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ARTIST BIOGRAPHY

Fiona Koh (b. 1983) is a visual artist and designer who uses text, image and object to explore the power structure at play 
and ambiguities of language within the framework of semiotics and psychoanalysis. Her early practice is closely intertwined 
with the development of a Singaporean art collective, vertical submarine. As one of the co-founders, the collective is known 
for their room installations, such as A view with A Room (2009), The Garden of Forking Paths (2010) and John Martin: The 
Butcher and the Surgeon (2015) that engages the audience to look critically beyond the surface of the work. Her recent 
practice has seen a departure from an exclusive collective practice into individual efforts with her first solo exhibition, EËJA 
in 2016, held at the Institute of Contemporary Arts Singapore. Other recent group shows include Singapore Utopia (2019), 
Monochrom Blitzkrieg (2021), and was featured in An Alliance of Songs, Casks and Artists - a collaboration (2021). Koh 
was also shortlisted for the IMPART Art Awards for 2019.

Koh graduated with a Master of Arts in Contemporary Practice from the University of Huddersfield in 2010. She manages 
Poppy Studio – a graphic design studio; as well as Whisky and Foxtrot LLP which specialises in creative direction for 
branding and exhibition designs. Koh is also an adjunct lecturer at Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts (NAFA) since 2010 and is 
an associate lecturer at Republic Polytechnic (RP) since 2020.



Qīng Yī Sè
Series of 9
2019
UV print on acrylic sheet

This project, Qīng Yī Sè, explores the 
ambiguity of language by examining 
the multiplicity of meanings 
characterised by the word 青 (qīng – 
translated as green). 

Presented in the form of reading cards 
that aid the study of a new language, 
the text and its translation presented 
means everything but the colour 
green.

Installation view, Chan+Hori Contemporary, Singapore, 2019. Photo credits: Chan + Hori Contemporary
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Chan+Hori Contemporary, Singapore, 2019. 
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