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In the name of Allah, the Merciful, the Compassionate

Introduction

First: About the Series 

This is the third edition of the introductory level of this series. 

It is the revised and improved version of the book Al-Asas: 

Fundamentals in the Teaching of the Arabic Language to Non-

Native Speakers. The first edition was issued in 2003, and the 

second edition was issued in 2010. This book targets adult students 

in high schools and universities.

We have developed new versions of the Al-Asas books to 

address the needs of students by using the latest methodologies 

in teaching Arabic to non-native speakers and by keeping up 

with the rapid developments in the areas of content, design and 

methodology, thus benefiting both students and instructors. A 

select group of professors with extensive experience in the field 

of teaching Arabic to non-native speakers participated in the 

revision and development of this series. 

The Al-Asas series consists of six books that cover all levels from 

beginner to advanced so that learners can transition smoothly 

and gradually from one level to the next. The series is based on 

international reference frameworks and standards for languages, 

such as the Common European Framework of Reference for 

Languages (CEFR) as well as the frameworks and standards 

approved by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign 

Languages (ACTFL), with regards to language levels and skills 

(from listening and conversation to reading and writing) and 

linguistic, communicative, and cultural proficiency.
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Second: Student Objectives for This Level

- Master the alphabet, how the letters sound when spoken, and 

how they look when written

- Learn to distinguish between short and long vowel sounds, 

those with diacritics (special accents), and those without

- Be able to differentiate between letters that sound similar in 

pronunciation, such as 

- Know which letters connect to preceding letters in a word but 

not to the letters that follow, like 

- Be able to arrange letters to form meaningful words, taking 

into account the shapes of the letters according to their 

position in the word

- Know the numbers 1 through 20 and the ordinal numbers

- Be able to greet people and respond to a simple greeting

- Introduce oneself to others (name, nationality, country of 

origin, profession)

- Know and distinguish masculine and feminine forms of the 

demonstrative adjective “this” 

- Learn vocabulary for the parts of the human head and body, 

the days of the week, and general directions

- Be able to use word controls, such as the madda ( ) and 

shadda ( ), as well as letters that are pronounced but not 

written, the silent laam (shamsiyya) and the pronounced laam 

(qamariyya), as well as the alphabetical order of the Arabic 

letters

- Be able to identify the various forms of the hamza when 

written at the beginning, middle, and end of a word, as 

well as the connecting hamza (hamzat al-wasl) and the 

disjunctive hamza (hamzat al-qat’)

- Know around 670 words
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- Master the four basic skills (reading, writing, listening, and 

conversation)

-  Achieve the language, communication, and cultural 

competencies required at this level

Third: The Book Plan

A. Methodology 

This series is based on the following points of strategy and 

pedagogy: 

- Linking the shape and sound of a letter to an illustration and 

the sound of the letter, in order to exclude an intermediate 

language

- Using the synthetic method of connecting letters to create 

meaningful words

- Using equation-style exercises to practice writing the different 

shapes of a letter when written at the beginning, in the 

middle, and at the end of the word, both in connected and 

independent form

- Allowing students to practice listening to and writing the 

missing letter in a word

- Recording the book in full, to allow students to match the 

shapes and sounds of the letters heard on audio and seen on 

paper

- Allowing students to form new words using individual letters 

(previously learned)

- Allowing students to form simple sentences using words 

(previously learned)

- Helping students build vocabulary, with their age and culture 

aiding learning 
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B. Language Structure at this Level

The structure of the language at this level is taught in the 

following ways.

1. The Shape of the Letters
- Introducing long vowel sounds ( ) and short vowel sounds, 

by reading words and seeing the images that represent them

- Presenting the long vowels first, followed by the short vowels, 

as these exist in other languages and are the basis for what 

follows

- Learning independent letters like  to help in 

learning the long vowels  and in writing syllables and to 

provide a solid basis to read letters with diacritics

- Dividing similarly shaped alphabet letters into groups

- Practicing pronouncing the letters via long vowel association 

first,

then short vowel association, using the following steps:

• Seeing a specific letter in all its shapes and positions, both 

connected and not connected

• Concentrating on recognizing the differences in the 

letter’s shape depending on its position in a word

• Recognizing how these letters are connected to form 

words

• Using illustrations of words that depict action to exclude 

the use of an intermediate language

2. Phonetics
- Focusing on proper pronunciation and articulation in order to

achieve the best pronunciation possible by the student

- Emphasizing the pronunciation of letters in their short and long 

sounds
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- Noticing differences in pronunciation and practicing listening 

to them and repeating them, first on their own, then as part 

of a word (with the help of the many exercises provided for 

this purpose)

- Identifying the letters that sound similar and practicing

their pronunciation via listening to the letters individually first, 

then in words

- Practicing the difference in pronunciation between the laam 

shamsiyya and the laam qamariyya

- Emphasizing and repeatedly pointing out the letters that 

connect to preceding but not following letters, because 

they are very important in correct writing practices (For this 

purpose, we added exercises on how to use these letters to 

form words.)

3. Exercises
They are numerous exercises with added variety to achieve the 

following objectives:

- To allow students to differentiate between letters

- To test students’ ability to recognize letters by shape and 

sound

- To help students use the letters to form words (mostly about 

actions) and to provide a drawing or to demonstrate the 

action itself

- To appeal to students, by appearing in equation style, so that 

students can write the shape of an individual letter first, then 

form words using a group of letters

 

The exercises are supplemented by easy-to-follow written 

text and recorded conversations, so that the student becomes 

accustomed to hearing the sounds of the Arabic letters. 
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Additionally, a few short advertisements from newspapers and 

websites have been added to help students identify specific 

letters and words. 

Suggested Teaching Hours for This Level

This level requires 60–70 hours of in-class instruction.

Fourth: Book Characteristics

A. Audio and Visual Aids The book focuses on using sight and 

sound methods in order to achieve the following:

- Stimulate the interest of the student in learning the Arabic 

language because this facilitates and accelerates the 

learning process

- Add liveliness to the class atmosphere

- Ensure that students acquire a rich vocabulary, resulting 

from teaching every letter of the alphabet, in all its shapes 

(depending on its position within a word), with its long and 

short vowel sounds, making it possible for the student to learn 

up to four words from each letter

The most important audio and visual aids are the following:

- Pictures showing action, thus eliminating the need for an 

intermediate language to understand the meaning regardless 

of the mother tongue

- Audio recordings so that students are gradually able to 

articulate words correctly (with images about the action 

included). Progress depends on students’ diligence and the 

amount of practice done.
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B. Cultural Content
The cultural content in the book revolves around 

communication aspects of language, covering common life 

situations in Arab culture, such as:

- Introducing oneself by name, age, nationality, occupation, 

and country of origin

- Becoming familiar with common phrases such as thank you, 

welcome, assalamu alaikum, wa-alaikum assalam, good 

morning, good evening, hello, hi

- Knowing Arabic names, such as:

• Common Arabic names like Fatima and Ahmad

• Names of famous Arab personalities like names of 

presidents of some countries

• Names of Arab states and countries

- Knowing foreign names, including names of people, towns, 

cities, and countries.

C. Dictionary
It includes all the vocabulary that appears in this level in the 

lessons and the exercises. The goal is for the student to start 

building vocabulary. Vocabulary words are sorted in order of their 

appearance in the book and not alphabetically, in order to save 

students time and effort.

D. Audio Recording
What makes this book special is that there is a complete audio 

recording of the book in Arabic with English translation, making it 

easier for students to hear the words and to read them correctly, 

without mistakes. It also allows them to collect a rich vocabulary 

at this level.
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We concluded the book by including the following four 

appendixes which was uploaded on Noorart App for easy 

access anytime: 

- Appendix one: General exercises covering all the material in 

the book

- Appendix two: A dictionary containing all the words that 

appear in this level and their translation into English

- Appendix three: The external and internal parts of the human 

body

- Appendix four: A political map of the Arab world

In order to serve instructors of this book, we added a detailed 

teacher’s guide, which is available on the Noorart app. The 

guide includes instructions and tips as well as the latest teaching 

methods, leading to a thorough understanding of the book and 

the ability to teach it properly and to achieve the set objectives 

upon completion of this level. The guide is available on the 

Noorart app for Android and iPhone, so that it can be readily 

accessed at all times. An approximate number of teaching hours 

is suggested for this level, depending on the actual academic 

level of the students.

In conclusion, we hope that with this humble endeavor, we 

serve the language of the Holy Qur’an and benefit both teacher 

and learner, especially non-native Arabic speakers.

The Author & Committee
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To access Al-Asas audio content, please download and install the 
Noorart Media Channel app from the App Store or Play Store, 
or you can scan the QR code below. Al-Asas audio content can be 
found in the Resources section and it's totally free.


