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Small ships, BIG adventures. 

As the tale goes, Hawaii was named for Hawai’iloa, the hero of an ancient legend about the islands’ discovery. This 
archipelago of volcanic islands, atolls, and islets sits at the center of the Pacific Ocean and marks the northeast 
corner of Polynesia. The island chain forms the largest marine sanctuary in the world, where nutrient-rich 
waters support over 7,000 marine species, about a quarter of which are found nowhere else on earth. 
 

The Kingdom of Hawaii’s monarchy was overthrown by American and European businessmen in 1893. By 1894 it 

was an independent republic and was annexed as a U.S. territory in 1898. It became the 50th state in 1959. The only 
state made up entirely of islands, the Hawaiian Islands are best known for their beauty, beaches, water 
activities, and active volcanoes.  
 

State Motto 
Ua mau ke ea o ka aina I ka pono – “The life of the land is perpetuated in righteousness” 
 

State Symbols 
Bird:  Nēnē (Hawaiian Goose) 
Fish:  Humuhumunukunukuāpua'a (Reef triggerfish) 
Flower:  Ma'o hau hele (Hibiscus) 
 

Language 
English and Hawaiian are the two official languages recognized in Hawaii’s constitution. Banned at statehood, 
Hawaiian is currently listed as an endangered language by UNESCO. While many residents speak Hawaiian Creole 
English (locally referred to as ‘Pidgin’), there are just a thousand native Hawaiian speakers and a few thousand 
others who can understand it. But resurgence efforts begun in the 1970s are reviving the language. Hawaiian is now 
a mandatory course in public schools, language immersion programs are expanding, and the University of Hawai‘i, 
Hilo, offers a masters degree in Hawaiian language and literature as well as teacher training programs.  
 

MOLOKAI – “THE MOST HAWAIIAN ISLAND” 
Created by two volcanos, Molokai is the fifth-largest in the island chain. With a land area of 260 square miles, it’s 
separated from Lāna‘i by the Kalohi Channel to the north, and from O’ahu by the Kaiwi Channel to the east. Known 
for breathtaking natural beauty, rain forests and deserted beaches, it’s considered the real Hawaiian experience.  

 

Kaunakakai 
Virtually unchanged since the early 1900’s, the historic town of Kaunakakai takes you back to a simpler time.  
Kaunakakai lies in central Moloka‘i about 15 minutes east of the airport. Without any traffic lights, malls, or 
buildings taller than a palm tree, Kaunakakai is the largest town on the island.  

 

HAWAI’I – THE BIG ISLAND 
Formed by five separate volcanoes erupting sequentially, the southern- and eastern-most island is also the 
youngest. The Big Island lives up to its name—it’s home to Kilauea, the world’s most active volcano; 33,000-foot 
Mauna Kea, the tallest sea-mountain in the world (even surpassing Mount Everest); Mauna Loa, the world’s largest 
volcano (by volume and area); and Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Hawai‘i’s lush rainforests, volcanic deserts, and 
snowcapped mountains include all but two of the world’s climate zones. 
  

Kailua-Kona 
Historic Kailua Village—“Kona” to the locals—lies along the sunny Kona Coast. It was established by King 
Kamehameha I as the government seat and a retreat for the Hawaiian royal family. A quaint fishing village until 
the late 1900s, stroll lively Ali‘i Drive, taking in oceanfront views, cultural sites, and noshing on authentic 
Hawaiian foods. 

 
 


