy! 

 
 

CLOSING (Host): about 4 minutes 
 
HOST 

Hey, I’m Kristi! 
 
It’s hard to think that I could have joy even when I’m feeling down. But that’s because joy 
is so different from happiness. 
 
Happiness is a good feeling, but it’s based on the things that are happening around us. It 
doesn’t always last. 
 
But joy is different. Joy is part of our attitude. It’s something we can have even if we’re 
going through something tough. Joy is something that is always in us when we make Jesus 
the leader of our life. 
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When you’re not feeling joy, ask the Holy Spirit to help you be motivated to live in joy! 
And remember, joy is a fruit of The Spirit. And we can find the fruit of The Spirit in our 
memory verse. Let’s practice it right now! 
 
Galatians 5:22-23 “But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.“ 
 
Let’s all say I AM MOTIVATED TO LIVE IN JOY! Ready? I AM MOTIVATED TO LIVE IN JOY! 
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