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Nicknamed “The Great Land” (and by no stretch an understatement), Alaska has 3 million lakes, an estimated 100,000 
glaciers, one of the world’s largest tides, more than 33,904 miles of coastline, and 3.2 million acres of State Park lands. 
It’s 2.3 times the size of Texas and one-fifth the size of the lower 48 states combined.  
 
Originally occupied by Ice-Age nomads, the region was inhabited by indigenous people for thousands of years before 
Russian whalers and fur traders arrived in 1784. The name “Alaska” comes from the Eskimo-Aleut language and was 
introduced in the Russian-colonial period. In 1867, for just 2 cents per acre, the U.S purchased Alaska from the Russian 
Empire. It was granted U.S. territorial status in 1912 and became the 49th and largest state in 1959. 
 
The state’s motto, “North to the Future,” describes Alaska as a “land of promise.” Its rugged beauty, concentration of 
wildlife and glaciers, rich Native culture—over 5% of Alaskans speak one of 22 indigenous languages, and adventure 
recreation opportunities draw today’s explorers.  
 

Southeast Alaska 
Southeast Alaska is one giant temperate rainforest. Shaped by massive glaciers over millions of years, the region reveals 
wildlife-rich fjords and spectacular scenery. The Tongass National Forest—the largest in the U.S.—is 16.8 million acres and 
consumes the majority of Southeast Alaska. Also known as the Alaska Panhandle, “Southeast” also encompasses Glacier Bay 
National Park, Admiralty Island and Misty Fiords National Monuments, a myriad of islands, and the north terminus of Alaska's 
Inside Passage.  
 
Towering totem poles reflect the history of the local Tlingit, Haida, and Tsimshian native tribes and Russian settlers left their 
architectural mark on their many churches. For centuries these protected waterways have served as important travel 
corridors for Native tribes, explorers, and gold-rushers seeking their fortunes. Today there are still no roads connecting towns 
of Southeast Alaska, and modern day residents travel by water just as their predecessors did. 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
JUNEAU 
A place built on gold and originally named Harrisburg (until its namesake fell out of favor with locals), it has served as Alaska’s 
capital since 1906. Located on the Gastineau Channel, Juneau is surrounded by mountains, rivers, forests, and glaciers. Easily 
explored by foot, this eclectic town reflects a mix of its prospector heritage and native culture with incredible scenery and 
small-town hospitality. Stroll through town for a good dose of local color—some of Juneau’s oldest establishments are pubs. 
 
Local Interest 
Alaskan Brewing Company – end a hike with a taste and a tour. Reigniting a tradition from the early 1700s to the Gold Rush, 
this sustainable local company creates award winning, handcrafted beers based on historical recipes and local ingredients. 
 
Juneau Icefield – this fifth largest ice field in the northern hemisphere is least 3,000 years old, has an estimated depth ranging 
from 800 to 4,500 feet, blankets over 1,500 square miles, and is home to over 40 valley glaciers and 100 smaller ones.  
 
Mendenhall Glacier – known in Tlingit as “the glacier behind the town,” it reached maximum advance in the 1700s. The 
Juneau Icefield Research Program reports it has receded 1.75 miles since 1958 and continues to retreat 100-150 feet per year.  
 
Mount Roberts Tramway – take a tram ride up the mountain for stunning views overlooking the city, the Roberts Nature 
Center, and trails leading up to the summit or back down to Juneau’s city center. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
KETCHIKAN 
Situated on Revillagigedo Island along the shores of the Tongass Narrows with a backdrop of forested slopes overlooking 
stilted homes and businesses, Ketchikan is one of the rainiest cities in North America. Its earliest visitors were Tlingit natives 
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who set up summer fish camps along its salmon rich shores. Today, it’s known as the “Salmon Capital of the World,” and is 
home to the world’s largest collection of standing totem poles.  
 

Local Interest 
Creek Street – notorious Creek Street was home to a row of speakeasies and a raucous red-light light district during 
Prohibition. Now known for art, restaurants, museums, and gift shops, along the boardwalk you can still see old brothels and 
stilted picturesque wooden buildings. 
 
Dolly’s House Museum – dedicated to its 1930s heyday, this is the parlor of Dolly Arthur, the city’s most famous madam. See 
the bar’s trapdoor, used for quick disposal of bootleg whiskey and hear of Dolly’s intriguing life. 
 
Saxman Native Village – see totems moved from villages abandoned during the 1930s, an extensive collection of replica 
totems, a clan house, and glimpse the traditions of the Tlingit culture at the carving center.  
 
Tongass Historical Museum – the permanent collection highlights local historical and Alaska Native artifacts. The museum 
also features traveling exhibitions from other institutions and temporary exhibits of local artists. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SITKA 
Originally called New Archangel under Russian rule, Sitka is a unified city-borough located on Baranof Island and the southern 
half of Chichagof Island. It’s the fourth-largest city by population in Alaska. Nestled amongst unparalleled natural splendor, 
Sitka boasts twenty-four attractions listed on the National Register of Historic Places, seven of which are National Historic 
Landmarks. 
 
Local Interest 
Alaska Raptor Center – this rehabilitation center on a 17-acre campus borders the Tongass National Forest.  Sick and injured 
eagles, hawks, falcons, owls, and other birds of prey are brought here from all over Alaska for rehabilitation.  
 
New Archangel Dancers – see authentic Russian and Ukrainian dances performed by local women in lively-colored authentic 
costumes.    
 
St. Michael's Orthodox Church – tour a collection of Russian Orthodox art and rare church treasures. Built in 1844-1848, the 
present-day cathedral was reconstructed from early drawings after it was destroyed by fire in 1966.   
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PETERSBURG 
At the north end of Mitkof Island, where Wrangell Narrows meets Frederick Sound, sits picturesque Petersburg. The area was 
a Tlingit summer fishing camp for thousands of years before the arrival of Norwegian immigrants in the 1800s. Known as 
“Little Norway,” the town’s Scandinavian history can be seen in architecture of buildings and celebrated festivals and events. 
Fishing is still Petersburg’s biggest industry—easily seen at its lively docks. 
 
Local Interest 
Petersburg Boat Harbor – this fishing borough’s harbor is a hub of activity. Over 400 boats are moored here. Watch the 
comings-and-goings of tugs, crabbers, seiners, and gillnetters, and the hard working fisherman.  
 
Museums & Memorials – step into past at the Clausen Memorial Museum with Native artifacts and historic memorabilia. Or 
watch folkdance and stroll the grounds at the Sons of Norway Hall & Memorial. 
 
Hungry Point Walk – It’s an easy 1.6-mile roundtrip to Hungry Point Beach. Spot Devil’s Thumb on a clear day. Go longer and 
continue on the 4.8-mile Sandy Beach Loop. For a shorter outing, Eagle Roost offers fresh sea air and a chance to spot the 
park’s namesake. 
 


