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The American Public Works
Association (APWA) has developed
and published its Uniform Color
Code for making surface and
underground utility lines. The
APWA Color Code is a marking
guideline that should be used by all
professional underground utility
contractors. The Color Code helps
to prevent accidents and damage to
subsurface utility by contractors,
excavators, homeowners or anyone
that may be digging around
underground utilities. Each color
represents a specific type of utility
that is present below ground as
layed out in the Color Guide.
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WHITE

YELLOW

ORANGE

Proposed Excavation

Temporary Survey
Markings

Electric Power Lines,
Cables, Conduit &
Lighting Cables,

Gas, QOil, Steam,
Petroleum or Gaseous
Material

Communication, Alarm
or Signal Lines, Cables
or Conduit or Traffic Loops

Water, Irrigation
& Slurry Lines

Sewers and
Drain Lines

Reclaimed Water,
Recycled Water.
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