
“I just plugged my pole into my existing base and only 

the red/green light comes on!” 

 
This is a common problem for customers who end up using their own base. Not to worry 

though! The problem can easily be solved. 

 

The issue lies within your existing bases wiring. The problem is that the positive and negative 

wiring is not in the same orientation as the pin wiring on the bottom of the pole. In other 

words, the wires are crossed!  

You may be asking “Well, if my wires are crossed, why is the red and green light working?” And 

my answer is “I don’t really know why!”, but trust me on this one! 

The same exact issue occurred on my boat, and it was a real head scratcher for me, but after I 

did some digging, I found that the issue was within my existing bases wiring not matching up 

with what the new pole light needed. Let me explain more. 

First Step: 

Make sure no power is flowing to your base. You can do this by turning off the power to your 

boat or shutting off the breaker, or simply disconnecting the wires from the battery. 

Then, unscrew your existing base from your bow and observe the wiring on the bottom. 

What you need to pay attention to is how each wire is connected to each pin. 

 

First, you need to understand that this light only uses 2 of the wires coming from your existing 

base. It uses a typical positive and negative connection. On the bottom of the pole, you will see 

the female pin connections. You need to specifically know which one of these is positive and 



which one of these is negative. In the installed position: The positive is on the port side, the 

negative is on the starboard side. To make this easier to think about, with the pole in the 

installed position, the positive female pin is going to be on the same side as the red light. 

Here are some illustrations showing which side the positive is on and which side the negative is 

on.: 

 

 



 

 

What if my existing base has 3 wires/pins? 

No problem. You simply need to cut the 3rd wire that is not being used to remove it from the 

circuit. This pole only uses the 2 pins that are side by side, it will not use the 3rd pin that sets 

alone. Locate the wire that is attached to the 3rd singular pin on your base and cut it and put 

some electrical tape over the exposed ends. Here is an illustration of what the bottom of a 

typical 3 pin base looks like: 

 

 

A) Ok I removed my 3rd pin from the circuit, but its still not working, only the red and green 

light is coming on. 

or 

B) My base only uses 2 wires, but its still not working, only the red and green light is 

coming on. 



No problem! This is where the most common issue lies!! In that case, most likely the positive 

and negative wires/pins on your existing base are not in the same orientation as the 

positive/negative as this light pole. In other words, your wires are crossed! 

What you will need to do in this case is cut and strip the wires on your existing base and swap 

them to make sure the positive and negative circuit is orientated as shown in the illustrations 

above. If you happen to have a multi-meter handy, you could temporarily turn power back on 

to your boat and double check to see which incoming wire is positive and negative. 

 

I’ve done all of the above, but its still not working!! 

Before you throw in the towel, do one more thing. Go ahead and grab the base that the light 

came with and just wire it directly to your battery. Then plug the pole light into the base. Then 

see if it works. Does it work? If so, then you still have something wrong with your wiring in your 

base. 

Trust me, I’ve been to this last troubleshooting verification step. Just take a closer look, and you 

will find that your wiring is probably crossed. 

Any questions, shoot them to sales@fishingvault.com 

 

 

 

 


