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WENATCHEE — The After School Expanded Learning Program, active at seven schools within the 

Wenatchee School District, is in need of funding to keep the program going at four of the 

participating schools. 

The program is grant funded and serves more than 1,000 students per year. It provides academically 

struggling students with various learning opportunities outside the classroom. 

Carolyn Griffin-Bugert, the grants administrator for the district, writes the grants for the after-school 

program. She approached the Wenatchee School Board to explain what the program does for students and 

the importance of receiving more funds. 

This five-day-a-week program offers cooking, arts and crafts, games and provides a free hot meal for the 

students involved. Taking place after school and during the summer, the program staff works to provide 

homework help, enrich kids’ learning experiences and also provide transportation home after. 

The program, Griffin-Bugert said, not only helps students learn in a way that standard classrooms cannot 

provide, but it also gives them a sense of belonging and having a supportive environment that they can go 

to on a daily basis. 

Funding is needed to keep the program running at Orchard Middle School, Pioneer Middle School, Mission 

View Elementary and Columbia Elementary for the next five years, according to Griffin-Bugert. 

Griffin-Bugert presented the school board members with different funding options to keep the after-school 

program running should the approval for a grant not be made. The first option was a scenario where the 

school district would continue to pay 100 percent towards the program’s costs and each school program 

needing funding would receive $125,000. The following options were to cut back on activities within the 

program to reduce the amount of costs and also reduce the amount of money the program would receive. 

The school board approved for Griffin-Bugert to start the process of pursuing a grant for $250,000 for 

the program. 

Reach Mikaila Wilkerson at 509-665-1173 or wilkerson@wenatcheeworld.com. 
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