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With a history that spans time from before the Inca and Spanish Colonizers, to the discoveries of Charles 
Darwin, Ecuador has a colorful heritage that is many-layered and fascinating. The historical richness of Ecuador 
is matched only by the natural ecosystems filled with unique wildlife and mesmerizing flora.  
 
After achieving independence from Spain, Ecuador was part of Simon Bolivar’s Gran Columbia—which included 
present-day Columbia, Panama, northern Peru, northern Brazil, Venezuela, part of Guyana—until the republic 
dissolved in the 1830s. Today, the country encompasses an area just under 284 thousand square kilometers 
with a high point reaching over 20,000 feet (6,200 meters).  
 
 
GALÁPAGOS  
Situated on the Nazca Tectonic Plate, the Galápagos chain includes 127 islands, islets, and rocks. Geologically young, 
the oldest islands of the archipelago date back to between three to five million years ago; and the islands continue 
to experience volcanic activity today.  
 
Due to the archipelago’s extreme isolation, the first humans didn’t come ashore until the 1500s when a Bishop’s 
ship was pushed off course. Appearing on maps soon after, pirates used the islands as a refuge after mainland raids 
in the 1600s. Later attempts to colonize the islands proved challenging; the inhospitable islands lacked water. 
Settlements struggled for establishment until the 1900s. Today, just over 25,000 people reside on the Galápagos. 
 
  
GUAYAQUIL 
Named for the love story between tribal Chief Guayas and his wife Quil, Guayaquil has had a tumultuous history 
including pirate attacks in the 1600s and the devastating fire of 1896. But today, Guayaquil is known as a bustling 
port city and commercial center on the Guayas River in the Gulf of Guayaquil. The city’s location offers many 
opportunities for strolling historic neighborhoods and the riverfront promenade, Malecon 2000. 
 

Malecon 2000 Promenade 
This 1.5 mile boardwalk was built as an urban renewal project connecting museums, shopping malls, 
restaurants, bars, food courts, an IMAX theater, gardens, and fountains. The promenade also features 
several cultural monuments commemorating Ecuadorian presidents and poets and the Moorish Tower 
clock brought from England in the 1800s.   
 
Historic Cerro Santa Ana 
For a trip to old Guayaquil, head to the hills of Cerro Santa Anna dotted with colorful, traditional houses 
showcasing colonial architecture. A winding path leads 444 steps up to Fortin del Cerro—the hilltop fort 
with cannons still fired today during celebrations. If you’ve still have energy left in your legs, continue your 
climb to the lighthouse for a 360-degree view of Guayaquil.  
 
Geography & Climate 
Located just 153 miles from the Equator, Guayaquil has a tropical climate. The area is hot and humid with 
heavy rainfall between January and April and experiences lighter rain with cooling evening breezes from the 
Humboldt Current the rest of the year.   

 
 
 

 
 


