
 
 

Cyn’s vast experience as an arts educator, lecturer, graphic designer and published 
writer began at age five, when her artist grandfather gave her first easel and paints. Her 
mother and grandmother had a vital passion for writing fostered her love of writing. A 
proud father encouraged her music accomplishments in asking her to play the violin for 
visiting guests.  
 
Cyn’s work has been featured in Southern Style Magazine, Virginia Woman Magazine, 
The Progress Index, The Richmond Times-Dispatch, Habitat, “Inside Business”, The 
Alexandria Gazette, Mathews- Gloucester Gazette Journal, The Washington Post and on 
ABC’s Channel 8, and “The Camera’s Eye”.  

 
An award winning professional artist and businesswoman, Cyn has exceptional credentials in Arts and Letters 
from the prestigious National Association of American Pen Women (NLAPW). The National Association of 
Women Business Owners (NAWBO) honored her contributions in promoting entrepreneurship of women as 
“Member of the Year”. 
 
Cyn holds a Masters in Fine Arts and Art Education from Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU) She taught 
art in Elementary, Middle, High School, Special Education, and Adult Education in Virginia as well as venues 
as Artist in Residence. As Adjunct Professor at VCU, she taught in the Fine Art and Art Education 
Departments. Cyn, as an expert, lectured for the Virginia State Department of Education and VCU in teaching 
“Art for the Handicapped.”  
 
As a Graphic Designer, her business Art and Graphic Studio provided logo design, marketing, branding, 
collateral packages, and print production for small business and corporate clients.  
 
As a Professional Art Consultant for home and business interiors she provides custom installations of her fine 
paintings. Moving from Richmond to Alexandria, VA in 2003, she was The Gallery Manager at Miller Fine Art 
Gallery, Ltd. in Old Town, Alexandria.  
 
Cyn produces awarding winning paintings, prints and greeting cards. Her genre is her life’s experiences, and 
travels. Her subjects are florals and vistas of seascapes, landscapes, abstracts and whimsical “colorist” works. 
 
Cyn’s paintings are in private collections throughout the U.S. and worldwide. Current local shows and juried 
exhibits are at the Mathews County Visitor Center, Gwynn’s Island Museum, Put-In-Creek Gallery, Morning 
Glory Gallery, Deltaville Maritime Museum, The Bay School, Art Speaks Gallery, and the current NLAPW 
Show.  
 
Inspirations for her work began in her first ten years, living on a former chicken farm in rural Burke, Virginia. An 
awakening appreciation for the colors and forms of nature was born there. She spent weekends sailing with 
her grandparents on “The Cynthia” out of Annapolis, Maryland. 
Cynthia loves the beauty of the coastal waters of the Chesapeake Bay. Her children grew up fishing, crabbing 
and sailing at the Fishing Bay Yacht Club at a weekend retreat cottage on the Bay in Deltaville, near Stingray 
Point. Over twenty years ago she discovered the wonderful communities of Mathews and Gloucester with its 
beautiful rural surroundings in the Middle Peninsula of Virginia. 
 
Following her dream to again live near the water, Cyn now lives on the headwaters of Pepper Creek, which is a 
joy complete. Her studio in Susan is filled with art and the light of each day. Viewing the southeastern sky, the 
marsh grasses, animals, birds in nature’s beauty bring her inspiration. Coming full circle from her rural 
beginnings to this rural life once more, Cynthia feels truly at “home”.  
 
Cyn says, “I love to paint “en plein air” and consider myself an intuitive painter. My feelings and experiences in 
life’s chapters are expressed in my work. My styles and techniques continually change with the creation of new 
work. Art is my life’s passion. As an artist, it is always embracing to see my patrons respond to my work. The 
ability to express through art is a gift to me as the creative process comes full circle to the completed work. I 
will gladly consult with you on selecting artwork for your setting. I also have prints and an affordable collection 
of greeting cards of my original works.” 

Cynthia Ray, Fine Artist 
“Cyn” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Cyn’s Studio: 703-919-5178 
Web: cynthiarayfineart.com 

Email: cynthiarayfineart@gmail.com 
5300 Holmes Run Pkwy, Alexandria, VA 22304 

P.O. Box 146, Susan, VA 23163 
804-725-9961 
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