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So Many Accomplishments
It is very gratifying to be a part of an organization whose annual report is 

difficult to compose. The difficulty arises from the task of trying to limit the 
document to a reasonable length when the accomplishments are so varied 
and so significant. My comments center more on the National Safe Boating 
Council (NSBC) as a whole and not the work and accomplishments generated 
from the hundreds of individual groups which comprise this dynamic organi-
zation. I’m afraid a report from the latter would rival Mr. Webster’s unabridged 
works in size. 

The implementation of the “Take ‘Em Boating” Grant program has opened a 
whole new chapter as we help not only make boaters safer but help promote 
boating in general. That, coupled with what we originally called the “Small 
Grants Program,” (RBS Grants) has been a huge success in helping local entities 
promote grass-root programs. I am very pleased that the Awards program has 
been able to highlight and reward some of those most innovative programs so 
that others can emulate their efforts. 

While I’m mentioning the Awards programs, it’s been gratifying not only 
to see deserving people gain recognition, but also to see a unified effort to-
ward that goal with our longstanding counterparts in Canada. That has also 
bolstered our ongoing efforts to work directly with other countries so that safe 
boating becomes a global goal. With closer formal ties with Italy and the Carib-
bean countries, that vision is becoming a reality. And, the NSBC has expanded 
our associations with corporate sponsors with innovative partnerships that are 
not only mutually beneficial but also help promote the safe boating banner to 
an even wider audience. 

The National Safe Boating Campaign has long been associated with the 
Council and its members. I could not close without noting the recent alteration 
in compass points and embarking on some exciting course corrections. Some 
innovative thinking, some different approaches, and some targeted audiences 
are presenting some challenges that are going to take our best effort and 

make it even better. You’ll hear more soon. 
Thanks to each of our member organizations, our 

sponsors, and a dedicated staff and board for making 
our joint efforts so successful toward our common 
goal.

Ed Carter
Past Chair, NSBC

The Future is Bright
As incoming Chair, I couldn’t be more 

excited about the opportunities the Council 
will enjoy in 2007 and beyond. Our future 
is bright. Our membership is strong, and 
we are a creative and hard working orga-
nization. Our programs grow stronger ev-
ery year. The North American Safe Boating 
Campaign, Boating Safety Sidekicks, awards 
programs, training programs, publications, 
grant awards and instruction seminars, just 
to name a few, grow and improve each year. 
Much of that growth is due to hard work by 
the staff and our partners. And some suc-
cess should be credited to experience. After 
all, in 2008, the Council will celebrate 50 
years of service to the boating community!  

I am proud to have the opportunity to 
work with such talented and dedicated folks. 
I look forward to representing the Council 

at various func-
tions throughout 
the coming New 
Year. I thank you in 
advance for your 
support.

Ruth Wood
Chair, NSBC

Our mission: to enhance the 
safety of the recreational 
boating experience through 
education and outreach.
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We Make Boating Safer
Wow, how time flies! I have been Executive Director of this great organization 

for over 10 years. The membership, when I started, was approximately 65 organi-
zations. Today we have grown to over 330 organizations. Then, our annual bud-
get including grants was roughly $100,000. Today we are approaching a million 
dollars. However, we are still relatively small as advocacy organizations go, but 
our job is big, and it basically has not changed – “we make boating safer.” 

The number of boaters has increased by over 10 million. The number of fa-
tal accidents has decreased on the average by 100 lives over the same period of 
time. Something is working. The work done by the National Safe Boating Council 
(NSBC) and its distinguished Board of Directors has contributed to this success, 
but the bulk of the credit goes to our various member organizations, the United 
States Coast Guard, Office of Boating Safety and the greater boating safety com-
munity! This includes the industry which manufactures and distributes safer 
boats and boating equipment; the marine law enforcement agencies which 
have passed new and better laws and regulations and have enforced them with 
a higher degree of professionalism than ever before; the many boating safety 
organizations that promote safer boating through the numerous education and 
outreach programs that are available; the United States Coast Guard and its lead-
ership role; and the boaters who have taken our safety messages to heart and are 
boating safely! 

When I started in boating safety as an education specialist with the Penn-
sylvania Fish Commission some 30 years ago (now known as the Fish and Boat 
Commission), we knew it was the three “Es” (Engineering (industry), Enforcement, 
and Education) that was needed to collectively make a difference in recreational 
boating safety. It did make a difference. Due to the growth of boating, the three 
“Es” needed to expand. We now have various commercial boating safety course 
providers, which help in the education of boaters. Today the boating industry has 
better technology for developing safer boats and boating equipment. We have 
more boat shows and boating publications. Face it, times have changed, and, I 
dare say, for the better when it comes to recreational boating. 

We will continue to grow and more people will continue to appreciate rec-
reational boating. It is safer and better than it was 30 years ago or even since I 
started with the NSBC some 10 years ago. We are each part of the success boat-
ing safety has achieved, but we can’t stop now. This is the time to focus! We have 
picked the “low hanging fruit.”  We need to concentrate our efforts to address the 
issues of life jacket wear, boater operation skills, and responsible behavior. We’ve 
come a long way, but the job isn’t over. We need your support and ideas to keep 
safety on the minds of the boaters so the quality of this sport we all love remains 
high, the activity remains enjoyable, and boaters come back home safely.   

Virgil Chambers
Executive Director, NSBC
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Since 1958, the National Safe Boating Council has served as an advocate 
for boating safety and education, as well as a unifying force for organizations 
to seek the goal of Safer Boating through Education. The NSBC provides three 
award programs as part of its mission to promote safer boating through edu-
cation and outreach. The Boating Education Advancement Award, the Boating 
Safety Youth Award, and the newest award, the OMC Foundation “Take ‘Em Boat-
ing” Grant, recognize organizational partners in the boating community that 
have created innovative programs designed at improving boating education.

Boating Safety Youth 
Award Program

The purpose of this award is to provide 
a vehicle for recognizing organizations that 
have developed and implemented innova-
tive youth boating education programs. 
The winner is chosen from eligible pro-
grams aimed at youth under the age of 18. 
The winner received a trophy, a cash award 
of $2,500, and a trip to the International 
Boating and Water Safety Summit to pres-
ent their program. 

Pacific Skyline Boy Scout Council’s “Sea 
Scout Safety at Sea Weekend” was the 2006 
Boating Safety Youth Award Program win-
ner. This hands-on program targets high 
school aged youths to teach them different 
maritime and vessel safety training.

Congratulations Pacific Skyline Boy 
Scout Council!

The OMC Foundation 
“Take’em Boating” 
Grant

This grant is offered by the NSBC and 
was established from money provided by 
the OMC Foundation. This grant supports 
programs that educate the next generation 
of boaters. The program should embrace 
all aspects of the recreational boating for 
grades K–12. The winner received a trophy 
and a $5,000 cash award. 

The first winner of the “Take’em Boat-
ing” Grant was Perseus House Charter 
School of Excellence. Their program, “Keep-
ing Kids Afloat” is aimed at children who 
live near the waters of Lake Erie in Erie, 
Pennsylvania.  Surrounded by water, many 
of the students have never had the oppor-
tunity to enjoy the benefits of this natural 
resource.  

Congratulations Perseus House!

NSBC Award Recipients

Boating Education 
Advancement Award

Sponsored by Coors Brewing 
Company, the Boating Education Ad-
vancement Award (BEAA) recognizes 
organizations that have developed and 
successfully implemented programs 
which enhance the image and recog-
nition of boating safety efforts, share 
success stories for the improvement of 
safe boating, create a closer partner-
ship between national, state and local 
boating educational organizations, and 
promote the themes of the National 
Safe Boating Week campaign.

There are four regional winners 
that compete for the North American 
Award that is presented at the an-
nual International Boating and Water 
Safety Summit. The four regional win-
ners were: Office of Boating Safety 
- Transport Canada (representing the 
Canadian Region), Lake MetroParks 
(representing the Northern Region), 
the Tri-State Boating Safety Fair (repre-
senting the Western Region), and the 
South Carolina Department of Natural 
Resources (representing the Southern 
Region). Each of the regional winners 
received a trophy, a cash award of 
$1,000, and a trip to the International 
Boating and Water Safety Summit to 
present their program.  

Lake MetroParks was chosen the 
North American BEAA winner for their 
comprehensive boating education pro-
gram that teaches boating to all ages 
and abilities in many different types of 
watercraft. Using costumed characters, 
games, and many other creative teach-
ing techniques, the “Boating and Safety 
Education Program” has become the 
number one program in the State of 
Ohio. As the North American winner, 
they received an additional $1,500 and 
a commemorative trophy.

Congratulations Lake MetroParks!  

BSYA - Boating Safety Youth Award - Carl 
Shellhorn - Pacific Skyline Sea Scouts, Jimmie Hom-
burg - National Commodore Sea Scouts, Ed Carter 
- Chairman NSBC 

BEAA South - Karen Swink and Robin Camlin - South 
Carolina DNR, Deanna Rice - Coors, Ed Carter - NSBC.

North American BEAA Winner - Brian Fowler - Lake 
MetroParks, Ed Carter - NSBC, Deanna Rice - Coors, Brian 
Davidson and Marie Kozan - Lake MetroParks.

BEAA Canada - Greg Meaker - Transport Canada, Dean-
na Rice - Coors, Ed Carter - NSBC, Peter Garapick - Trans-
port Canada.

BEAA West - Deanna Rice - Coors, Gloria Sandoval - CA 
Dept. of Boating and Waterways, Ed Carter - NSBC.
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NSBC Training Programs

The NSBC offers two different training pro-
grams. The first is a Boating Safety Instructor 
Certification Course that educates instructors on 
how to teach others about basic boating safety 
covering the NASBLA standards. The course fo-
cus is to clarify and identify the knowledge and 
skills needed to present an effective National 
Association of State Boating Law Administrators 
(NASBLA) approved boating safety education cur-
ricula to entry-level students. The course involves 
lecture, group discussion, a review of standards, 
and best practices. The NSBC and NASBLA have 
formed a partnership to co-teach the Instructor 
Certification Course. As more states move towards 
mandatory boating education, it has become 
imperative for state agencies to offer Instructor 
Certification training to their officers and volun-
teers. Boat Ed and BoaterExam.com, patron level 
members of the NSBC, have stepped forward to 
help state agencies get this training for their of-
ficers and volunteers. Over the course of 2006, the 
NSBC/NASBLA Instructor Certification Course was 
taught at five locations: Louisiana, Florida (Sum-
mit), Nevada/Arizona/California, Kentucky (NAS-
BLA Conference) and New Hampshire.  

The second is a defensive boat handling and 
close quarter control instructor course that fo-
cuses on maneuvers and techniques for enforce-
ment officers and agencies that need good skills 
in operating power boats while performing their 
duties. The Defensive Boat Handling and Close 
Quarter Control course was designed as a training 
program that focuses on knowing what to do and 
when to do it. It is skills based using factors like 
the wind and current to assist you in putting your 
boat where you want it to be. Although practice 
is a critical part of being able to handle your craft 
proficiently, proper practice is what this program 
is all about. This program was designed for the 
professional/occupational boat operator such as 
marine enforcement officers and safety personnel 
that operate a boat in the performance of their 
duties. It is structured to meet the needs of these 
enforcement agencies whose safety enforcement 
officers place themselves and their craft in com-
promising positions when trying to control and 
communicate with errant boaters.  

RBS Grant Program
The key to successful safe boating programs is more effective use of na-

tional and local partnerships to accomplish mutual objectives. A grant from 
the Sport Fish Restoration and Boating (Wallop/Breaux) Trust Fund allows the 
NSBC and its 330-plus member organizations to identify and provide financial 
assistance for local programs that effectively address safe boating and water 
safety concerns. 

The objectives of the program include:
a) Accident reduction through greater public access to boating safety pro-

grams and messaging at the local level; 
b) Enhanced public awareness of the benefits of boating safety at the local level; 
c) Enhanced financial support of local boating safety initiatives by provid-

ing funding for local volunteer projects;
d) Enhancement of the boating experience by providing public support 

and information to local boating safety initiatives.
The program emphasis is all encompassing, including children’s programs, 

adaptive boating, paddlesport safety, and sportsmen programs. Any program 
presenting an opportunity to improve boating safety at the local level that 
reflects a national initiative is considered for funding (up to $1,000) through 
this small grant program. Programs expanding on the North American Safe 
Boating Campaign premise or implementing any national initiative supported 
by the U.S. Coast Guard, Office of Boating Safety at the local level are given 
preference.  

Since the inception of the Local RBS Grant Program in 2000, a total of 
$105,881 has been distributed for 111 projects in 35 states and the District of 
Columbia. Approximately $81,000 in additional in-kind support has been pro-
vided by NSBC board members and executive staff during the six-year history 
of this program.  

The overall benefit of the RBS Grant Program is of tremendous value in 
promoting water safety and safe boating at the local level where it has the 
greatest impact for saving lives.  This is grass roots boating and water safety 
education and outreach at its finest. In 2006, grants totaling $21,146 were 
awarded to 22 organizations in 21 states.  

2006 Grant Recipients
Bellevue Sail & Power Squadron, Bellevue, Washington
Centennial Senior Center,  Concord, New Hampshire
Juneau USCG Auxiliary 17-01-01, Juneau, Alaska
Lake Hartwell Association, Inc.,  Fair Play, South Carolina
Lake Merritt Boating Center, Oakland, California
Lake Ponchartrain Sail & Power Squadron, Covington, Louisiana
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department, Lincoln, Nebraska
Magothy River Association, Inc., Severna Park, Maryland
Nez Perce County Sheriff, Lewiston, Idaho
North Coast Safe Kids, Astoria, Oregon
Northern Michigan Adaptive Sports & Recreation, Traverse City, Michigan
Outdoorsman Triathlon Charitable Trust, Plainview, Virginia
Red River Division – American Canoe Association, Dallas, Texas
River Rescue of Community Lifeteam Volunteer Relief Assn., 
 Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
Safe Kids Greater Toledo, Toledo, Ohio
Safe Kids Kansas, Topeka, Kansas
SEMO Regional Water Safety Council, Wappapello, Missouri
USACE Enid Lake, Enid, Mississippi
U.S. Adaptive Recreation Center, Big Bear Lake, California
USCG Auxiliary Division 5, Fox Point, Wisconsin
W.A.T.E.R. Club, Grand Junction, Colorado
Wolf Creek Adventures, Inc., Ashville, North Carolina

Go to our web site, www.safeboatingcouncil.org/rbs/index.htm, 
for complete details on this special grant program.

Instructor Course
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Confluence Awards
The NSBC was proud to announce the recipients of the 

prestigious 2006 Confluence Awards at the fifth annual Con-
gressional Reception held on May 16, 2006 in the Gold Room 
of the Rayburn House Office Building in Washington. D.C. The 
Confluence Awards are presented to those members of Con-
gress and other individuals in government who have brought 
together people, resources and vision toward the betterment 
of safer boating on America’s waters. Through their positions 
of prestige and responsibility, these individuals have fought for 
funding, legislation, programs, laws, and regulations for boat-
ing safety.

The 2006 recipients were: Senator Herb Kohl from Wiscon-
sin (2nd year), Senator Trent Lott from Mississippi (2nd year), 
Senator John Warner from Virginia, Representative E. Clay Shaw 
from Florida (4th year), and Jeanne Timmons from the U.S. 
Coast Guard, Office of Boating Safety. Their efforts and dedica-
tion are greatly appreciated by the NSBC, National Association 
of State Boating Law Administrators, the U.S. Coast Guard, and 
the 78 million boaters who enjoy our waters each year.

The Congressional Reception was co-hosted by the NSBC, 
the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators, 
and the U.S. Coast Guard. NSBC Patron member Coors Brewing 
Company sponsored the Reception.

  

2006 Boating Safety 
Hall of Fame Awards

It is a great honor for the National Safe Boating Council to 
recognize two new members to the NSBC Boating Safety Hall 
of Fame.  Lt. Col. Charlie Clark and Pamela Dillon are the 2006 
recipients of this prestigious award. The Boating Safety Hall of 
Fame Award recognizes individuals who have shown exem-
plary leadership and preformed outstanding service on behalf 
of safe boating.  

Charlie Clark (center) 
receives the NSBC Boat-
ing Safety Hall of Fame 
Award from Ed Carter, 
NSBC Chairman (left) 
and Charlie Sledd, NAS-
BLA President (right).

Lt. Col. Charlie Clark
Lt. Col. Clark enjoyed a 29-year career with the Enforcement 

Division of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries. 
Lt. Col. Clark was given the honor of being appointed by Presi-
dent Bush to serve in certain homeland security and boating 
capacities. He spent many years advocating boating safety on 
the state and national levels by pushing for the passage of bet-
ter laws concerning boating safety. Lt. Col. Clark is a member 
of several organizations, including the National Association of 
State Boating Law Administrators, the National Safe Boating 
Council and the National Boating Safety Advisory Council.

 
Pamela Dillon

For nearly 30 years, Pamela Dillon has been a tremendous 
advocate for boating safety on the local, state, and national 
levels. Ms. Dillon is currently serving as executive director for 
the American Canoe Association (ACA), and has the honor of 
being the first woman to chair the National Safe Boating Coun-
cil. On the local and state levels, Ms. Dillon helped to develop 
the river rescue program, created key educational programs 
regarding boating safety and a boating education grant pro-
gram for Ohio. On the national level, she is working to expand 
partnerships with the United States Power Squadrons, the 
U.S. Coast Guard, and the Boy Scouts of America. Ms. Dillon 
currently serves on the boards of the National Safe Boating 

Council, the Profes-
sional Paddlesports 
Association, the 
Future Fisherman 
Foundation, and the 
Outdoor Alliance. In 
2004, she received a 
federal appointment 
to the National Boat-
ing Safety Advisory 
Council.

Congressman Clay 
Shaw, FL, receives 
the Confluence 
Award from Ruth 
Wood and Virgil 
Chambers of the 
NSBC.

Virgil Chambers from NSBC, Senator Herb Kohl, WI Confluence Award 
Winner and Charlie Sledd, NASBLA President.

Ruth Wood pres-
ents the Confluence 
Award to Jeanne 
Timmons, U.S. Coast 
Guard, Office of 
Boating Safety.

Pam Dillon (center) receives the NSBC Boating Safety Hall of Fame Award from Ruth 
Wood, NSBC Chairman and Virgil Chambers, NSBC Executive Director.



2006 NSBC Annual Report

The 10th Anniversary of the Interna-
tional Boating and Water Safety Summit 
was held in Palm Harbor, Florida, at the 
Westin Innisbrook Golf Resort beginning 
April 30 through May 3, 2006. The Summit is 
renowned as the premier boating and water 
safety conference of the year. A location bor-
dering on paradise, captivating information 
sessions and great giveaways made this year 
no exception.

Among the presentation highlights of 
this year’s Summit was an emotional recount-
ing of the relief efforts of several state agen-
cies to the areas devastated by Hurricane 
Katrina.  There were also insightful comments 
from the experts in the best practices of rec-
reational boating, canoeing, and kayaking. 
Of interest to us all were ideas for expanding 
programs with limited resources. A presen-
tation on the efforts of Florida to reduce its 
fatality rate and another on how to manage 
stress were big hits. We were also taught the 
art of sharing creative ideas with others. The 
presentations were put in perspective by the 
U.S. Coast Guard’s discussion of how we all 
can fit into their strategic plan.

A special event that amazed everyone 
was the display of the “You’re In Command” 
racing boat with driver Gino Marrone. It was 
a terrific addition to the Summit. Also, the 
Awards Banquet on Wednesday evening 
drew our attention to the organizations and 
individuals that constantly work toward im-
proving the boating and water safety world.

We thank our sponsors – Coors Brewing 
Company, Boat Ed, and Brunswick Corpora-
tion –  for their continued support of the 
Summit. In addition to our sponsors, we 
thank Stearns, Inc. for helping to sponsor the 
life jacket giveaway and the St. Petersburg/
Clearwater Convention Visitors’ Bureau for 
their support with marketing and transporta-
tion. Nestle furnished bottled water through-
out the Summit, and Panama Jack donated 
sunscreen for our outdoor activities.

On the Water Activities

“Pillars of Support Award” presented to Florida 
Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission.

Stability Exercise

Attendees pose with the “You’re 
In Command” racing boat in 

their Stearns belt packs.
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2006 Campaign Reminded 
Boaters to “Be a Survivor”

National Safe Boating Week, May 
20-26, 2006, kicked off the North Amer-
ican Safe Boating Campaign reminding 
boaters to stay safe on the water, wear 
their life jackets, and “Be A Survivor!” 
This year’s campaign was lead by for-
mer Navy Seal and Survivor castmate 
Rudy Boesch who helped to promote 
the “Be A Survivor” initiative designed 
to solicit testimonials from recreational 
boaters about how a life jacket has 
made a difference in their boating ex-
perience. The stories will be used in the National Safe Boating Council’s second 
Saved by the Jacket book to be published at a later date. The top three story 
winners received prizes donated by West Marine who partnered with the cam-
paign for this initiative. Prizes included a Skedaddle-2 Inflatable Kayak with two 
X-Treme One Design Life Vests, a “Weekend Water Sports Package” including 
a West Marine Super Saturn Blaster, inflation pump, tow rope, life jackets, and 
four Aquazookas, and two West Marine “Comfort Series” Manual Inflatable Belt 
Pack PFDs. 

Promotional efforts featuring Rudy included a 
television public service announcement and a multi-
city radio tour beginning before the hectic Memorial 
Day weekend and the start of the summer boat-
ing season. Since the start of National Safe Boating 
Week, over 140 TV hits have been recorded, nearly 
100 internet hits, and articles have been published 
in major dailies in Sacramento, Houston, Dallas, Bal-
timore, New York, and the Nickelodeon magazine. 
Audio News Releases have been picked up in Dallas, 
Los Angeles, and Chicago, and a pod cast placement 
on six sites yielded 151 downloads. Rudy continued 
the promotional tour throughout the summer to 
keep boaters focused on staying safe throughout 
the boating season. Press materials were distributed 
throughout the U.S. by the grassroots volunteers that 
requested press kits from the campaign.  

The campaign continued to offer free resources 
such as the NSBC’s Wear Your Life Jacket flyer, posters, 
campaign stickers, brochures including Safe Boating 

Tips, Federal Requirements, Choose to Boat Safely, 5 Tons No Brakes, and new ad-
ditions like the American Canoe Association’s SmartStart for Paddlers brochure 
and Alcohol and Boating from the BoatU.S. Foundation. In addition, the cam-
paign offered new vinyl banners for use in exhibits or booths.  

The campaign web site also featured a new design and layout, making it 
easier for users to navigate. Items such as online ordering, a campaign evalu-
ation form, campaign FAQs, U.S. Coast Guard statistics, sample press releases 
and proclamations, PSAs, a press kit, power point presentations, activity sheets, 
a media guide, graphics, web banners, photo library, and an events page were 
all available for use on the safe boating campaign website. 

All of these efforts have been successful in gaining media coverage for Na-
tional Safe Boating Week and informing the public about the importance of 
boating safely, wearing a life jacket, and being responsible while on the water. 
Congratulations to all the organizations that had successful Safe Boating Week 
events! We appreciate all of your hard work and effort to promote safe boating 
during National Safe Boating Week and throughout the year.  

Boating Safety Sidekicks
In 2006, the winners of the Boating Safety 

Sidekicks story contest were announced. 
There were three age categories with three 
winners and three honorable mention win-
ners in each category. The story contest en-
tries were insightful and some told of real life 
experiences where a life jacket saved a life. 
The winning entries are posted on the web 
site at www.boatingsidekicks.com.

®

First place winners in each age category 
received a $100 Series EE Savings Bond, a 
Sidekicks ball cap and three Life Jacket Safety 
Leader buttons. Through partnership with 
Stearns, Inc., each first place winner was also 
given their choice of a child or youth sized 
life jacket. Second and third place winners 
were awarded a $100 Series EE Savings Bond, 
a Sidekicks ball cap and three Life Jacket 
Safety Leader buttons. Honorable Mention 
recipients were given a Sidekicks ball cap, an 
“Expect the Un-
expected” DVD 
and three Life 
Jacket Safety 
Leader buttons.

New for 
2006 is the 
Boating Safety 
Sidekicks life 
jacket. Mus-
tang Survival 
partnered with 
NSBC to design 
and produce the youth life jackets. For ev-
ery vest sold, Mustang Survival is making a 
financial contribution to the NSBC safe boat-
ing program. The life jackets are available to 
the public through selected retailers. These 
new life jackets were also recently used at 
the Portland Boat Show for their annual life 
jacket giveaway. 
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2006 Additional Events for the Year
Because of the National Safe Boating Council’s (NSBC) commitment to be 

the foremost coalition for the advancement and promotion of safer boating 
through education, the NSBC officers and staff participated in numerous meet-
ings in 2006. Many of these functions furthered the NSBC’s partnering commit-
ment. The following list profiles many of these meetings.  

Two membership meetings – Palm Harbor, Florida and Louisville, Kentucky
Four Board of Director’s meetings – Florida (2), Kentucky and Virginia 
American League of Anglers and Boaters – Washington D.C.
United States Power Squadron Annual Conference – Orlando, Florida
NASBLA Education Committee and NASBLA Conference – Louisville, Kentucky 
Western States Boating Law Administrators Meeting – Kauai, Hawaii 
Canadian Safe Boating Council Conference and Awards Banquet – Canada
American Canoe Association Annual Meeting – Virginia
United States Coast Guard Meetings – Washington, D.C.
International Boating and Water Safety Summit – Palm Harbor, Florida
Professional Paddlesports Conference – Panama City, Florida
United States Coast Guard Auxiliary National Conference – Houston, Texas
Baltimore Area Maritime Security Executive Steering Committee Meetings –   
 Baltimore, Maryland
NASBLA Executive Board Meeting – Lexington, Kentucky and Chattanooga,   
 Tennessee
Recreational Boating and Fishing Foundation Reception – Washington D.C.

Membership
The excellence of an organization is in 

part established by the uniting of part-
ners and supporters. Each adjoining link 
brings strength to the overall structure 
and validates the union. So it is that the 
National Safe Boating Council (NSBC) is a 
strong network of alliances, working to-
gether for the common objective of bet-
ter, safer boating experiences.

In 2006, 330 organizations and 100 in-
dividuals were members of the NSBC. 

The NSBC would like to give special 
thanks to our premium level members for 
their generous contributions to help sup-
port boating safety.

Patron Members
AbilityOne, Inc.

Boat Ed
BoaterExam.com

BoatU.S.
Brunswick Corporation

Coors Brewing Company
National Marine

Manufacturers Association
Orion Safety Products

Sentinel Press L.L.C.
Sperry Top-Sider

Within Reach, Inc.
Yamaha Motor Corporation

Zurich Marine Specialty

Sustaining Members
ACR Electronics

Allstate Insurance Company
American Poker Runs Association

Brunswick Boat Group
Kawasaki Motors Corporation, U.S.A.

Lower Colorado River Authority
Mercury Marine

Personal Watercraft Industry Association
Ranger Boats
Stearns, Inc.

Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency
Walsh Marine Products

Zodiac of North America, Inc.

Thanks to These Special Partners:
AbilityOne, Inc. – sponsorship of the  
 AnchorLine newsletter
Coors Brewing Company – sponsorship  
 of the Boating Education   
 Advancement Award
Go Boating magazine – providing a   
 membership benefit
Orion Safety Products – support through  
 financial and product donations
West Marine Products – sponsorship in  
 part of the Boating Safety Youth  
 Program Award 

2006 Financial Review   
INCOME  
Coast Guard Grants 
 - Campaign $375,000 39.68%
 - Partnering $78,000 8.25%
 - Summit $80,000 8.47%
 - RBS $30,878 3.27%
Total Grants $563,878 59.67%   
Membership Dues and Donations $56,436 5.97%
Instructor Kit Income $51,023 5.40%
Partnership and Award Income $32,000 3.39%
Sale of Publications $115,695 12.24%
Training Programs $10,430 1.10%
Miscellaneous $1,075 0.11%
Summit Registrations Income * $106,840 11.31%
OMC Foundation Interest $7,614 0.81%
 $381,113 
Total Income $944,991 100.00%   
EXPENDITURES   
Payroll Operations $47,314 5.05%
Payroll Grants $49,446 5.28%
Office Expenses ** $37,835 4.04%
Awards $19,273 2.06%
Auditing, Accounting and Legal ** $19,785 2.11%
Instructor Kit Expenses $48,879 5.22%
Travel ** $47,289 5.05%
Postage ** $35,124 3.75%
Publication Printing ** $120,878 12.90%
Web Site ** $5,500 0.59%
Training Expenses $1,279 0.14%
Safe Boating Campaign (Contracts and Personnel) $339,228 36.20%
Summit Management and Site Expenses  * $139,104 14.84%
Local Recreational Boating Safety Grants $21,146 2.26%
OMC Take’Em Boating Grant $5,000 0.53%
Total Expenditures $937,080 100.00%
About the 2006 audit, the auditor made the following comment: 
“ During the course of the audit of NSBC’s 2006 financial statement, we did not become aware of any area 
where the organization could improve its system of internal controls as well as the day-to-day operations.”   
NSBC auditor, Hendershot, Burkhardt & Reed, Certified Public Accountants 

Grant monies
were provided

from the
Aquatic Resources
(Wallop/Breaux)

Trust Fund,
administered

by the U.S.
Coast Guard.

* Summit on
rotational
basis with

NWSC, every
three years

** Grant
funds

included

(Budget is based on the fiscal year 
October 1, 2005 – September 30, 2006)


