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AreAre YOU Rea YOU Ready?
This PLAY newsletter reminds 

young boaters and anglers of 
examples of the how's and why's 
of getting ready for the upcoming 
fishing and boating season.

Are your rod and reel ready to 
use?  Do you need to replace your 
fishing line?  Do you have all the 
right tackle for the fish you want 
to catch?  See how your list 
compares to the one inside.

Boaters need to have the 
necessary safety equipment and 
the right kind and size of life 
jackets on board.  A checklist 
inside will help you see if you are  
       ready to be safe on  
       the water.  
        A look inside will  

       help you have a    
       happy and safe  
       fishing and 
       boating season.
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A PFD (personal flotation device) is 
also called a life jacket, or life vest, and 
that's exactly what it is designed to do–
save your life!  Let's review three simple 
life jacket rules to keep you safe:

A.  Wear your life jacket.  It won't work 
if you don't wear it!  Remember:  
It floats, you don't!

B.  Wear the right life jacket for the 
activity.  There are life jackets for different 
types of boating.  For example, a water skier 
wears a different type
of life jacket than an 
angler would wear.

C.  Make sure your life 
jacket fits properly 
and that it is in good 
condition.  A PFD that 
fits correctly and is in 
good condition won't 
come off or fall apart when you are in the water.

AA B C S

The

of

PFDsPFDs

WEAR IT
on or
NEAR
THE
WATER.

A PFD that is 
loose around 
the arms and 
easily slides 
up to your 
ears may not 
keep you 
above water. 

Wear a PFD 
that fits 
snugly and 
always keep 
it buckled 
or zipped.

photos-USCG Office of Boating Safety
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Before you go fishing, you need to 
prepare your most important tools–
your rod and reel. Even 
if your buddy    
leads you      
          to his 
   secret bass hole, 
    you can't catch a big one 
without your rod and reel 
working well.

• Clean off any debris from your    reel.
• Lightly oil your reel.
• Add new line to your reel.

Gearing Up for Fishing:

GettiGetting Yourg Your
 Reel Rea Reel Ready

Add New Fishing 
Line To Your Reel

TypesTypes
of of PFDPFDs

POUND TEST If you fish with a spinning, 
spincasting or baitcasting reel, you 
should replace the monofilament 
line on it each year.  Begin by 
removing the old line.  Make sure to 
dispose of it properly.  Check your 
fishing rod for the appropriate 
"pound test" of line to attach.  
Follow the instructions with your 
new fishing line, and reel it on!

photos-Type I, II and III, courtesy of PFDMA
Type IV, V, Art Michaels
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Here are a few quick steps to prepare your 
fishing rod before you head out in the 
spring.
• Clean your rod and check that your 
reel is securely attached to the rod.
• If your rod comes apart, wax 
the ferrules, the places where 
the rods join.  The wax from 
beeswax and paraffin 
candles works well.

Gearing Up for Fishing:

GettiGetting Yourg Your
 Rod Reaod Ready

Hooks are designed to be very sharp to 
help you be a successful angler.  Be very 
careful when you're handling hooks.  
Also, keep your fishing tackle in a 
safe place where children, pets and 
others won't accidentally get into it.

Safety First!
Visit www.fish.state.pa.us
and select "PLAY Spring 2001”
to learn how to keep your
hooks sharp.

• Check your guides and tip-top to 
make sure that each guide's ceramic 
insert is still intact.  Rubbing 
directly on metal can cut your line, 
so you should replace or repair any 
broken guides.  If the thread wrap-
pings that hold the guides on the 
rod are unraveling, they can also be 
fixed.  A little bit of clear fingernail 
polish is all it takes.

FERRULES
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Getting Your
 Rod Ready
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Checklist

DDo o You ou Haveave
WhWhat It Taket It Takes?

Use this checklist to help you prepare to go fishing.   
Put a checkmark next to the equipment you own.   
Then list how many and what types.  Use the Internet and 
fishing tackle catalogs to learn more about each of these 
items and where and how they are used.  Put a checkmark 
in the "I need" column for items that you'll need to buy.  
Then list how many and what types.  Take this checklist 
with you when you go shopping so you know exactly what 
you'll need to buy for your upcoming fishing adventures.

Hooks
(variety of sizes)

Sinkers
(variety of sizes)

Snap swivels
Spoons
Plugs
Poppers
Plastic worms
Jigs
Spinners
Bobbers
Stringer or creel
Needle-nosed pliers
Fingernail clippers
Tape measure
Fishing line
Hook sharpener

  I have          How many/           I need          How many/
          what types             what types 
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BEBE EQUIPPED EQUIPPED

Required Equipment:
You MUST have these items on your boat.

Smart boaters make sure they have the right safety equipment 
to keep them safe.  This equipment is required by law.

Match the letter describing each item of required
safety equipment to the picture on the boat.

A.A.  Wearable life jacket for each 
person on the boat. 
Designed to keep you afloat if you fall overboard.

B.B.  Throwable cushion or ring buoy.  
Throw this to someone who falls overboard.

C.C.  Bow lights. A red and green light on 
the bow (front).  Lets other boats see you 
and shows them which way you are going.

D.D.  Stern or anchor light. 
A white light on the stern (back).  Lets other 
boats see you and shows them which way 
you are going.  Hint:  This light is the only 
one used when you anchor your boat.  

E.E.  Horn. Sound the horn to let other 
boaters know where you are.

F.F.  Fire extinguisher. Pull the pin and 
squeeze the trigger to put out a boat fire. 
Hint:  Must be placed near the boat operator.

G.G.  Ventilation hoses. 
Remove gas fumes from inside the boat 
that could cause a fire or explosion.

H.H.  Backfire flame arrester. 
Prevents any engine sparks from causing 
a fire or explosion.

ANSWERS
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BE EQUIPPED

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

G.

H.
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BEBE EQUIPPED EQUIPPED

Recommended Equipment:
Extra items you SHOULD have on your boat.

Smart boaters make sure they have the right safety equipment 
to keep them safe.  This equipment is recommended.

Match the letter describing each item of recommended 
safety equipment to the picture on the boat.

A.A.  Paddle.  To get you back to 
shore if the boat engine quits.

B.B.  Anchor and line.  Digs into the 
bottom of the lake and holds the boat in place.

C.C.  Food and water.  
Keeps you from getting hungry or thirsty.

D.D.  Marine radio.  
Used to call for help or talk to other boaters.

E.E.  Bailing bucket.  Used to remove 
water that leaks into your boat.

F.F.  First aid kit.  Adhesive strips and 
other items to treat small cuts and scrapes.

G.G.  Boating charts and compass.  
They help you plan your trip, avoid hazards 
and find out where you are if you get lost.

H.H.  Sunscreen and sunglasses.  
Used on sunny days to protect your skin  
and eyes.

I.I.  Throw bag.  Throw this to someone 
who falls in the water and then pull them 
in to safety.

J.J.  Visual distress signals.  Use them 
to signal for help if your motor stops working.

ANSWERS




