
 

Tools & Materials 

 3/4 pound clay, included 

 Q-tips 

 Pencil 

 Cup of water 

 Paper plate 

1. Separate your clay into 6 sections. Roll 5 of them 
into balls between your palms. Each ball will be a 
section of the caterpillar’s body. 

2. To make small pinch pots, push thumb through 
2/3rds of the way and pinch, rotating as you go. Keep 
the opening small—a hole the size of your thumb. 

Technique 
Create the Caterpillar 

 3. Repeat until you have 5 rounded, ball shaped, pinch             
pots. 

4. Prepare to put the caterpillar parts together by scoring  
(roughing up) the attachment points—3 parts will be side 
by side, holes down, and two will be attached hole-to-
hole. Moisten the scored areas with water. 

5. Attach by pressing together, 3 pots side-by-side, 2 pots 
hole-to-hole. Wiggle the pieces against each other a little 
bit to make a good connection. 

6. Smooth around connected areas with a Q-tip. 

7. Roll out two coils from your remaining ball of clay, 1/4” 
thick and 4” long, for caterpillar feet. The coils attach parallel 
along the bottom three pinch pots and up onto the fourth 
when you attach it. 
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8. Attach coils to underside of caterpillar by scoring 
and wetting the scored area  with water. The coils pro-
vide a sturdy base 

9. Press coils on and smooth connected areas with  
Q-tip or finger. 

10. Make a hole in the top of one of the end pinch 
pots, and at one end of the set of two pots that are 
connected. 

11. Score around the holes you just made, moisten 
with water, and connect the parts. The two-part head 
and neck should stand up straight. 

12. Form antennae out of 

your remaining clay by 

making short coils. Score, 

wet, and attach them to 

the top of the head. If you 

have clay left, you can 

make spikes or other 

body decorations. 

           Caterpillar instructions continued! 

 

 

 

Let your caterpillar dry slowly under a loosely 

draped piece of newspaper or plastic wrap.  When 

the caterpillar is firm but not completely hard, you 

can decorate the body with designs with the tip of a 

pencil. 

Then place your caterpillar on your paper plate, with 

your name and your parent’s name and email       

address written on it, and return it to the Bay School 

to be fired. 

Once it is fired you can pick it up and take it home to 

paint it bright colors! 

Help us share the JOY of art with our community by 

donating now so we can buy more art supplies to 

share in our art-to-go kits.  Just a small amount will 

help put art projects in kids' hands during this diffi-

cult time.  We have a white drop box near the Art-to-

Go kits.  Any amount you can donate for supplies 

will help keep this going.  Visit our website at 

bayschool-arts.com.   On the menu across the top of 

the page click Donate Now.  Thank you!!! 

https://www.bayschool-arts.com/

