
Destination Information: 
Coastal Washington 

American Owned and Operated – homeported in Seattle, WA and Juneau, AK 
Reservations: 888-862-8881 • uncruise.com 

Define Your Un-ness. 

Known as the “Evergreen State” for the lush evergreen forests and the abundance of rain, Washington was 
admitted to the union as the 42nd state in 1889. Washington was named after President George Washington, 
and is the only US state named after a president.  

Western Washington enjoys a mostly marine coastal climate with mild temperatures and wet seasons. East of 
the Cascade Mountains, in contrast, the climate is relatively dry with large areas of desert.  The Cascade Range 
contains several active volcanoes including the infamous Mount St. Helens. Mount Rainier, the highest mountain 
in the state at 14,411-feet tall, is covered with more glacial ice than any other peak in the lower-48. 

OLYMPIC MOUNTAINS 
These majestic mountains are situated on an isolated peninsula between the Pacific Ocean and the mainland. Mount 
Olympus, the highest peak in the rugged range, reaches nearly 8,000ft into the sky and boasts many glaciers. Though 
it has a relatively low elevation, summiting the peak is a challenging undertaking for experienced mountaineers due 
to its remote location and temperamental weather. Within the range sits Olympic National Park, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. The park has four unique regions: Pacific coastline, alpine areas, temperate rainforest, and dry forests. 
With well-over 900 thousand acres of protected wilderness, and very few roadways leading towards the interior, 
Olympic National Park offers a bounty of natural treasures for the avid explorer. 

SAN JUAN ISLANDS 
Consisting of a staggering 172 islands, the San Juan Islands are consistently voted as one of best island chains in the 
world. Charted by Captain George Vancouver in the 1790s, this archipelago has been an important trade route to the 
indigenous peoples of the region for thousands of years. Today the San Juan’s are known for their resident pods of 
Orca whales, breathtaking scenery, and over 300 miles of shoreline.  

SEATTLE 
Located about 30 minutes north of Seattle-Tacoma Airport, Seattle sits between Puget Sound—an inlet of the Pacific 
Ocean—to the west and Lake Washington to the east. The Seattle area had been inhabited by Native Americans for at 
least 4,000 years before the first permanent white settlers arrived. The Denny party reached Seattle in November of 
1851, and in 1853 named the settlement "Seattle," after Chief Sealth of the local Duwamish and Suquamish tribes. 

Local Interest 
Space Needle – built for the 1962 World's Fair, it’s the city’s most recognizable landmark. Buy a ticket for the 
top and enjoy panoramic views of Seattle and surrounding Puget Sound. 

Seattle Great Wheel – at the downtown waterfront on Pier 57, the Great Wheel extends out over Elliott Bay. 
At 175 feet (53 m), it’s the tallest wheel on the west coast and the only one built over water. 

Pike Place Market – famous for fish-slinging and decorative pigs, it has something for everyone; coffee from 
the original Starbucks cafe, Irish pubs, farm-fresh produce, local art, street performers, and fancy baked 
goods, to name a few.  


