
ALL-ONE TO ZERO WASTE!   
To help reach our goal of sending 
<10% of total waste to landfill— “zero 
waste” in the industry—our creative 
Green Team inspired and engaged 
all staff to repurpose old garbage 
bins and soap labels to create a 
colorful new waste separation and 
diversion system. Onward!

We celebrate, we mourn, we heal, we grow. We reach toward each other, find ways to carry on, to begin again.  
It’s why we’re here: to find peace and wholeness despite what’s lost, to use our gifts in service to  

each other and this beloved earth we share, to see ourselves in one another, to weave our stories into one.

Dr. Bronner’s is pleased to 
introduce, by popular demand, 

USDA organic hand sanitizer in 
our beloved, cooling peppermint 

fragrance, featuring mint oil 
regeneratively grown at  

Pavitramenthe, our farmer- 
centric cooperative in India.

I N 2010,  on a visit to Heilbronn, Germany, I’m looking through the 
window of our old soap factory—the factory our family owned before 
the Nazis seized it—when I hear shouting in German. Thankfully, after 

I stammer a response in English, the young German—Nicki—invites me 
inside, into what is now his family’s metal foundry. 

A minute later we’re standing where so much of our family’s story un-
folded—and bolted there, in the middle of the factory �oor, is the original 
soap mill my great grandparents used before the factory was taken from 
them—before they lost their lives in the concentration camps—before my 
grandfather emigrated to America, where 
he eventually rose up out of poverty and 
imprisonment in an asylum to begin a 
new story—the story we carry on today at 
our Vista, California headquarters.

Woven through that story are so many 
others that helped connect me to a past 
my grandfather had largely failed to tell 
us, focused as he was on his All-One 
vision. We had been left with few threads 
to follow back to our family history before 
WWII, when his grandfather had started 
the �rst family soap factory in the base-
ment of the family home in Laupheim in 
1858, or when his father relocated to the 
nearby town of Heilbronn 40 years later 
to open a second soap factory. And so I 
am grateful for these seemingly random, 
fortuitous moments that have brought 
pieces of our family history back to us.

Like this moment, in 2017: I’m visiting 
Laupheim to give a few presentations 
on our family history, including one to 
the local historical society at the Jewish 
cemetery where my grandfather’s grand-
parents are buried, when an audience 
member comes up to me. She tells me 
she is the current owner of our ancestral 
home, which she had planned to tear 

Inside what was once the family’s soap factory 
in Heilbronn, Germany, Mike Bronner discovers 

the original soap mill used by his grandfather 
Emanuel, founder of Dr. Bronner’s.

down to build condominiums, but moved by our story, she o�ers to sell 
the property back to us at cost.

Another moment, this one in 2016: A woman recognizes us in the local 
German newspaper and invites us to her home, where we �nd ourselves 
sitting around our great grandparents’ table, saved from the Nazis by their 
devoted Catholic housekeeper, Agathe. Understanding that their future 
was in peril, our great grandparents had entrusted their furniture and 
valuables to Agathe, who faithfully returned all to our family after the war.

Then there is the moment when all of that history comes full circle, 
when our entire family gathers for a 
reunion in Laupheim, at our newly 
purchased ancestral home. Our grand-
parents’ home is �nally back in the 
family again, and the town that had once 
forcibly, shamefully handed all Jewish 
inhabitants over to the Nazis during WWII 
has welcomed us back with open arms 
and a marching band.

And one more beautiful surprise: 
We’re celebrating the holidays with our 
Dr. Bronner’s family here in Vista when 
who should walk in, dressed as Santa 
Claus, but our dear friend Nicki Frank. He 
has come to return our family’s soap mill, 
which had remained in the old Heilbronn 
factory all these many years. 

One day this old mill will greet visitors 
to our factory, telling the story of our 
family, but also—most importantly—re-
minding us of a larger story, our shared 
story. That through our loss and pain, we 
�nd deeper connection—to each other, to 
ourselves—and that healing comes when 
we begin to realize that we are utterly and 
inseparably bound to one another. In the 
words of my grandfather, founder of Dr. 
Bronner’s: “We are All-One or None! All-
One!”  –  MIKE BRONNER

Organic Valley and  
Dr. Bronner’s launch 
Grassroots Aid  
Partnership to support 
disaster relief

T O BE RESILIENT  to crisis and unexpected di-
sasters, a community must be able to marshal 
food and other basic resources at a moment’s 

notice. That’s part of the story of Grassroots Aid 
Partnership (GAP)—bringing together companies 
from the natural products industry to gather and 
share resources in times of need.

The bigger part of the story, though, is the soul- 
level connection that happens when you break down 

the traditional model of aid giver and recipient into a 
single community of human beings.

From �re relief in California to hurricane relief in 
Florida, GAP volunteers, supported by donations 
of food, funds, and other resources, create a space 
where stresses are relieved so that people can come 
together and heal through community.

“This is more than a food stop, where you just pick 
up your box of food and leave,” says George Siemon, 
CEO of Organic Valley. “It’s not just disaster relief. It’s 
tenderness to people who’ve been downtrodden for a 
while. We say, Come, cry on my shoulder. Sit and hang 
out with us and let’s have a good talk. This is about 
bringing the vulnerable some down-home energy, 
some hearth energy.”

“You get to experience people at their best,” says 
David Bronner. “Coming together in their moment of 
need, and in their moment of service.”

T HE THOUSANDS  of my granddad’s words written on our soap 
labels come down to this: We must take responsibility for our own 
lives while living a life of service to others, for we are all children of 

the same divine source, sisters and brothers sharing one precious planet. 
For 70 years, we’ve viewed our company as an opportunity to live my 

granddad’s vision. As the �ghting and uniting soap company, we work hard 
to raise our personal standards while also pushing for social policies and 
environmental standards that improve the lives of all human and other 
beings, near and far.

In 2018, we received an abundance of results and rewards for our e�orts 
that we’re excited to share: implementing regenerative organic agriculture, 
achieving 100% renewable power and working toward zero waste in our 
U.S. factory, launching an Employee Giving Program and collaborating 
in disaster relief with our natural product allies through the Grassroots 
Aid Partnership, and becoming the world’s third-highest-ranking B Corp. 

After years of �ghting to expose the agrochem-
ical industry’s deceitful and malicious practices, 
we applauded the August court ruling that a¦rmed 
that glyphosate, the herbicide in Roundup, causes 
cancer, and declared Monsanto liable for $289 million 
in retribution.

It took nearly twenty years of relentless activism, 
but American farmers are �nally free to grow hemp 
and supply its oil for our soaps. With passage of the 

2018 Farm Bill, the cannabis plant is on its way to being liberated to serve 
its highest potential—not just industrial, but medical and spiritual.

In the UK, the su�ering of a young boy and his lifesaving cannabis- 
derived oil treatments created a nationwide call that successfully pres-
sured Parliament to allow access to medical cannabis to all in need of its 
healing bene�ts.

These are steps in a revolution that will make plant medicines more 
widely available, bringing us more healing of body and soul. From veterans 
to prisoners, these sacred allies can help hurting people process trauma, 
and in the process help heal Spaceship Earth.

Despite the harm and distractions of our current administration’s 
policies, I believe we’re on the cusp of real change. May we keep developing 
our individual potential, humbling ourselves within the majesty of creation, 
opening our hearts to each other in compassion, understanding, and 
appreciation. All-One-Love!  –  DAVID BRONNER

Ignore the media hype! Transformation is happening! 
Beautiful people doing beautiful things – getting more 
present, opening our hearts to each other and our 
sacred earth in All-One-Love!

‘‘We all have 
belly buttons. 
Take a look. 
We’re all  
the same.’’

— GEORGE SIEMON

The All-One! spirit of Dr. Bronner’s is rooted in the love and generosity of 
our employees, so this year we empowered staff to direct 20,000 of our 
charitable giving to the causes nearest and dearest to their hearts.

Giving from  
the many hearts  
of Dr. Bronner’s
T HIS YEAR,  as part of Dr. Bronner’s newly launched Employee 

Giving Program, employees each received $100 to donate to one of 
�ve charities nominated by and advocated for by sta�. Together, 

their generosity of spirit raised $20,000 in support of tribal sovereignty of 
Native communities, those who have lost loved ones to suicide, young 
women in underserved communities, organ donation, and the �ght against 
slavery in all its heart-sickening forms.

At the program’s launch event, Sarah Samuel shared the moment when 
International Justice Mission—which drew the most employee donations—
�rst caught her heart:

“Once upon a time I thought I knew what it meant to feel deeply about 
an issue. But it wasn’t until I became a mom, in those late hours rocking my 
baby, that I learned what  deeply really feels like.

By the light of my phone, I came across a story about forced-labor brick 
kilns, and how children born into that circumstance do hard labor all day 
and night. They have no childhood. They have no hope.

What a�ected me even more than the story was a picture of a little girl 
only a few years older than the baby in my arms. I looked at that little girl, 

LOVE YOU, TRUDY BRONNER! The heart, soul, and mother hen. 
Walks softly and carries a big heart. – KH If you’re too hard on yourself, 
she will tell you,“That’s what erasers are for.” – AJ A force at home 
and at work. – BK We have the utmost respect and love for this mar-
velous lady. – M &  KS Anytime we can push her buttons makes for a 
funny Trudy moment. Brilliant, reserved, a best friend. – AD  Loving, 
caring, thoughtful. – KM We have experienced many different lands 
and cultures, and we treasure these memories with Trudy. – MB We 
were going to an orphanage in El Salvador and she gifted us with a 
generous donation of soap for the children. – ST From the first time I 
met Trudy I felt that she was a kindred spirit. – NC Regardless of what 
happens in life, she would never judge you. – DA Loyal, thoughtful, and 
seriousfunility (serious and fun). – JK The highs and lows of life are 
celebrated, mourned, acknowledged, and have bonded us in ways we 
never would have imagined in 1982. – AD We have shared the loss of 
our husbands, watched our children grow, aging ever so gracefully and 
keeping our friendship close to our hearts. – TG Amazingly kind and 
loving, she sees good in everything. – SP Favorite Trudy-isms: “You’re 
not fully dressed yet — you forgot to put on your smile.” “Leave the 
place better than you found it.” – L & MB

F IVE DAYS  after his cannabis-based medicine 
was con�scated at Heathrow Airport, 12-year-
old Billy Caldwell was back in the hospital with 

another life-threatening epileptic seizure—the �rst 
since starting the treatment the year before. The 
cannabis-based oil had been prescribed by one of 
Canada’s leading pediatric neurologists, and Billy 
and his mum, Charlotte, were on their way back from 
Canada with a new supply when it was con�scated by 
authorities. Dr. Bronner’s, at the request of medical 
cannabis advocates in the UK, had helped fund the 
trip, along with Billy’s six-month supply.

Though the medical cannabis treatments had re-
duced Billy’s seizures from near-constant to none, it 
took Charlotte’s desperate pleas, an outraged public, 
and pressure from the pro–medical cannabis lobby 

100% E E ABL  PO E ED  
 Thanks to a unique partnership 
between Organic Valley and B 
Corp OneEnergy Renewables, 
generating 30MW of new solar 
power on organic farms in the 
Midwest, Dr. Bronner’s was able to 
purchase enough RECs (renew- 
able energy certificates) to take us 
from ~80% renewably powered in 
2017 to 100% in 2018. To advance 
even more renewable power use 
beyond our factory, we installed 14 
electric vehicle charging stations, 
offering free charges to employees 
along with $1,000 toward the 
purchase of an electric vehicle.

WORLD’S THIRD-HIGHEST-RANKING CERTIFIED B CORP.  Each year a 
small group of Certified B Corps from around the globe are named “Best For The 
World” in recognition of their outstanding ethical, sustainable, and progressive 

approaches to business — and each year since 
becoming a B Corp, Dr. Bronner’s has been 
honored to be among that select group. The 
median B Impact Assessment score for 
ordinary businesses in 2018 was 51. This year 
Dr. Bronner’s earned a score of 177.8, the third 
highest ever received by a Certified B Corp.

A case for  
cannabis,  
reason,  & love

for Parliament to �nally issue an emergency license 
allowing access to the medicine this little boy so 
desperately needed.

Since then, the UK has moved to reform the un-
fair laws that denied patients potentially lifesaving 
cannabis-based medicine. The UK still has a long 
way to go in making cannabis-based medicine widely 
accessible, but this is a start.

Charlotte: “What started as a journey to help my 
little boy has become something much bigger. The 
needs of my little boy turned out to be the needs of 
many more.”

and her eyes looked like my 
baby’s eyes.

In that moment, she was my 
child, and I wept for her as I held 
my child, safely, in my arms. 
And I wept for her parents, be-
cause I know I would do any-
thing to protect my daughter 
and give her a happy life. I 
imagined the torment her par-
ents must feel every day. The 

only di�erence between them and me is that I was fortunate to be born in 
a place where I don’t have to live with the risk of being exploited. 

I actively donate to International Justice Mission because justice is 
what they do. They �ght to free those who are trapped, they help them 
become whole by working with victims and coordinating resources for 
years after their rescue. And they �ght to �x the broken systems so that 
the cycle can be broken for good.”

‘‘Her eyes 
looked like my  
baby’s eyes.’’

DR.  BRONNER’S ALL-ONE! REPORT2019

HEMP WINS!   Dr. Bronner’s 20-year battle to help legalize U.S. hemp — a brief 
history: 1999: Reformulates soap to include hemp oil. 2001: Helps fund hemp 
industry’s legal battle against DEA. 200 : Ninth Circuit Court rules unanimously 
in favor of hemp industry. 200 : David Bronner arrested after planting hemp seeds 
on front lawn of DEA museum. 2010: Dr. Bronner’s helps launch Hemp History 
Week. 2012: David Bronner arrested for pressing hemp oil from seeds of living 
cannabis plants inside steel cage in front of White House. 2016: Dr. Bronner’s 
funds and celebrates victory with Alex White Plume in legal fight to grow hemp on 
tribal land. 201 : Donates $100K to Rodale Institute for study of hemp’s role in 
improving soil health. 2018: Farm Bill passes, legalizing hemp farming on U.S. soil.
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“It restores my faith in humanity,” adds Siemon. 
“We have a primary desire to serve other human be-
ings, and in these trying situations, it gets permission 
to come out. All the di�erences evaporate.”

While GAP is creating a world where rebuilding is 
a healthy, soul-feeding, collective responsibility, Dr. 
Bronner’s believes that our responsibility to each 
other extends even beyond relief response, to work 
that addresses the literal roots of our crises.

David Bronner: “As natural disasters of all kinds 
become more frequent with advancing climate 
change, we will continue to support Grassroots Aid 
Partnership for on-the-ground relief e�orts, and 
also work toward nurturing more responsible, re-
generative organic farming models that, at global 
scale, can sequester atmospheric carbon in soil and 
mitigate the worst e�ects of climate change, along 
with decarbonizing our economy.” 

International Justice Mission  ®

Photo by Steve Jeter, Courtesy of Vote Hemp

Photo by Ephcto Ernesto Borges

Photo by Steve Jeter
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Farmers at several of Dr. Bronner’s agricultural supply projects have planted 
250,000  oil and coconut palms, produced 10,000  MT of new thermophilic 
compost, utilized new cover crops, and shifted to conservation tillage and initial 
plantings of dynamic agroforestry elds. These new practices sequestered 
appro imately 16,000 MT of atmospheric CO2, “offsetting  the approximate 
36% of Dr. Bronner’s 2018 Scope 3 emissions from agricultural production and 
processing. By expanding dynamic agroforestry, compost production, and other 
soil regeneration measures, we intend to offset all Scope 3 emissions by 2023.
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Interest expense 
 $1.3M

  /  1.1%
Reinvestm

ent  
in com

pany  
$4.0M

  / 3.3%

Charitable giving & sponsorships  
$8.8M

  / 7.2%

Goods & services expense 
 $25.9M

  / 21.1%

W
ages, bene�ts, pro�t-sharing 

 $27.1M
  / 22.1%

Raw m
aterials expense 

 $48.9M
  / 39.9%

Succession �nancing 
 $1.1M

  / 0.9%
Taxes  
 $4.0M

  / 3.3%

Depreciation 
 $1.5M

  / 1.2%

2018 Net Sales:   $122.5M
  / 100%

2018 Net Sales:   $122.5M
 

Dom
estic

80.0%
International

20.0%

Total product shipped including packaging 
 36,321,382 

Net product content 
 

 32,034,025  
88%

Net packaging content 
 

 4,287,357  
12%

 
Paper-based 

 
 1,605,915  

4%
 

M
etal 

 
 40,830  

< 1%
 

Plastic 
 

 1,880,115  
5%

 
Glass 

 
 760,497  

2%

Electricity (kW
h) 

 
 1,487,628

Natural gas (therm
s) 

 
 36,566

Fossil fuels (gal) 
 

 22,566
Propane (gal) 

 
 2,258

W
ater (gallons) 

 
 4,827,769

 (m
etric tons CO2)

Scope 1 Direct 
 

 430
Scope 2 Energy indirect  m

arket-based* 
0

 location-based 
 121

Scope 3 Other indirect** 
 ~44,000

 Total fair trade oil produced for Dr. Bronner’s in 2018 (m
etric tons)  

 1,921  
 1,491 

Fair trade prem
ium

 spending by issue area 
Farm

er support 
$121,962 

 
 

$375,519 
 

 
Health 

$138,777  
 $11,549 

 
 

Education 
$46,050   

 $15,130 
 

 
W

ater & sanitation 
$2,298  

 $6,532 
 

 
Infrastructure 

$36,566  
 $25,908 

 
 

Other 
$82,401  

$109,372 

 
 

Total 
 $428,054   

 $544,010 

Num
ber of farm

ers registered 
M

ale 
 2,103  

  2,477  
 

 
Fem

ale 
 1,044  

 274 

 
 

Total 
 

 3,147  
 2,751  

Farm
-level incom

e 
Total farm

 gate purchases 
$5,670,268  

 $13,765,500 
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$418,508  
$1,215,865 

 
 

Average purchased per farm
er 

$7,188  
 $20,032

Total acres under cultivation 
Certi�ed organic 

 57,455  
 12,056 

 
 

In-conversion & conventional 
 3,372   

  1,357  

 
 

Total 
 

 60,827   
 13,413  

Total from 100%
 PCR

* materials 
67%

Total PCR
* content of all packaging types 

70%

PCR
* content of all plastic containers 

77%

PCR
* content of all paper-based 

95%

Recyclable bottles & paper-based packaging 
100%

0 
50 

100

%
 Fair Trade Certi�ed raw material 

76%

%
 Organic Certified raw material 

80%
0 

50 
100

Land
ll 11%
 106,905 lbs

Com
post 1%

 12,298 lbs

Reused 
60%
609,605 lbs

Recycled  
28%
284,560 lbs

JAN Dr. Bronner’s announces half-m
illion-dollar 5-year pledge 

to support com
m

unity betterm
ent and youth program

s of 
Boys & Girls Club of Greater San Diego, honoring the late Jim

 Bronner. 

FEB Unveiling of Dr. Bronner’s “Heal Earth!” label prom
oting new 

Regenerative Organic Certi�cation and books and �lm
s Eating 

Anim
als and Kiss the Ground. Label features quotes from

 leading voices 
on ecology and social justice throughout history. 

MAR At Natural Products Expo W
est, Dr. Bronner’s partners with 

Rodale, Patagonia, and other industry leaders to launch 
Regenerative Organic Certi�ed (ROC), a holistic certi�cation ensuring 
soil health and ecological land m

anagem
ent, pasture-based anim

al 
welfare, and farm

er and worker fairness.  

APR Inspired by hundreds of thousands rallying in wake of 
Parkland school shooting, Dr. Bronner’s drafts statem

ent 
supporting com

m
on sense gun reform

 m
ovem

ent. 

MAY Dr. Bronner’s and Palom
ar Fam

ily YM
CA hold cerem

ony to 
unveil Jim

 Bronner Gym
nasium

, donated and nam
ed in m

em
-

ory of Em
anuel Bronner’s son, father of David and Mike, late husband of 

Trudy Bronner. • Dr. Bronner’s partners with Fair World Project to globally 
celebrate W

orld Fair Trade Day. • Prom
otes How to Change Your M

ind, 
Michael Pollan’s book on bene�ts of psychedelics. 

JUN Dr. Bronner’s sponsors and co-organizes 9th annual Hem
p 

History W
eek, a grassroots education cam

paign to change 
federal law to allow U.S. farm

ing of industrial hem
p. • In the UK, Dr. 

Bronner’s donates $27,000 for Charlotte Caldwell’s travel to Canada 
to purchase 6-m

onth supply of cannabis-based oil to treat son’s 
life-threatening epileptic seizures. W

hen m
edicine is con�scated 

at Heathrow Airport, public outcry pressures Parliam
ent to legalize 

doctor-prescribed m
edical cannabis.

JUL Dr. Bronner’s publishes statem
ent in support of com

prehen-
sive im

m
igration reform

 and opposition to Trum
p policies 

separating and detaining im
m

igrant fam
ilies and crim

inalizing asylum
 

seekers and refugees. Com
pany m

akes donation to RAICES, a nonpro�t 
group providing legal services to im

m
igrants and refugees, and Alliance 

San Diego, prom
oting policies that im

prove conditions in border com
-

m
unities and advocating for im

m
igrant equality. 

AUG Sea Shepherd Germ
any’s M

V Em
anuel Bronner wraps up 

sum
m

er operations patrolling sanctuary areas of Baltic 
Sea to rescue porpoises and other sea creatures from

 gillnets, and 
collecting footage for use in swaying public opinion in favor of ocean 
protection. • Dr. Bronner’s hosts annual board m

eeting of M
ultidisci-

plinary Association of Psychedelic Studies (MAPS) and donates another 
$1M in support of MAPS m

ission to integrate psychedelic m
edicine into 

global culture.

SEP Dr. Bronner’s joins Fair W
orld Project and 300 other orga-

nizations in support of new International Fair Trade Charter 
that underscores the values of the fair trade m

ovem
ent and de�nes a 

com
m

on vision for justice, equity, and sustainable developm
ent in trade, 

business, and econom
ic practices. 

OCT Dr. Bronner’s team
s up with Organic Valley to run Lighthouse 

Free Kitchen, a grassroots disaster relief e�ort that provided 
thousands of free m

eals in Rocky Point, North Carolina in afterm
ath 

of Hurricane Florence. • Trudy Bronner recognized as Outstanding 
Philanthropist of the Year.

NOV Dr. Bronner’s celebrates electoral victories of ballot initiatives 
supported by the com

pany, including: restoring right to vote 
for form

er felons in Florida; m
inim

um
 wage increases in Arkansas & 

Missouri; end of cannabis prohibition and sweeping election reform
 in 

Michigan; legalization of m
edical cannabis in Missouri & Utah; landm

ark 
reform

 of farm
 anim

al welfare standards through California’s Prop 12. 

DEC After nearly 20 years of philanthropy and advocacy in support 
of hem

p farm
ing in the US, Dr. Bronner’s celebrates passage 

of 2018 Farm
 Bill, legalizing farm

ing of the crop after m
ore than 80 

years of prohibition.  

2018 by the numbers
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Look: 
It’s all  

connected

One earth, 
one family, 
one love

WÄHREND EINES BESUCHS  in Heilbronn 
im Jahr 2010 schaute ich gerade durch ein 
Fenster unserer alten Seifenfabrik – der Fabrik, 
die unsere Familie besaß, bevor die Nazis sie be-
schlagnahmten – als ich laute Rufe auf Deutsch 
vernahm. Als ich noch stammelnd auf Englisch versuchte zu erklären was ich da 
tat, lud mich der junge Deutsche namens Nicki bereits ins Innere des Gebäudes 
ein, welches heutzutage die Metallgießerei seiner Familie beherbergt.

Nur eine Minute später standen wir an dem Ort, an dem sich ein so großer Teil 
der Geschichte unserer Familie abspielte – und dort, in der Mitte der Fabrikhalle, 
stand sie, die ursprüngliche Seifenmaschine, die Maschine, welche meine Ur-
großeltern benutzten, ehe ihnen ihre Fabrik genommen wurde, ehe sie ihre Leben 
in Konzentrationslagern verloren, ehe mein Großvater nach Amerika emigrierte, 
wo er Armut und Zwangseinweisung in eine psychiatrische Klinik überwand und 
schließlich den Beginn einer neuen Geschichte schrieb – die Geschichte, die wir 
heute an unserem Hauptsitz im kalifornischen Vista fortschreiben.

Verwoben mit dieser Geschichte sind so viele andere, die es mir ermöglichten, 
eine Verbindung zu der Vergangenheit zu �nden, von der uns unser Großvater 

DIE TAUSENDEN WORTE  meines Groß-
vaters, die auf den Etiketten unserer Seifen 
stehen, bedeuten letztendlich eines: Wir müssen 
Verantwortung für unser eigenes Leben über-
nehmen und dabei für andere da sein, denn wir 

sind alle Kinder desselben göttlichen Ursprungs; Schwestern und Brüder, die 
einen kostbaren Planeten teilen.

Seit nunmehr 70 Jahren sehen wir unser Unternehmen als Chance, die 
Vision meines Großvaters umzusetzen. Als kämpfende und vereinende Seifen-
�rma arbeiten wir hart daran, unsere persönlichen Maßstäbe anzuheben und 
gleichzeitig auf soziale und Umweltstandards zu drängen, die das Leben aller 
Menschen und anderer Lebewesen vor Ort sowie in der Ferne verbessern.

Im Jahr 2018 haben wir sehr viel erreicht: die Umsetzung des regenerativ 
biologischen Anbaus, die 100 % ige Umstellung auf erneuerbare Energie sowie 
Fortschritte auf dem Weg zu einer komplett abfallfreien Produktion in unserem 
amerikanischen Werk, die Einführung eines Mitarbeiter-Spenden-Programms, 
die Zusammenarbeit mit Partner�rmen aus der Bio Branche im Bereich Katast-
rophenhilfe durch die Grassroots Aid Partnership und nicht zuletzt die Tatsache, 

Mike und David Bronner, Präsident und Cosmic 
Engagement Officer von Dr. Bronner’s, Enkel des 

Gründers Emanuel Bronner.

1 FORTGESETZT 1 FORTGESETZT

Wir feiern, wir trauern, wir heilen, 
wir wachsen. Wir gehen aufeinan-
der zu, finden Wege, um weiter-
zumachen, um neu anzufangen. 

Wir sind hier um trotz dessen, was 
verloren ging, Frieden und Ganz-
heit zu finden; um unsere Stärken 
füreinander und zum Wohle unse-
rer geliebten Erde einzusetzen, die 
wir alle teilen; um uns in einander 

wiederzuerkennen und unsere 
individuellen Geschichten zu einer 

gemeinsamen zu verweben.

Ignoriere den Medienhype!  
Der Wandel geschieht!  
Großartige Menschen,  

die großartige Dinge tun,  
bewusster leben, in  

allumfassender Liebe – All-One-
Love – ihre Herzen für einander 

und für unsere einzigartige  
Erde öffnen. 



ALL-ONE TO ZERO WASTE!   
To help reach our goal of sending 
<10% of total waste to landfill— “zero 
waste” in the industry—our creative 
Green Team inspired and engaged 
all staff to repurpose old garbage 
bins and soap labels to create a 
colorful new waste separation and 
diversion system. Onward!

We celebrate, we mourn, we heal, we grow. We reach toward each other, find ways to carry on, to begin again.  
It’s why we’re here: to find peace and wholeness despite what’s lost, to use our gifts in service to  

each other and this beloved earth we share, to see ourselves in one another, to weave our stories into one.

Dr. Bronner’s is pleased to 
introduce, by popular demand, 

USDA organic hand sanitizer in 
our beloved, cooling peppermint 

fragrance, featuring mint oil 
regeneratively grown at  

Pavitramenthe, our farmer- 
centric cooperative in India.

I N 2010,  on a visit to Heilbronn, Germany, I’m looking through the 
window of our old soap factory—the factory our family owned before 
the Nazis seized it—when I hear shouting in German. Thankfully, after 

I stammer a response in English, the young German—Nicki—invites me 
inside, into what is now his family’s metal foundry. 

A minute later we’re standing where so much of our family’s story un-
folded—and bolted there, in the middle of the factory �oor, is the original 
soap mill my great grandparents used before the factory was taken from 
them—before they lost their lives in the concentration camps—before my 
grandfather emigrated to America, where 
he eventually rose up out of poverty and 
imprisonment in an asylum to begin a 
new story—the story we carry on today at 
our Vista, California headquarters.

Woven through that story are so many 
others that helped connect me to a past 
my grandfather had largely failed to tell 
us, focused as he was on his All-One 
vision. We had been left with few threads 
to follow back to our family history before 
WWII, when his grandfather had started 
the �rst family soap factory in the base-
ment of the family home in Laupheim in 
1858, or when his father relocated to the 
nearby town of Heilbronn 40 years later 
to open a second soap factory. And so I 
am grateful for these seemingly random, 
fortuitous moments that have brought 
pieces of our family history back to us.

Like this moment, in 2017: I’m visiting 
Laupheim to give a few presentations 
on our family history, including one to 
the local historical society at the Jewish 
cemetery where my grandfather’s grand-
parents are buried, when an audience 
member comes up to me. She tells me 
she is the current owner of our ancestral 
home, which she had planned to tear 

Inside what was once the family’s soap factory 
in Heilbronn, Germany, Mike Bronner discovers 

the original soap mill used by his grandfather 
Emanuel, founder of Dr. Bronner’s.

down to build condominiums, but moved by our story, she o�ers to sell 
the property back to us at cost.

Another moment, this one in 2016: A woman recognizes us in the local 
German newspaper and invites us to her home, where we �nd ourselves 
sitting around our great grandparents’ table, saved from the Nazis by their 
devoted Catholic housekeeper, Agathe. Understanding that their future 
was in peril, our great grandparents had entrusted their furniture and 
valuables to Agathe, who faithfully returned all to our family after the war.

Then there is the moment when all of that history comes full circle, 
when our entire family gathers for a 
reunion in Laupheim, at our newly 
purchased ancestral home. Our grand-
parents’ home is �nally back in the 
family again, and the town that had once 
forcibly, shamefully handed all Jewish 
inhabitants over to the Nazis during WWII 
has welcomed us back with open arms 
and a marching band.

And one more beautiful surprise: 
We’re celebrating the holidays with our 
Dr. Bronner’s family here in Vista when 
who should walk in, dressed as Santa 
Claus, but our dear friend Nicki Frank. He 
has come to return our family’s soap mill, 
which had remained in the old Heilbronn 
factory all these many years. 

One day this old mill will greet visitors 
to our factory, telling the story of our 
family, but also—most importantly—re-
minding us of a larger story, our shared 
story. That through our loss and pain, we 
�nd deeper connection—to each other, to 
ourselves—and that healing comes when 
we begin to realize that we are utterly and 
inseparably bound to one another. In the 
words of my grandfather, founder of Dr. 
Bronner’s: “We are All-One or None! All-
One!”  –  MIKE BRONNER

Organic Valley and  
Dr. Bronner’s launch 
Grassroots Aid  
Partnership to support 
disaster relief

T O BE RESILIENT  to crisis and unexpected di-
sasters, a community must be able to marshal 
food and other basic resources at a moment’s 

notice. That’s part of the story of Grassroots Aid 
Partnership (GAP)—bringing together companies 
from the natural products industry to gather and 
share resources in times of need.

The bigger part of the story, though, is the soul- 
level connection that happens when you break down 

the traditional model of aid giver and recipient into a 
single community of human beings.

From �re relief in California to hurricane relief in 
Florida, GAP volunteers, supported by donations 
of food, funds, and other resources, create a space 
where stresses are relieved so that people can come 
together and heal through community.

“This is more than a food stop, where you just pick 
up your box of food and leave,” says George Siemon, 
CEO of Organic Valley. “It’s not just disaster relief. It’s 
tenderness to people who’ve been downtrodden for a 
while. We say, Come, cry on my shoulder. Sit and hang 
out with us and let’s have a good talk. This is about 
bringing the vulnerable some down-home energy, 
some hearth energy.”

“You get to experience people at their best,” says 
David Bronner. “Coming together in their moment of 
need, and in their moment of service.”

T HE THOUSANDS  of my granddad’s words written on our soap 
labels come down to this: We must take responsibility for our own 
lives while living a life of service to others, for we are all children of 

the same divine source, sisters and brothers sharing one precious planet. 
For 70 years, we’ve viewed our company as an opportunity to live my 

granddad’s vision. As the �ghting and uniting soap company, we work hard 
to raise our personal standards while also pushing for social policies and 
environmental standards that improve the lives of all human and other 
beings, near and far.

In 2018, we received an abundance of results and rewards for our e�orts 
that we’re excited to share: implementing regenerative organic agriculture, 
achieving 100% renewable power and working toward zero waste in our 
U.S. factory, launching an Employee Giving Program and collaborating 
in disaster relief with our natural product allies through the Grassroots 
Aid Partnership, and becoming the world’s third-highest-ranking B Corp. 

After years of �ghting to expose the agrochem-
ical industry’s deceitful and malicious practices, 
we applauded the August court ruling that a¦rmed 
that glyphosate, the herbicide in Roundup, causes 
cancer, and declared Monsanto liable for $289 million 
in retribution.

It took nearly twenty years of relentless activism, 
but American farmers are �nally free to grow hemp 
and supply its oil for our soaps. With passage of the 

2018 Farm Bill, the cannabis plant is on its way to being liberated to serve 
its highest potential—not just industrial, but medical and spiritual.

In the UK, the su�ering of a young boy and his lifesaving cannabis- 
derived oil treatments created a nationwide call that successfully pres-
sured Parliament to allow access to medical cannabis to all in need of its 
healing bene�ts.

These are steps in a revolution that will make plant medicines more 
widely available, bringing us more healing of body and soul. From veterans 
to prisoners, these sacred allies can help hurting people process trauma, 
and in the process help heal Spaceship Earth.

Despite the harm and distractions of our current administration’s 
policies, I believe we’re on the cusp of real change. May we keep developing 
our individual potential, humbling ourselves within the majesty of creation, 
opening our hearts to each other in compassion, understanding, and 
appreciation. All-One-Love!  –  DAVID BRONNER

Ignore the media hype! Transformation is happening! 
Beautiful people doing beautiful things – getting more 
present, opening our hearts to each other and our 
sacred earth in All-One-Love!

‘‘We all have 
belly buttons. 
Take a look. 
We’re all  
the same.’’

— GEORGE SIEMON

The All-One! spirit of Dr. Bronner’s is rooted in the love and generosity of 
our employees, so this year we empowered staff to direct 20,000 of our 
charitable giving to the causes nearest and dearest to their hearts.

Giving from  
the many hearts  
of Dr. Bronner’s
T HIS YEAR,  as part of Dr. Bronner’s newly launched Employee 

Giving Program, employees each received $100 to donate to one of 
�ve charities nominated by and advocated for by sta�. Together, 

their generosity of spirit raised $20,000 in support of tribal sovereignty of 
Native communities, those who have lost loved ones to suicide, young 
women in underserved communities, organ donation, and the �ght against 
slavery in all its heart-sickening forms.

At the program’s launch event, Sarah Samuel shared the moment when 
International Justice Mission—which drew the most employee donations—
�rst caught her heart:

“Once upon a time I thought I knew what it meant to feel deeply about 
an issue. But it wasn’t until I became a mom, in those late hours rocking my 
baby, that I learned what  deeply really feels like.

By the light of my phone, I came across a story about forced-labor brick 
kilns, and how children born into that circumstance do hard labor all day 
and night. They have no childhood. They have no hope.

What a�ected me even more than the story was a picture of a little girl 
only a few years older than the baby in my arms. I looked at that little girl, 

LOVE YOU, TRUDY BRONNER! The heart, soul, and mother hen. 
Walks softly and carries a big heart. – KH If you’re too hard on yourself, 
she will tell you,“That’s what erasers are for.” – AJ A force at home 
and at work. – BK We have the utmost respect and love for this mar-
velous lady. – M &  KS Anytime we can push her buttons makes for a 
funny Trudy moment. Brilliant, reserved, a best friend. – AD  Loving, 
caring, thoughtful. – KM We have experienced many different lands 
and cultures, and we treasure these memories with Trudy. – MB We 
were going to an orphanage in El Salvador and she gifted us with a 
generous donation of soap for the children. – ST From the first time I 
met Trudy I felt that she was a kindred spirit. – NC Regardless of what 
happens in life, she would never judge you. – DA Loyal, thoughtful, and 
seriousfunility (serious and fun). – JK The highs and lows of life are 
celebrated, mourned, acknowledged, and have bonded us in ways we 
never would have imagined in 1982. – AD We have shared the loss of 
our husbands, watched our children grow, aging ever so gracefully and 
keeping our friendship close to our hearts. – TG Amazingly kind and 
loving, she sees good in everything. – SP Favorite Trudy-isms: “You’re 
not fully dressed yet — you forgot to put on your smile.” “Leave the 
place better than you found it.” – L & MB

F IVE DAYS  after his cannabis-based medicine 
was con�scated at Heathrow Airport, 12-year-
old Billy Caldwell was back in the hospital with 

another life-threatening epileptic seizure—the �rst 
since starting the treatment the year before. The 
cannabis-based oil had been prescribed by one of 
Canada’s leading pediatric neurologists, and Billy 
and his mum, Charlotte, were on their way back from 
Canada with a new supply when it was con�scated by 
authorities. Dr. Bronner’s, at the request of medical 
cannabis advocates in the UK, had helped fund the 
trip, along with Billy’s six-month supply.

Though the medical cannabis treatments had re-
duced Billy’s seizures from near-constant to none, it 
took Charlotte’s desperate pleas, an outraged public, 
and pressure from the pro–medical cannabis lobby 

100% E E ABL  PO E ED  
 Thanks to a unique partnership 
between Organic Valley and B 
Corp OneEnergy Renewables, 
generating 30MW of new solar 
power on organic farms in the 
Midwest, Dr. Bronner’s was able to 
purchase enough RECs (renew- 
able energy certificates) to take us 
from ~80% renewably powered in 
2017 to 100% in 2018. To advance 
even more renewable power use 
beyond our factory, we installed 14 
electric vehicle charging stations, 
offering free charges to employees 
along with $1,000 toward the 
purchase of an electric vehicle.

WORLD’S THIRD-HIGHEST-RANKING CERTIFIED B CORP.  Each year a 
small group of Certified B Corps from around the globe are named “Best For The 
World” in recognition of their outstanding ethical, sustainable, and progressive 

approaches to business — and each year since 
becoming a B Corp, Dr. Bronner’s has been 
honored to be among that select group. The 
median B Impact Assessment score for 
ordinary businesses in 2018 was 51. This year 
Dr. Bronner’s earned a score of 177.8, the third 
highest ever received by a Certified B Corp.

A case for  
cannabis,  
reason,  & love

for Parliament to �nally issue an emergency license 
allowing access to the medicine this little boy so 
desperately needed.

Since then, the UK has moved to reform the un-
fair laws that denied patients potentially lifesaving 
cannabis-based medicine. The UK still has a long 
way to go in making cannabis-based medicine widely 
accessible, but this is a start.

Charlotte: “What started as a journey to help my 
little boy has become something much bigger. The 
needs of my little boy turned out to be the needs of 
many more.”

and her eyes looked like my 
baby’s eyes.

In that moment, she was my 
child, and I wept for her as I held 
my child, safely, in my arms. 
And I wept for her parents, be-
cause I know I would do any-
thing to protect my daughter 
and give her a happy life. I 
imagined the torment her par-
ents must feel every day. The 

only di�erence between them and me is that I was fortunate to be born in 
a place where I don’t have to live with the risk of being exploited. 

I actively donate to International Justice Mission because justice is 
what they do. They �ght to free those who are trapped, they help them 
become whole by working with victims and coordinating resources for 
years after their rescue. And they �ght to �x the broken systems so that 
the cycle can be broken for good.”

‘‘Her eyes 
looked like my  
baby’s eyes.’’

DR.  BRONNER’S ALL-ONE! REPORT2019

HEMP WINS!   Dr. Bronner’s 20-year battle to help legalize U.S. hemp — a brief 
history: 1999: Reformulates soap to include hemp oil. 2001: Helps fund hemp 
industry’s legal battle against DEA. 200 : Ninth Circuit Court rules unanimously 
in favor of hemp industry. 200 : David Bronner arrested after planting hemp seeds 
on front lawn of DEA museum. 2010: Dr. Bronner’s helps launch Hemp History 
Week. 2012: David Bronner arrested for pressing hemp oil from seeds of living 
cannabis plants inside steel cage in front of White House. 2016: Dr. Bronner’s 
funds and celebrates victory with Alex White Plume in legal fight to grow hemp on 
tribal land. 201 : Donates $100K to Rodale Institute for study of hemp’s role in 
improving soil health. 2018: Farm Bill passes, legalizing hemp farming on U.S. soil.
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“It restores my faith in humanity,” adds Siemon. 
“We have a primary desire to serve other human be-
ings, and in these trying situations, it gets permission 
to come out. All the di�erences evaporate.”

While GAP is creating a world where rebuilding is 
a healthy, soul-feeding, collective responsibility, Dr. 
Bronner’s believes that our responsibility to each 
other extends even beyond relief response, to work 
that addresses the literal roots of our crises.

David Bronner: “As natural disasters of all kinds 
become more frequent with advancing climate 
change, we will continue to support Grassroots Aid 
Partnership for on-the-ground relief e�orts, and 
also work toward nurturing more responsible, re-
generative organic farming models that, at global 
scale, can sequester atmospheric carbon in soil and 
mitigate the worst e�ects of climate change, along 
with decarbonizing our economy.” 

International Justice Mission  ®

Photo by Steve Jeter, Courtesy of Vote Hemp

Photo by Ephcto Ernesto Borges

Photo by Steve Jeter
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Farmers at several of Dr. Bronner’s agricultural supply projects have planted 
250,000  oil and coconut palms, produced 10,000  MT of new thermophilic 
compost, utilized new cover crops, and shifted to conservation tillage and initial 
plantings of dynamic agroforestry elds. These new practices sequestered 
appro imately 16,000 MT of atmospheric CO2, “offsetting  the approximate 
36% of Dr. Bronner’s 2018 Scope 3 emissions from agricultural production and 
processing. By expanding dynamic agroforestry, compost production, and other 
soil regeneration measures, we intend to offset all Scope 3 emissions by 2023.
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Interest expense 
 $1.3M

  /  1.1%
Reinvestm

ent  
in com

pany  
$4.0M

  / 3.3%

Charitable giving & sponsorships  
$8.8M

  / 7.2%

Goods & services expense 
 $25.9M

  / 21.1%

W
ages, bene�ts, pro�t-sharing 

 $27.1M
  / 22.1%

Raw m
aterials expense 

 $48.9M
  / 39.9%

Succession �nancing 
 $1.1M

  / 0.9%
Taxes  
 $4.0M

  / 3.3%

Depreciation 
 $1.5M

  / 1.2%

2018 Net Sales:   $122.5M
  / 100%

2018 Net Sales:   $122.5M
 

Dom
estic

80.0%
International

20.0%

Total product shipped including packaging 
 36,321,382 

Net product content 
 

 32,034,025  
88%

Net packaging content 
 

 4,287,357  
12%

 
Paper-based 

 
 1,605,915  

4%
 

M
etal 

 
 40,830  

< 1%
 

Plastic 
 

 1,880,115  
5%

 
Glass 

 
 760,497  

2%

Electricity (kW
h) 

 
 1,487,628

Natural gas (therm
s) 

 
 36,566

Fossil fuels (gal) 
 

 22,566
Propane (gal) 

 
 2,258

W
ater (gallons) 

 
 4,827,769

 (m
etric tons CO2)

Scope 1 Direct 
 

 430
Scope 2 Energy indirect  m

arket-based* 
0

 location-based 
 121

Scope 3 Other indirect** 
 ~44,000

 Total fair trade oil produced for Dr. Bronner’s in 2018 (m
etric tons)  

 1,921  
 1,491 

Fair trade prem
ium

 spending by issue area 
Farm

er support 
$121,962 

 
 

$375,519 
 

 
Health 

$138,777  
 $11,549 

 
 

Education 
$46,050   

 $15,130 
 

 
W

ater & sanitation 
$2,298  

 $6,532 
 

 
Infrastructure 

$36,566  
 $25,908 

 
 

Other 
$82,401  

$109,372 

 
 

Total 
 $428,054   

 $544,010 

Num
ber of farm

ers registered 
M

ale 
 2,103  

  2,477  
 

 
Fem

ale 
 1,044  

 274 

 
 

Total 
 

 3,147  
 2,751  

Farm
-level incom

e 
Total farm

 gate purchases 
$5,670,268  

 $13,765,500 
 

 
Organic farm

 incom
e prem

ium
 

$418,508  
$1,215,865 

 
 

Average purchased per farm
er 

$7,188  
 $20,032

Total acres under cultivation 
Certi�ed organic 

 57,455  
 12,056 

 
 

In-conversion & conventional 
 3,372   

  1,357  

 
 

Total 
 

 60,827   
 13,413  

Total from 100%
 PCR

* materials 
67%

Total PCR
* content of all packaging types 

70%

PCR
* content of all plastic containers 

77%

PCR
* content of all paper-based 

95%

Recyclable bottles & paper-based packaging 
100%

0 
50 

100

%
 Fair Trade Certi�ed raw material 

76%

%
 Organic Certified raw material 

80%
0 

50 
100

Land
ll 11%
 106,905 lbs

Com
post 1%

 12,298 lbs

Reused 
60%
609,605 lbs

Recycled  
28%
284,560 lbs

JAN Dr. Bronner’s announces half-m
illion-dollar 5-year pledge 

to support com
m

unity betterm
ent and youth program

s of 
Boys & Girls Club of Greater San Diego, honoring the late Jim

 Bronner. 

FEB Unveiling of Dr. Bronner’s “Heal Earth!” label prom
oting new 

Regenerative Organic Certi�cation and books and �lm
s Eating 

Anim
als and Kiss the Ground. Label features quotes from

 leading voices 
on ecology and social justice throughout history. 

MAR At Natural Products Expo W
est, Dr. Bronner’s partners with 

Rodale, Patagonia, and other industry leaders to launch 
Regenerative Organic Certi�ed (ROC), a holistic certi�cation ensuring 
soil health and ecological land m

anagem
ent, pasture-based anim

al 
welfare, and farm

er and worker fairness.  

APR Inspired by hundreds of thousands rallying in wake of 
Parkland school shooting, Dr. Bronner’s drafts statem

ent 
supporting com

m
on sense gun reform

 m
ovem

ent. 

MAY Dr. Bronner’s and Palom
ar Fam

ily YM
CA hold cerem

ony to 
unveil Jim

 Bronner Gym
nasium

, donated and nam
ed in m

em
-

ory of Em
anuel Bronner’s son, father of David and Mike, late husband of 

Trudy Bronner. • Dr. Bronner’s partners with Fair World Project to globally 
celebrate W

orld Fair Trade Day. • Prom
otes How to Change Your M

ind, 
Michael Pollan’s book on bene�ts of psychedelics. 

JUN Dr. Bronner’s sponsors and co-organizes 9th annual Hem
p 

History W
eek, a grassroots education cam

paign to change 
federal law to allow U.S. farm

ing of industrial hem
p. • In the UK, Dr. 

Bronner’s donates $27,000 for Charlotte Caldwell’s travel to Canada 
to purchase 6-m

onth supply of cannabis-based oil to treat son’s 
life-threatening epileptic seizures. W

hen m
edicine is con�scated 

at Heathrow Airport, public outcry pressures Parliam
ent to legalize 

doctor-prescribed m
edical cannabis.

JUL Dr. Bronner’s publishes statem
ent in support of com

prehen-
sive im

m
igration reform

 and opposition to Trum
p policies 

separating and detaining im
m

igrant fam
ilies and crim

inalizing asylum
 

seekers and refugees. Com
pany m

akes donation to RAICES, a nonpro�t 
group providing legal services to im

m
igrants and refugees, and Alliance 

San Diego, prom
oting policies that im

prove conditions in border com
-

m
unities and advocating for im

m
igrant equality. 

AUG Sea Shepherd Germ
any’s M

V Em
anuel Bronner wraps up 

sum
m

er operations patrolling sanctuary areas of Baltic 
Sea to rescue porpoises and other sea creatures from

 gillnets, and 
collecting footage for use in swaying public opinion in favor of ocean 
protection. • Dr. Bronner’s hosts annual board m

eeting of M
ultidisci-

plinary Association of Psychedelic Studies (MAPS) and donates another 
$1M in support of MAPS m

ission to integrate psychedelic m
edicine into 

global culture.

SEP Dr. Bronner’s joins Fair W
orld Project and 300 other orga-

nizations in support of new International Fair Trade Charter 
that underscores the values of the fair trade m

ovem
ent and de�nes a 

com
m

on vision for justice, equity, and sustainable developm
ent in trade, 

business, and econom
ic practices. 

OCT Dr. Bronner’s team
s up with Organic Valley to run Lighthouse 

Free Kitchen, a grassroots disaster relief e�ort that provided 
thousands of free m

eals in Rocky Point, North Carolina in afterm
ath 

of Hurricane Florence. • Trudy Bronner recognized as Outstanding 
Philanthropist of the Year.

NOV Dr. Bronner’s celebrates electoral victories of ballot initiatives 
supported by the com

pany, including: restoring right to vote 
for form

er felons in Florida; m
inim

um
 wage increases in Arkansas & 

Missouri; end of cannabis prohibition and sweeping election reform
 in 

Michigan; legalization of m
edical cannabis in Missouri & Utah; landm

ark 
reform

 of farm
 anim

al welfare standards through California’s Prop 12. 

DEC After nearly 20 years of philanthropy and advocacy in support 
of hem

p farm
ing in the US, Dr. Bronner’s celebrates passage 

of 2018 Farm
 Bill, legalizing farm

ing of the crop after m
ore than 80 

years of prohibition.  

2018 by the numbers

One earth,  
one family,  
one love
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ALL-ONE TO ZERO WASTE!   
To help reach our goal of sending 
<10% of total waste to landfill— “zero 
waste” in the industry—our creative 
Green Team inspired and engaged 
all staff to repurpose old garbage 
bins and soap labels to create a 
colorful new waste separation and 
diversion system. Onward!

We celebrate, we mourn, we heal, we grow. We reach toward each other, find ways to carry on, to begin again.  
It’s why we’re here: to find peace and wholeness despite what’s lost, to use our gifts in service to  

each other and this beloved earth we share, to see ourselves in one another, to weave our stories into one.

Dr. Bronner’s is pleased to 
introduce, by popular demand, 

USDA organic hand sanitizer in 
our beloved, cooling peppermint 

fragrance, featuring mint oil 
regeneratively grown at 

Pavitramenthe, our farmer-
centric cooperative in India.

I N 2010, on a visit to Heilbronn, Germany, I’m looking through the 
window of our old soap factory—the factory our family owned before 
the Nazis seized it—when I hear shouting in German. Thankfully, after 

I stammer a response in English, the young German—Nicki—invites me 
inside, into what is now his family’s metal foundry. 

A minute later we’re standing where so much of our family’s story un-
folded—and bolted there, in the middle of the factory �oor, is the original 
soap mill my great grandparents used before the factory was taken from 
them—before they lost their lives in the concentration camps—before my 
grandfather emigrated to America, where 
he eventually rose up out of poverty and 
imprisonment in an asylum to begin a 
new story—the story we carry on today at 
our Vista, California headquarters.

Woven through that story are so many 
others that helped connect me to a past 
my grandfather had largely failed to tell 
us, focused as he was on his All-One 
vision. We had been left with few threads 
to follow back to our family history before 
WWII, when his grandfather had started 
the �rst family soap factory in the base-
ment of the family home in Laupheim in 
1858, or when his father relocated to the 
nearby town of Heilbronn 40 years later 
to open a second soap factory. And so I 
am grateful for these seemingly random, 
fortuitous moments that have brought 
pieces of our family history back to us.

Like this moment, in 2017: I’m visiting 
Laupheim to give a few presentations 
on our family history, including one to 
the local historical society at the Jewish 
cemetery where my grandfather’s grand-
parents are buried, when an audience 
member comes up to me. She tells me 
she is the current owner of our ancestral 
home, which she had planned to tear 

Inside what was once the family’s soap factory 
in Heilbronn, Germany, Mike Bronner discovers 

the original soap mill used by his grandfather 
Emanuel, founder of Dr. Bronner’s.

down to build condominiums, but moved by our story, she o�ers to sell 
the property back to us at cost.

Another moment, this one in 2016: A woman recognizes us in the local 
German newspaper and invites us to her home, where we �nd ourselves 
sitting around our great grandparents’ table, saved from the Nazis by their 
devoted Catholic housekeeper, Agathe. Understanding that their future 
was in peril, our great grandparents had entrusted their furniture and 
valuables to Agathe, who faithfully returned all to our family after the war.

Then there is the moment when all of that history comes full circle, 
when our entire family gathers for a 
reunion in Laupheim, at our newly 
purchased ancestral home. Our grand-
parents’ home is �nally back in the 
family again, and the town that had once 
forcibly, shamefully handed all Jewish 
inhabitants over to the Nazis during WWII 
has welcomed us back with open arms 
and a marching band.

And one more beautiful surprise: 
We’re celebrating the holidays with our 
Dr. Bronner’s family here in Vista when 
who should walk in, dressed as Santa 
Claus, but our dear friend Nicki Frank. He 
has come to return our family’s soap mill, 
which had remained in the old Heilbronn 
factory all these many years. 

One day this old mill will greet visitors 
to our factory, telling the story of our 
family, but also—most importantly—re-
minding us of a larger story, our shared 
story. That through our loss and pain, we 
�nd deeper connection—to each other, to 
ourselves—and that healing comes when 
we begin to realize that we are utterly and 
inseparably bound to one another. In the 
words of my grandfather, founder of Dr. 
Bronner’s: “We are All-One or None! All-
One!” –MIKE BRONNER

Organic Valley and  
Dr. Bronner’s launch 
Grassroots Aid  
Partnership to support 
disaster relief

T O BE RESILIENT to crisis and unexpected di-
sasters, a community must be able to marshal 
food and other basic resources at a moment’s 

notice. That’s part of the story of Grassroots Aid 
Partnership (GAP)—bringing together companies 
from the natural products industry to gather and 
share resources in times of need.

The bigger part of the story, though, is the soul- 
level connection that happens when you break down 

the traditional model of aid giver and recipient into a 
single community of human beings.

From �re relief in California to hurricane relief in 
Florida, GAP volunteers, supported by donations 
of food, funds, and other resources, create a space 
where stresses are relieved so that people can come 
together and heal through community.

“This is more than a food stop, where you just pick 
up your box of food and leave,” says George Siemon, 
CEO of Organic Valley. “It’s not just disaster relief. It’s 
tenderness to people who’ve been downtrodden for a 
while. We say, Come, cry on my shoulder. Sit and hang 
out with us and let’s have a good talk. This is about 
bringing the vulnerable some down-home energy, 
some hearth energy.”

“You get to experience people at their best,” says 
David Bronner. “Coming together in their moment of 
need, and in their moment of service.”

T HE THOUSANDS of my granddad’s words written on our soap 
labels come down to this: We must take responsibility for our own 
lives while living a life of service to others, for we are all children of 

the same divine source, sisters and brothers sharing one precious planet. 
For 70 years, we’ve viewed our company as an opportunity to live my 

granddad’s vision. As the �ghting and uniting soap company, we work hard 
to raise our personal standards while also pushing for social policies and 
environmental standards that improve the lives of all human and other 
beings, near and far.

In 2018, we received an abundance of results and rewards for our e�orts 
that we’re excited to share: implementing regenerative organic agriculture, 
achieving 100% renewable power and working toward zero waste in our 
U.S. factory, launching an Employee Giving Program and collaborating 
in disaster relief with our natural product allies through the Grassroots 
Aid Partnership, and becoming the world’s third-highest-ranking B Corp. 

After years of �ghting to expose the agrochem-
ical industry’s deceitful and malicious practices, 
we applauded the August court ruling that a¦rmed 
that glyphosate, the herbicide in Roundup, causes 
cancer, and declared Monsanto liable for $289 million 
in retribution.

It took nearly twenty years of relentless activism, 
but American farmers are �nally free to grow hemp 
and supply its oil for our soaps. With passage of the 

2018 Farm Bill, the cannabis plant is on its way to being liberated to serve 
its highest potential—not just industrial, but medical and spiritual.

In the UK, the su�ering of a young boy and his lifesaving cannabis- 
derived oil treatments created a nationwide call that successfully pres-
sured Parliament to allow access to medical cannabis to all in need of its 
healing bene�ts.

These are steps in a revolution that will make plant medicines more 
widely available, bringing us more healing of body and soul. From veterans 
to prisoners, these sacred allies can help hurting people process trauma, 
and in the process help heal Spaceship Earth.

Despite the harm and distractions of our current administration’s 
policies, I believe we’re on the cusp of real change. May we keep developing 
our individual potential, humbling ourselves within the majesty of creation, 
opening our hearts to each other in compassion, understanding, and 
appreciation. All-One-Love! –DAVID BRONNER

Ignore the media hype! Transformation is happening! 
Beautiful people doing beautiful things – getting more 
present, opening our hearts to each other and our 
sacred earth in All-One-Love!

‘‘We all have 
belly buttons. 
Take a look. 
We’re all 
the same.’’

— GEORGE SIEMON

The All-One! spirit of Dr. Bronner’s is rooted in the love and generosity of 
our employees, so this year we empowered staff to direct $20,000 of our 
charitable giving to the causes nearest and dearest to their hearts.

Giving from  
the many hearts  
of Dr. Bronner’s
T HIS YEAR, as part of Dr. Bronner’s newly launched Employee 

Giving Program, employees each received $100 to donate to one of 
�ve charities nominated by and advocated for by sta�. Together, 

their generosity of spirit raised $20,000 in support of tribal sovereignty of 
Native communities, those who have lost loved ones to suicide, young 
women in underserved communities, organ donation, and the �ght against 
slavery in all its heart-sickening forms.

At the program’s launch event, Sarah Samuel shared the moment when 
International Justice Mission—which drew the most employee donations—
�rst caught her heart:

“Once upon a time I thought I knew what it meant to feel deeply about 
an issue. But it wasn’t until I became a mom, in those late hours rocking my 
baby, that I learned what  deeply really feels like.

By the light of my phone, I came across a story about forced-labor brick 
kilns, and how children born into that circumstance do hard labor all day 
and night. They have no childhood. They have no hope.

What a�ected me even more than the story was a picture of a little girl 
only a few years older than the baby in my arms. I looked at that little girl, 

LOVE YOU, TRUDY BRONNER! The heart, soul, and mother hen. 
Walks softly and carries a big heart. – KH If you’re too hard on yourself, 
she will tell you,“That’s what erasers are for.” – AJ A force at home 
and at work. – BK We have the utmost respect and love for this mar-
velous lady. – M & KS Anytime we can push her buttons makes for a 
funny Trudy moment. Brilliant, reserved, a best friend. – AD  Loving, 
caring, thoughtful. – KM We have experienced many different lands 
and cultures, and we treasure these memories with Trudy. – MB We 
were going to an orphanage in El Salvador and she gifted us with a 
generous donation of soap for the children. – ST From the first time I 
met Trudy I felt that she was a kindred spirit. – NC Regardless of what 
happens in life, she would never judge you. – DA Loyal, thoughtful, and 
seriousfunility (serious and fun). – JK The highs and lows of life are 
celebrated, mourned, acknowledged, and have bonded us in ways we 
never would have imagined in 1982. – AD We have shared the loss of 
our husbands, watched our children grow, aging ever so gracefully and 
keeping our friendship close to our hearts. – TG Amazingly kind and 
loving, she sees good in everything. – SP Favorite Trudy-isms: “You’re 
not fully dressed yet — you forgot to put on your smile.” “Leave the 
place better than you found it.” – L & MB

F IVE DAYS after his cannabis-based medicine 
was con�scated at Heathrow Airport, 12-year-
old Billy Caldwell was back in the hospital with 

another life-threatening epileptic seizure—the �rst 
since starting the treatment the year before. The 
cannabis-based oil had been prescribed by one of 
Canada’s leading pediatric neurologists, and Billy 
and his mum, Charlotte, were on their way back from 
Canada with a new supply when it was con�scated by 
authorities. Dr. Bronner’s, at the request of medical 
cannabis advocates in the UK, had helped fund the 
trip, along with Billy’s six-month supply.

Though the medical cannabis treatments had re-
duced Billy’s seizures from near-constant to none, it 
took Charlotte’s desperate pleas, an outraged public, 
and pressure from the pro–medical cannabis lobby 

100% RENEWABLY POWERED!
Thanks to a unique partnership 
between Organic Valley and B 
Corp OneEnergy Renewables, 
generating 30MW of new solar 
power on organic farms in the 
Midwest, Dr. Bronner’s was able to 
purchase enough RECs (renew-
able energy certificates) to take us 
from ~80% renewably powered in 
2017 to 100% in 2018. To advance 
even more renewable power use 
beyond our factory, we installed 14 
electric vehicle charging stations, 
offering free charges to employees 
along with $1,000 toward the 
purchase of an electric vehicle.

WORLD’S THIRD-HIGHEST-RANKING CERTIFIED B CORP.  Each year a 
small group of Certified B Corps from around the globe are named “Best For The 
World” in recognition of their outstanding ethical, sustainable, and progressive 

approaches to business — and each year since 
becoming a B Corp, Dr. Bronner’s has been 
honored to be among that select group. The 
median B Impact Assessment score for 
ordinary businesses in 2018 was 51. This year 
Dr. Bronner’s earned a score of 177.8, the third 
highest ever received by a Certified B Corp.

A case for  
cannabis,  
reason,  & love

for Parliament to �nally issue an emergency license 
allowing access to the medicine this little boy so 
desperately needed.

Since then, the UK has moved to reform the un-
fair laws that denied patients potentially lifesaving 
cannabis-based medicine. The UK still has a long 
way to go in making cannabis-based medicine widely 
accessible, but this is a start.

Charlotte: “What started as a journey to help my 
little boy has become something much bigger. The 
needs of my little boy turned out to be the needs of 
many more.”

and her eyes looked like my 
baby’s eyes.

In that moment, she was my 
child, and I wept for her as I held 
my child, safely, in my arms. 
And I wept for her parents, be-
cause I know I would do any-
thing to protect my daughter 
and give her a happy life. I 
imagined the torment her par-
ents must feel every day. The 

only di�erence between them and me is that I was fortunate to be born in 
a place where I don’t have to live with the risk of being exploited. 

I actively donate to International Justice Mission because justice is 
what they do. They �ght to free those who are trapped, they help them 
become whole by working with victims and coordinating resources for 
years after their rescue. And they �ght to �x the broken systems so that 
the cycle can be broken for good.”

‘‘Her eyes
looked like my 
baby’s eyes.’’

DR.  BRONNER’S ALL-ONE! REPORT2019

HEMP WINS!  Dr. Bronner’s 20-year battle to help legalize U.S. hemp — a brief 
history: 1999: Reformulates soap to include hemp oil. 2001: Helps fund hemp 
industry’s legal battle against DEA. 2004: Ninth Circuit Court rules unanimously 
in favor of hemp industry. 2009: David Bronner arrested after planting hemp seeds 
on front lawn of DEA museum. 2010: Dr. Bronner’s helps launch Hemp History 
Week. 2012: David Bronner arrested for pressing hemp oil from seeds of living 
cannabis plants inside steel cage in front of White House. 2016: Dr. Bronner’s 
funds and celebrates victory with Alex White Plume in legal fight to grow hemp on 
tribal land. 2017: Donates $100K to Rodale Institute for study of hemp’s role in 
improving soil health. 2018: Farm Bill passes, legalizing hemp farming on U.S. soil.
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“It restores my faith in humanity,” adds Siemon. 
“We have a primary desire to serve other human be-
ings, and in these trying situations, it gets permission 
to come out. All the di�erences evaporate.”

While GAP is creating a world where rebuilding is 
a healthy, soul-feeding, collective responsibility, Dr. 
Bronner’s believes that our responsibility to each 
other extends even beyond relief response, to work 
that addresses the literal roots of our crises.

David Bronner: “As natural disasters of all kinds 
become more frequent with advancing climate 
change, we will continue to support Grassroots Aid 
Partnership for on-the-ground relief e�orts, and 
also work toward nurturing more responsible, re-
generative organic farming models that, at global 
scale, can sequester atmospheric carbon in soil and 
mitigate the worst e�ects of climate change, along 
with decarbonizing our economy.” 

International Justice Mission  ®

Photo by Steve Jeter, Courtesy of Vote Hemp

Photo by Ephcto Ernesto Borges

Photo by Steve Jeter
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Farmers at several of Dr. Bronner’s agricultural supply projects have planted 
250,000+ oil and coconut palms, produced 10,000+ MT of new thermophilic 
compost, utilized new cover crops, and shifted to conservation tillage and initial 
plantings of dynamic agroforestry fields. These new practices sequestered 
approximately 16,000 MT of atmospheric CO2, “offsetting” the approximate 
36% of Dr. Bronner’s 2018 Scope 3 emissions from agricultural production and 
processing. By expanding dynamic agroforestry, compost production, and other 
soil regeneration measures, we intend to offset all Scope 3 emissions by 2023.
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Interest expense 
 $1.3M

  /  1.1%
Reinvestm

ent  
in com

pany  
$4.0M

  / 3.3%

Charitable giving & sponsorships  
$8.8M

  / 7.2%

Goods & services expense 
 $25.9M

  / 21.1%

W
ages, bene�ts, pro�t-sharing 

 $27.1M
  / 22.1%

Raw m
aterials expense 

 $48.9M
  / 39.9%

Succession �nancing 
 $1.1M

  / 0.9%
Taxes  
 $4.0M

  / 3.3%

Depreciation 
 $1.5M

  / 1.2%

2018 Net Sales:   $122.5M
  / 100%

2018 Net Sales:   $122.5M
 

Dom
estic

80.0%
International

20.0%

Total product shipped including packaging 
 36,321,382 

Net product content 
 

 32,034,025  
88%

Net packaging content 
 

 4,287,357  
12%

 
Paper-based 

 
 1,605,915  

4%
 

M
etal 

 
 40,830  

< 1%
 

Plastic 
 

 1,880,115  
5%

 
Glass 

 
 760,497  

2%

Electricity (kW
h) 

 
 1,487,628

Natural gas (therm
s) 

 
 36,566

Fossil fuels (gal) 
 

 22,566
Propane (gal) 

 
 2,258

W
ater (gallons) 

 
 4,827,769

(m
etric tons CO2)

Scope 1 Direct 
 

 430
Scope 2 Energy indirect  m

arket-based* 
0

 location-based 
 121

Scope 3 Other indirect** 
 ~44,000

Total fair trade oil produced for Dr. Bronner’s in 2018 (m
etric tons)  

 1,921  
 1,491 

Fair trade prem
ium

 spending by issue area 
Farm

er support 
$121,962 

 
 

$375,519 
 

 
Health 

$138,777  
 $11,549 

 
 

Education 
$46,050   

 $15,130 
 

 
W

ater & sanitation 
$2,298  

 $6,532 
 

 
Infrastructure 

$36,566  
 $25,908 

 
 

Other 
$82,401  

$109,372 

 
 

Total 
 $428,054   

 $544,010 

Num
ber of farm

ers registered 
M

ale 
 2,103  

  2,477  
 

 
Fem

ale 
 1,044  

 274 

 
 

Total 
 

 3,147  
 2,751  

Farm
-level incom

e 
Total farm

 gate purchases 
$5,670,268  

 $13,765,500 
 

 
Organic farm

 incom
e prem

ium
 

$418,508  
$1,215,865 

 
 

Average purchased per farm
er 

$7,188  
 $20,032

Total acres under cultivation 
Certi�ed organic 

 57,455  
 12,056 

 
 

In-conversion & conventional 
 3,372   

  1,357  

 
 

Total 
 

 60,827   
 13,413  

Total from 100%
 PCR

* materials 
67%

Total PCR
* content of all packaging types 

70%

PCR
* content of all plastic containers 

77%

PCR
* content of all paper-based 

95%

Recyclable bottles & paper-based packaging 
100%

0
50 

100

%
 Fair Trade Certi�ed raw material 

76%

%
 Organic Certified raw material 

80%
0

50 
100

Land
ll 11%
 106,905 lbs

Com
post 1%

 12,298 lbs

Reused 
60%
609,605 lbs

Recycled  
28%
284,560 lbs

JAN Dr. Bronner’s announces half-m
illion-dollar 5-year pledge 

to support com
m

unity betterm
ent and youth program

s of 
Boys & Girls Club of Greater San Diego, honoring the late Jim

 Bronner. 

FEB Unveiling of Dr. Bronner’s “Heal Earth!” label prom
oting new 

Regenerative Organic Certi�cation and books and �lm
s Eating 

Anim
als and Kiss the Ground. Label features quotes from

 leading voices 
on ecology and social justice throughout history. 

MAR At Natural Products Expo W
est, Dr. Bronner’s partners with 

Rodale, Patagonia, and other industry leaders to launch 
Regenerative Organic Certi�ed (ROC), a holistic certi�cation ensuring 
soil health and ecological land m

anagem
ent, pasture-based anim

al 
welfare, and farm

er and worker fairness.  

APR Inspired by hundreds of thousands rallying in wake of 
Parkland school shooting, Dr. Bronner’s drafts statem

ent 
supporting com

m
on sense gun reform

 m
ovem

ent. 

MAY Dr. Bronner’s and Palom
ar Fam

ily YM
CA hold cerem

ony to 
unveil Jim

 Bronner Gym
nasium

, donated and nam
ed in m

em
-

ory of Em
anuel Bronner’s son, father of David and Mike, late husband of 

Trudy Bronner. • Dr. Bronner’s partners with Fair World Project to globally 
celebrate W

orld Fair Trade Day. • Prom
otes How to Change Your M

ind, 
Michael Pollan’s book on bene�ts of psychedelics. 

JUN Dr. Bronner’s sponsors and co-organizes 9th annual Hem
p 

History W
eek, a grassroots education cam

paign to change 
federal law to allow U.S. farm

ing of industrial hem
p. • In the UK, Dr. 

Bronner’s donates $27,000 for Charlotte Caldwell’s travel to Canada 
to purchase 6-m

onth supply of cannabis-based oil to treat son’s 
life-threatening epileptic seizures. W

hen m
edicine is con�scated 

at Heathrow Airport, public outcry pressures Parliam
ent to legalize 

doctor-prescribed m
edical cannabis.

JUL Dr. Bronner’s publishes statem
ent in support of com

prehen-
sive im

m
igration reform

 and opposition to Trum
p policies 

separating and detaining im
m

igrant fam
ilies and crim

inalizing asylum
 

seekers and refugees. Com
pany m

akes donation to RAICES, a nonpro�t 
group providing legal services to im

m
igrants and refugees, and Alliance 

San Diego, prom
oting policies that im

prove conditions in border com
-

m
unities and advocating for im

m
igrant equality. 

AUG Sea Shepherd Germ
any’s M

V Em
anuel Bronner wraps up 

sum
m

er operations patrolling sanctuary areas of Baltic 
Sea to rescue porpoises and other sea creatures from

 gillnets, and 
collecting footage for use in swaying public opinion in favor of ocean 
protection. • Dr. Bronner’s hosts annual board m

eeting of M
ultidisci-

plinary Association of Psychedelic Studies (MAPS) and donates another 
$1M in support of MAPS m

ission to integrate psychedelic m
edicine into 

global culture.

SEP Dr. Bronner’s joins Fair W
orld Project and 300 other orga-

nizations in support of new International Fair Trade Charter 
that underscores the values of the fair trade m

ovem
ent and de�nes a 

com
m

on vision for justice, equity, and sustainable developm
ent in trade, 

business, and econom
ic practices. 

OCT Dr. Bronner’s team
s up with Organic Valley to run Lighthouse 

Free Kitchen, a grassroots disaster relief e�ort that provided 
thousands of free m

eals in Rocky Point, North Carolina in afterm
ath 

of Hurricane Florence. • Trudy Bronner recognized as Outstanding 
Philanthropist of the Year.

NOV Dr. Bronner’s celebrates electoral victories of ballot initiatives 
supported by the com

pany, including: restoring right to vote 
for form

er felons in Florida; m
inim

um
 wage increases in Arkansas & 

Missouri; end of cannabis prohibition and sweeping election reform
 in 

Michigan; legalization of m
edical cannabis in Missouri & Utah; landm

ark 
reform

 of farm
 anim

al welfare standards through California’s Prop 12. 

DEC After nearly 20 years of philanthropy and advocacy in support 
of hem

p farm
ing in the US, Dr. Bronner’s celebrates passage 

of 2018 Farm
 Bill, legalizing farm

ing of the crop after m
ore than 80 

years of prohibition.  

2018 by the numbers

One earth,  
one family,  
one love
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kaum etwas erzählt hatte, weil seine „All-One“ Vision sei-
ne volle Aufmerksamkeit in Anspruch nahm. Wir hatten 
also nur einige wenige Anhaltspunkte, um die Geschichte 
unserer Familie vor dem Zweiten Weltkrieg zu erkunden 

– die Zeit, als der Großvater unseres Großvaters 1858 
die erste Seifenfabrik der Familie im Untergeschoss 
seines Wohnhauses in Laupheim gründete, oder als 
sein Vater 40 Jahre später ins nahegelegene Heilbronn 
umzog, um dort eine zweite Seifenfabrik zu erö�nen. Ich 
bin so dankbar für die scheinbar zufälligen, glücklichen 
Momente, die uns Teile unserer Familiengeschichte 
zurückgegeben haben.

Wie dieser Moment aus dem Jahr 2017: Ich besuchte 
Laupheim, um einige Vorträge über unsere Familien-
geschichte zu halten; darunter einen vor dem örtlichen 
Historischen Verein auf dem jüdischen Friedhof, wo die 
Großeltern meines Großvaters begraben liegen. Eine 
Zuhörerin sprach mich an. Sie erzählte mir, dass sie die 
derzeitige Eigentümerin des Hauses unserer Familie sei. 
Eigentlich hatte sie vorgehabt, es abzureißen, um dort ein 
Gebäude mit Eigentumswohnungen zu errichten. Doch 
die Geschichte unserer Familie hatte sie sehr berührt – 
so sehr, dass sie es uns stattdessen für den Preis, den 
sie selbst gezahlt hatte, zum Kauf anbot.

Ein weiterer Moment, dieser aus dem Jahr 2016: 
Eine Frau erkannte uns in der Lokalzeitung und lud uns 
in ihr Zuhause ein. Dort saßen wir dann plötzlich an 
dem Esstisch unserer Urgroßeltern, welcher von ihrer 
treuen katholischen Haushälterin Agathe vor den Nazis 
verborgen worden war. Als unseren Urgroßeltern bewusst 
wurde, dass ihre Zukunft in Gefahr war, hatten sie ihre 

Möbel und Wertsachen Agathe anvertraut, welche diese 
nach Ende des Krieges gewissenhaft zurückgab.

Dann ist da der Moment, an dem sich der Kreis dieser 
Geschichte schließt, an dem sich unsere ganze Familie 
zu einem Familientre�en in Laupheim versammelte – im 
Haus unserer Urgroßeltern, welches sich nun wieder in 
Familienbesitz be�ndet, und die Stadt, die einst sämt-
liche ihrer jüdischen Einwohner gewaltsam und beschä-
menderweise an die Nazis übergeben hatte, begrüßte 
uns mit o�enen Armen – und einer Marschkapelle!

Und es gab noch eine andere wunderschöne Über-
raschung: Wir verbrachten die Weihnachtstage mit der 
ganzen „Dr. Bronner’s“-Familie hier in Vista, als plötzlich 
ein Weihnachtsmann auftauchte – unser lieber Freund 
Nicki Frank. Er brachte uns doch tatsächlich die alte 
Seifenmaschine unserer Familie, die all die Jahre in der 
Heilbronner Fabrik überdauert hatte. 

Die alte Maschine hat nun eine Zukunft: Sie wird die 
Besucher unserer Fabrik begrüßen und die Geschichte 
unserer Familie erzählen und, was am wichtigsten ist, 
uns an eine größere, gemeinsame Geschichte erinnern; 
daran, dass wir trotz Verlust und Schmerz eine tiefere 
Verbindung – zueinander und zu uns selbst – �nden 
können und dass die Heilung in dem Moment geschieht, 
an dem wir zu erkennen beginnen, dass wir komplett und 
untrennbar miteinander verbunden sind. In den Worten 
meines Großvaters, des Gründers von Dr. Bronner’s: „Wir 
sind ALLE EINS oder NICHTS! ALL-ONE!“

—MIKE BRONNER

dass wir nun das Unternehmen mit dem  dritthöchsten 
Ranking der Welt bei  B Corp sind! 

Nach unserem jahrelangen Kampf, die unlauteren 
und böswilligen Praktiken der agrochemischen Industrie 
aufzudecken, haben wir das im August gefällte Gerichts-
urteil sehr begrüßt, welches bestätigte, dass Glyphosat 
(Herbizid in Roundup) Krebs verursacht und Monsanto 
zu einer Schadensersatzzahlung von 289 Millionen Dollar 
verp«ichtete.

Es erforderte fast zwanzig Jahre an engagiertem 
Aktivismus, aber nun ist es den amerikanischen Land-
wirten endlich möglich, Hanf anzubauen und Hanföl für 
unsere Seifen zu gewinnen. Seit der Verabschiedung des 
US-Agrargesetzes von 2018 ist die Cannabisp«anze nun 
auf bestem Wege, ihre Nützlichkeit mit uns allen teilen zu 
können – und zwar nicht nur aus Herstellerperspektive, 
sondern auch in medizinischer und spiritueller Hinsicht.

In Großbritannien führten das Leiden eines kleinen 
Jungen und seine lebensrettenden Behandlungen mit 
aus Cannabis gewonnenem Öl zu einer landesweiten 
Bewegung, der es gelang, parlamentarisch den Zugang 
zu medizinischem Cannabis für alle Menschen, die die 
heilende Wirkung benötigen, durchzusetzen.

Dies sind erste Schritte in einer Revolution, P«anzen-

arzneimittel in breiterem Maße verfügbar zu machen und 
uns somit mehr Heilung für Körper und Seele zu ermög-
lichen. Von Kriegsveteranen bis hin zu Häftlingen – diese 
heiligen P«anzen können leidenden Menschen helfen, 
Traumata zu verarbeiten, und so dazu beitragen,  unser 
Spaceship Earth zu heilen. 

Trotz der Schäden und der Ablenkungen, die die 
Politik der derzeitigen US-Regierung verursacht, bin ich 
davon überzeugt, dass wir an der Schwelle zu echtem 
Wandel stehen. Lasst uns unser individuelles Potenzial 
weiterentwickeln, voller Ehrfurcht vor der Erhabenheit 
der Schöpfung sein und einander unsere Herzen in 
Mitgefühl, Verständnis und Wertschätzung ö�nen. All-
One-Love!

—DAVID BRONNER

Look: it’s all connected
FORTSETZUNG VON VORHERIGER SEITE

One earth, one family, one love
FORTSETZUNG VON VORHERIGER SEITE

VERGÜTUNG

Vergütungsverhältnis (CEO im Vergleich zum 
geringst-verdienenden Mitarbeiter)
CEO:  Geringstes Gehalt 4,55
Landesdurchschnitt USA † 312
† Quelle: Economic Policy Institute 2018

BESCHÄFTIGUNGSSTATISTIK 2018

Gesamtzahl der Mitarbeiter in den USA 226
Führungskräfte 44
Intern gewonnene Führungskräfte 25
Teilzeitbeschäftigte 11
Befristet Beschäftigte 6
Durchschnittsalter 39
Durchschnittliche Betriebszugehörigkeit (Jahre) 5,9
Fluktuation 3,9%

DIVERSITÄT

Frauenanteil an der Belegschaft 50,9%
Frauenanteil in Führungspositionen 47,7%

Wie unsere Familie 
wächst
Gesamtzahl der Mitarbeiter  
in den USA

2018

226

2017

209

2016

180

2015

150

2014

136

2013

115

B Impact Report
Als Bene�t Corporation („B-corporation“, eine Unternehmensform, die Gemeinwohl und privatwirt-
schaftlichen Nutzen zu vereinen sucht) fühlen wir uns verp�ichtet, unsere Leistungen im sozialen 
und ökologischen Bereich nach dem unabhängigen Standard eines Drittanbieters zu messen. 
Aufgrund seiner hohen Anforderungen und Integrität haben wir uns für das „B Impact Assessment“ 
der gemeinnützigen Organisation B Lab entschieden. Die Ergebnisse dieser Bewertung zeigen, 
dass wir unsere gemeinnützigen Ziele durch unsere konsequenten Maßnahmen sogar übertre�en.

DR. BRONNER’S DURCHSCHN.
ÜBERBLICK SCORE SCORE*

Umweltschutz 65 12
Mitarbeiter 29 24
Kunden 0 8
Gemeinwesen 69 27
Verantwortliche Führung 15 13

„B“-Bewertung insgesamt 178  51
* Das mittlere B Impact Assessment für Unternehmen 2018

Förderung des Tierschutzes $  755.000
Kinder- und Jugendförderung  265.000
Bürger- und Menschenrechte  346.000
Verbesserung des Gemeinwesens  590.874
Strafrechtsreform   501.000
Reform der Drogenpolitik  2.638.964
Umweltschutz und Klimawandel  481.200
Fair Trade   511.181
Gesundheitswesen   179.000
Industrielle Nutzung von Hanf  237.000
Armut + Obdachlosigkeit  190.000
Regenerative Lebensmittel + Landwirtschaft   1.343.728
Fürsprache für Lohngleichheit  325.000

Gesamt  $  8.363.947 

Gemeinnützige Spenden nach 
Bereichen 2018

Ökologischer Fußabdruck 
GESAMTGEWICHT % GESAMTGEWICHT DER  

PACKMITTELVERBRAUCH  2018 (t) VERSANDTEN PRODUKTE

Gesamtgewicht der versandten Produkte einschl. Verpackung 16.475 

Nettoproduktgewicht  14.530 88%

Nettoverpackungsgewicht  1.945 12%
 Papierbasiert  728 4%
 Metall  19 < 1%
 Kunststo¡  853 5%
 Glas  345 2%

ENERGIEVERBRAUCH 2018 GESAMT

Strom  (kWh)  1.487.628
Erdgas  (in thm)  36.566
Fossile Brennsto¡e  (Liter)  85.421 
Propan (Liter)  8.546

WASSERVERBRAUCH

Wasser (Liter)  18.275.085

TREIBHAUSGASEMISSIONEN (in Tonnen CO2)

Scope 1 direkt  430
Scope 2 indirekte Energie  marktbasiert* 0
 standortbezogen 121
Scope 3 sonstige indirekte ** ≈ 44.000

Unsere Fair Trade Aktivitäten
DR. BRONNER’S ANDERE 

FAIR TRADE BESCHAFFUNG 2018 VERBUNDENE UNTERNEHMEN1 PROJEKTE2

Gesamtmenge der für Dr. Bronner’s 2018 produzierten Fair-Trade-Öle  (in t)  1.921   1.491 

Verteilung der FairTrade Prämie Unterstützung der Kleinbauern $121.962  $375.519 
nach Themenbereichen  Gesundheit $138.777   $11.549 
  Bildung $46.050   $15.130 
  Wasser und sanitäre Anlagen $2.298   $6.532 
  Infrastruktur $36.566   $25.908 
  Sonstige $82.401  $109.372 

  Gesamt  $428.054  $544.010 

EINFLUSS AUF DIE FAIR TRADE-LIEFERKETTE 2018

Anzahl der registrierten Kleinbauern Männlich  2.103   2.477 
  Weiblich  1.044   274 

  Gesamt   3.147   2.751 

Einkommen der Kleinbauern Gesamtsumme der Direktkäufe $5.670.268   $13.765.500 
  Zusatzbetrag für biologischen Anbau $418.508  $1.215.865 
  Durchschnittliches Einkaufsvolumen pro Kleinbauer $7.188   $20.032

Gesamte Anbau�äche in Hektar  Kontrolliert biologischer Anbau  23.251  4.879 
  In der Umwandlung be¨ndlich + konventionell  1.365  549 

  Gesamt   24.616   5.248 

* Für die Scope-2-Emissionen berichten wir sowohl 
markt- als auch standortbezogene Kennzahlen 
gemäß dem GHG Protocol. Die standortbezogenen 
Emissionen in Höhe von 121 t CO2e spiegeln 
den nicht erneuerbaren Strom wider, den wir aus 
dem lokalen Netz bezogen haben. Die mit „null“ 
angegebenen marktbasierten Emissionen spiegeln 
die Zerti¨kate für Strom aus erneuerbaren Energien 
(RECs) wider, die Dr. Bronner’s über unsere Partner-
schaft mit Organic Valley und OneEnergy von 
landwirtschaftlichen Solarprojekten im Mittleren 
Westen der USA bezieht.

**Zur Ermittlung der Scope-3-Emissionen ver-
wenden wir Finanzinformationen des Unternehmens 
sowie mehrere Rechner und Annahmen, darunter das 
Cool Farm Tool, ein allgemein anerkanntes Computer-
modell, das die landwirtschaftlichen Treibhaus-
gasemissionen und die Kohlensto¡bindung an den 
Standorten unserer FairTrade-Partner quanti¨ziert. 
Die Ergebnisse des Modells variieren je nach Annah-
men über Boden, die angebaute Kultur und andere 
natürliche Bedingungen.

RECYCELTE UND RECYCELBARE VERPACKUNGEN

zu 100 % aus PCR* hergestellte Verpackungen 67%

Gesamt-PCR*-Gehalt aller Verpackungsarten 70%

PCR*-Gehalt aller Kunststo�behälter 77%

PCR*-Gehalt aller Papierverpackungen 95%

Recycelbarer Anteil der Flaschen u. papierbasierten Verpackungen 100%
0 50 100

STATUS ROHMATERIALIEN % in 2018

% Fair Trade zerti�zierte Rohmaterialien  76%

% Bio zerti�zierte Rohmaterialien  80%
0 50 100

Deponie 11% 48 t

Kompost 1% 6 t

ABFALLERZEUGUNG Gesamt  (in t) 460

Wiederverwendet 
60%
277 t

Recycelt  
28%
129 t

Das Jahr 2018 in Zahlen

1. Zu Dr. Bronner’s verbundenen Unternehmen zählen unter anderen Serendipol in Sri Lanka (Kokosöl), Serendicoco in Samoa (Kokosöl) und Serendipalm in Ghana (Palmöl). 2. Weitere Fair Trade-Projekte sind Canaan Fair Trade in Palästina (Olivenöl), 
Pavitramenthe in Indien (Minzöle) und Natural Habitats in Ecuador (Palmkernöl).

* Post-Consumer Recycled (Recyclingmaterialien aus dem Endverbraucherbereich)

Kohlenstoffbindung und  
Minderung des Klimawandels 
durch regenerative biologische 
Landwirtschaft

Die Landwirte erschiedener Agrarrohstoffpro e te 
on Dr. Bronner’s p an ten mehr als 250.000 l  und 
o ospalmen, er eugten ber 10.000 Tonnen thermo

philen ompost und erwendeten neue  bodenbede
c ende P an en. Auch stellten sie auf onser ierende 
Bodenbearbeitung und Erstbep an ung dynamischer 
Agroforst chen um. Diese neuen Pra ti en binden 
etwa 16.000 Tonnen atmosph risches CO2 und om
pensieren“ so rund 36 % der 2018 er eugten Scope 3
Emissionen on Dr. Bronner’s aus der landwirtschaft
lichen Produ tion und erarbeitung. Durch den Ausbau 
der dynamischen Agroforstwirtschaft, der ompost
produ tion und anderer Bodenregenerierungsma nah
men wollen wir bis 2023 s mtliche unserer Scope 3
Emissionen ompensieren.

Zinsaufwendungen 
 $1,3M  /  1,1% Reinvestitionen 

ins Unternehmen  
$4,0M  / 3,3%

Gemeinnützige Spenden & Förderverträge 
$8,8M  / 7,2%

Aufwendungen für Waren und Dienstleistungen
 $25,9M  / 21,1%

Gehälter, Lohnnebenleistungen, Gewinnbeteiligungen 
 $27,1M  / 22,1%

Rohsto¡kosten  
 $48,9M  / 39,9%

Ausschüttungen 
zur Erhaltung des 
Familienbesitzes  
 $1,1M  / 0,9%

Steuern  
 $4,0M  / 3,3%

Abschreibungen 
 $1,5M  / 1,2%

Verwendung der Finanzmittel
steht für USD

Nettoumsatz  2018:   $122,5M  / 100%

Nettoumsatz  2018:   $122,5M 

Weltweite Umsätze 
steht für USD Japan

Südkorea
Kanada
Deutschland
Australien
Großbritannien
Taiwan
Singapur
Israel
Irland
Schweiz
Schweden
Mexiko
Hongkong
Island
Mauritius
Panama
Kenia
Frankreich
Niederlande

Inland (USA)
80,0%

International
20,0%






