
The Building Communities Fund was created to improve the economic and social climate of distressed 
communities. A distressed community is defined as a county that has an unemployment rate of 20% or more, or 
a school district where at least 50% of students receive free/reduced priced school lunch. Capital funds go to 
programs that have specific social missions and that have outlined three or more activities that will allow them 
to accomplish these missions. Most grantees are reimbursed for up to 25% of eligible costs, but there is no 
minimum or maximum dollar amount and some projects receive more than this.3

Does your program or site have a construction need? Perhaps a new kitchen, playground, or even a new 
building? The state of Washington offers an often untapped resource for funding brick and mortar expenses, 
or capital funding, for educational and/or community-based organizations. Expanded learning programs are 
in a good position to attain capital funding, which includes the Youth Recreational Facilities grant (YRF), the 
Building Communities Fund (BCF), and Building for the Arts (BFA). Additionally, local and community member 
requests for funding through a local legislator could result in capital funding for community based projects.1

Capital Funding Opportunities 
for Expanded Learning Programs

1. http://www.commerce.wa.gov/building-infrastructure/capital-facilities/
2. https://deptofcommerce.app.box.com/s/6ww397odo7swognt4d0ybz5yhsnqt002
3. https://deptofcommerce.app.box.com/s/iu55mv92ihww8aqn3dphf97p36tmrs1p

The Building for the Arts (BFA) grant gives up to $2 million or 20% of eligible project costs for the construction/
renovation/acquisition of arts and cultural facilities, like museums. These programs must demonstrate public 
access to the facilities before they can receive grant funding.

The Youth Recreational Facilities (YRF) grant supports 
capital investment for expanded learning programs 
that serve children K-12. This option partially funds the 
construction or renovation of facilities for afterschool 
and summer programs. Projects may be reimbursed by 
as much as 25% of eligible costs or a maximum of $1.2 
million. To be eligible for the YRF grant a non-profit must 
offer social or educational services to youth primarily 
outside of the school day. Outdoor athletic facilities 
and community centers for all ages are not eligible for 
this grant. Applications are taken every two years in the 
spring of even numbered years.2

Youth Recreational Facilities (YRF) Grant

Building Communities Fund (BCF)

Building for the Arts (BFA)



4. www.leg.wa.gov
5. https://deptofcommerce.app.box.com/s/6ww397odo7swognt4d0ybz5yhsnqt002

A program director should research the guidelines for specific capital funding requirements before applying. 
Potential grantees should also determine, according to the specifics of the grant, whether they are exempt from 
obtaining LEED certification. LEED is a set of “green” building standards that most grantees are required to obtain 
unless they are requesting money for a relatively small project. An organization should not apply for a grant until 
it is either LEED certified, or exempt. Exemption eligibility is listed in each of the specific grant guidelines.  

If your organization is ineligible or unable to apply for one of the competitive grant opportunities listed, you can 
work with your local legislators to request direct appropriations from the state capital budget. This option is 
referred to as a local and community member request for funding.

This funding stream is different from the competitive grant process because it is largely based on the work you 
do on a personal basis with your local legislators. This includes discussing a project and creating a proposed 
budget, among other activities. For legislative requests, project reimbursements are less specific than the 
competitive grants listed. The best way to go about receiving direct appropriations is to work closely with your 
district’s state senators and representatives.4

As a general rule, projects must have a social service or community role and be accessible to the public for at 
least 10 years after the first reimbursement is awarded. Programs must have proof of secured funding before they 
will be eligible for reimbursements. To learn more, contact your legislators and inquire about local and community 
member capital requests.

Direct Legislator Request

Capital Funding: General Guidelines



All capital funds are distributed on a reimbursement basis only. Potential grantees will be asked to show proof of 
money raised or advancement in fundraising efforts before their application is accepted. For all of the potential 
funding streams, non-profits with a “legally constituted board of directors” are the only organizations eligible 
to receive capital funding.5  The non-profits must also show proof of ownership of the facilities or at least a ten 
to fifteen year lease (depending on the grant). Finally, the non-profit must pay state wages to employees of the 
program.

Strong communities encourage economic growth. For this reason, competitive grant opportunities and direct 
appropriations are available to non-profits that provide education or social services to improve academic and 
social-emotional learning, as well as the health and well-being of Washington’s children and youth. If your 
program meets these goals and has the capacity to raise non-state funds for the construction, renovation or 
acquisition of new facilities, you should consider applying for any of the above listed capital fund grants. It may 
also be helpful to visit http://www.commerce.wa.gov/building-infrastructure/capital-facilities/ to learn more 
about requests for capital funds. Other questions regarding capital funds for expanded learning programs can be 
directed to SOWA’s Policy & Advocacy Director, David Beard, at DBeard@schoolsoutwashington.org.

Applications for the competitive grants will go through a preliminary staff review process; those eligible will be 
reviewed by the respective grant’s advisory board. Grants approved by the board will be sent to the governor and 
state legislature for final approval. If a program is approved by the state, Community Capital Facilities will create 
a contract with the organization before funds are dispersed. Reimbursements generally become available the fall 
of the following year, for example if applications were due May 2017, funds would become available in the fall 
2018. For direct appropriations, program directors must work with their local legislators. After this, the proposals 
will be reviewed by the governor and state legislators along with all other requests.

Review Process

Conclusion



This table provides information about capital grant opportunities in Washington State. 
All grant applications are due in the spring of even numbered years.

Maximum of 
$1,200,000 or up 
to 25% of eligible 
project costs.

No minimum or 
maximum amount 
but generally up 
to 25% of eligible 
project costs.

Maximum of 
$2,000,000 or up 
to 25% of eligible 
project costs. 

• Program offers educational opportunities for 
youth K-12 outside of school. Outdoor athletic 
facilities are not eligible.

• Program is a registered non-profit youth 
organization with a legally constituted board 
of directors.

• Program is LEED certified or exempt.
• Program has proof of non-state funds or 

fundraising advancements.
• Program has ownership of space or at least a 

15 year lease.
• Program pays state prevailing wages starting 

the day the budget becomes effective.

State capital 
funds for youth 
recreational 
facilities.

Youth 
Recreational 
Facilities (YRF)

Building 
Communities 
Fund (BCF)

State capital 
funds for social 
service centers 
in distressed 
communities.

• Program has a specific social mission and at 
least three activities meant to accomplish this 
mission.

• A distressed community is a county with an 
unemployment rate of 20% or higher, or a 
school district where 50% or more of children 
are on free/reduced lunches.

• Program is a registered non-profit with a 
legally constituted board of directors.

• Program is LEED certified or exempt.
• Program has proof of non-state funds or 

fundraising advancements.
• Program has ownership of space or at least a 

15 year lease.
• Program pays state prevailing wages starting 

the day the budget becomes effective.

Building for the 
Arts (BFA)

State capital funds 
for performing 
arts, museums or 
cultural centers.

• The public must have significant access to 
the facility.

• Program is a registered non-profit with a 
legally constituted board of directors.

• Program is LEED certified or exempt.
• Program has proof of non-state funds or 

fundraising advancements.

GRANT TYPE DESCRIPTION ELIGIBILITY FUNDS AVAILABLE

Direct legislator 
request

Direct 
appropriations

• Contact your legislators for more 
information at www.leg.wa.gov

Varies

For more information, contact David Beard at
DBeard@schoolsoutwashington.org

(206) 323-2396


