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For every single youth in Washington State who has access to a quality afterschool program, three 
more do not. That single statistic drives all of the work we do at School’s Out Washington. Since 1987, 
School’s Out Washington has worked diligently to level the playing field for all children and youth in 
Washington State, especially low-income youth and young people of color, through training, advocacy and 
leadership. School’s Out Washington serves an increasingly critical role as a convener and catalyst, bringing 
together key stakeholders and creating critical change aimed at supporting all young people’s academic 
achievement, healthy development and successful transition to adulthood.

Now in its 15th year, School’s Out Washington’s Bridge Conference brings together afterschool and youth 
development (AYD) professionals, school leaders (e.g. superintendents, principals and classroom teachers), 
funders, researchers, policymakers, trainers/coaches and business leaders from across the country. The 
Conference focuses on cutting-edge research, resources and strategies relevant to strengthening the 
services that youth (in grades K-12) receive both in and out of school. In 2017, we will return to the Husky 
Union Building on the University of Washington campus and expect more than 400 attendees.

By sponsoring the Bridge Conference, your organization will gain access to a highly-educated, racially 
diverse group of dedicated professionals in the afterschool, youth development, and formal and 
informal education fields. 

Why Sponsor the Bridge Conference?

• 93% of 2013 attendees stated that they increased my knowledge and/or skills as a result of attending 
this conference

• 86% of attendees stated that they can apply information learned at this conference to the diversity of 
communities they serve

• More than 60% of 2013 attendees are afterschool and youth development professionals, with a 
majority of them serving at the program lead or executive level

• An additional 20% of attendees are employed by school districts in either teaching or educational 
leadership

• 50% of attendees have been in the afterschool/youth development field for more than 10 years; 25% 
have been in the field for more than 5 years.

Comments from past attendees:

“I loved this conference and plan to attend every year for the rest of my career in youth development.”

“I have been to this conference three years now and continue to learn, network and enjoy them! Thank 
you to everyone who had a part in it!”

“I had a great time at the Bridge and look forward to next year. I felt five out of six of the courses I 
attended are going to be beneficial for myself, my staff, students and program.”

About the Bridge Conference



Exclusive Sponsorship Opportunities

Keynote Speaker Sponsor - $10,000 (two opportunities)

Join us in sponsoring one of our inspiring Keynote Speakers! In 2016 we featured Dr. Shawn Ginwright, Author 
and National Expert on African-American Youth Activism and Development, as one of our keynote speakers. 
In past years we’ve welcomed John Medina, author of Brain Rules, Dr. Tony Smith, Superintendent of the 
Oakland School District, Karen Pittman, CEO of the Forum for Youth Investment, and Will Power, award-
winning playwright and author. Keynote sessions feature packed houses and the opportunity to present your 
organization to a group of engaged and motivated professionals.

As a Keynote Speaker Sponsor, you’ll receive the following benefits:
• Inclusion of sponsor logo in all conference materials;
• Acknowledgement of the sponsor during the introduction of the speaker;
• One piece of promotional literature or product sample (to be provided by sponsor) placed in each 

attendee’s bag; and
• Standard recognition and benefits.

Networking Session Sponsor - $10,000

What happens when you get more than 400 expanded learning professionals, formal educators and thought-
leaders in one room? Networking! Attendees will have an opportunity to chat with colleagues, address cutting-
edge topics and meet conference speakers in an informal atmosphere. It’s a great opportunity to share your 
product or service with an engaged and interested group of professionals.

As a Networking Session Sponsor, you’ll receive the following benefits:
• Inclusion of sponsor logo in all conference materials;
• Acknowledgement of the sponsor during Networking Session event;
• One piece of promotional literature or product sample (to be provided by sponsor) placed in each 

attendee’s bag; and
• Standard recognition and benefits.

Conference Strand Sponsor - $5,000 (two opportunities)

From STEM to summer learning, advocacy and working in rural communities, we have workshops on a broad 
array of topics relevant to the expanded learning field. A conference strand sponsorship including branding of 
the strand in all conference materials.  

As a Conference Strand Sponsor, you’ll receive the following benefits:
• Inclusion of sponsor logo in all conference materials;
• Acknowledgement of the sponsor during workshops included in the sponsored Conference Strand;
• One piece of promotional literature or product sample (to be provided by sponsor) placed in each 

attendee’s bag; and
• Standard recognition and benefits.



Lunch Sponsorship - $5,000 (two opportunities)

A Lunch Sponsorship combines three items into a winning combination: food, an excellent speaker and an 
engaged audience. The Bridge Conference has a reputation for providing outstanding food and world-class 
speakers; why not put your organization’s name on both?

As a Lunch Sponsor, you’ll receive the following benefits:
• Inclusion of sponsor logo in all conference materials;
• Acknowledgement of the sponsor during lunch plenary session remarks;
• One piece of promotional literature or product sample (to be provided by sponsor) placed in each 

attendee’s bag; and
• Standard recognition and benefits.

Breakfast Sponsorship - $2,500 (two opportunities)

A Breakfast Sponsorship is a welcome kick start to each day of the conference by providing a continental 
breakfast for all attendees as well as coffee service throughout the conference.

As a Breakfast Sponsor, you’ll receive the following benefits:
• Inclusion of sponsor logo in all conference materials;
• One piece of promotional literature or product sample (to be provided by sponsor) placed in each 

attendee’s bag; and
• Standard recognition and benefits.

Attendee Packet Inserts - $500 per item

Looking for an opportunity to get in front of our attendees with important information? Look no further.
Please note that items must be approved in advance.

STANDARD RECOGNITION & BENEFITS
• Sponsor logo on Bridge Conference webpage.
• Sponsor logo included in all Bridge Conference collateral, including online program, slide presentation 

during plenaries, and social media.
• Reserved seating in plenary and/or workshop sessions for representatives of your company/organization

We are also open to your alternative sponsorship ideas!

For more information, please contact:

Shannon Ginn Robinson, Bridge Conference & Events Coordinator
206.336.6907 | srobinson@schoolsoutwashington.org



Mission 

School’s Out Washington provides services and guidance for organizations to ensure all young 
people have safe places to learn and grow when not in school. School’s Out Washington is 
dedicated to building community systems to support quality afterschool, youth development 
and summer programs for Washington’s children and youth ages 5 through young adulthood.

Funding

Past funders and sponsors of School’s Out Washington’s Bridge Conference include:

Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction
The Boeing Company
The Raikes Foundation
Washington STEM
The Ford Family Foundation

Vision

School’s Out Washington strives to build communities where…
• All children and youth are safe, happy and thriving with caring adults during their  

non-school hours.
• Quality afterschool, youth development and summer programs are available to all, 

responsive to community need, and integral to community well-being.
• Funding for afterschool, youth development and summer programs is ample, varied  

and on-going.
• Afterschool and youth development professionals are valued, respected and  

well-compensated with easy access to training and education.
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