
Environmental 
Consciousness  
Mossop focused on building an operation 
which is conscious of its impact on the 
environment. We embrace innovations in 
our leather making process, which enables 
us to become more sustainable. We are 
also investigating alternative measures to 
lower our carbon emissions. Portulacaria 
Afra or ‘Spekboom’ is a South Africa 

indigenous plant. The plant has the potential to tackle carbon emission like no 
other. At Mossop, we plan to plant a garden of Spekboom to bring our Carbon 
footprint to zero. The growth also has added benefits. 

The Benefits of Spekboom 
1. SPEKBOOM IS PROUDLY SOUTH AFRICAN 

It is found mainly in the Eastern Cape but is 
common in the dry-arid Boland region, where the 
climate is perfect for this robust plant. It enjoys 
maximum sunlight. Succeeds in poor soils, and 
adapts in both drought and frost, which common 
in Wellington where Mossop is situated. 
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SPEKBOOM 
CARBON SEQUESTRATOR CHAMPION
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Mossop plans to start 
with its Spekboom 
Garden in 2020, and 
reserve half hector to 
grow our Spekboom 
garden, and thus 
sequester 2 to 5 tons 
of carbon emission a 
year.  We have 
mapped out how we 
plan to create our 
garden in the steps 
below. 

Sprinkle a few 
centimetres of compost 

in the hole.
Remove outer wrap 

and place tree gently in 
the ground

Fill the hole with sand, 
sprinkle with water, and 

give your tree a little 
love

Dig a hole the width 
and depth of a 
standard spade.



2. SPEKBOOM IS A CARBON SEQUESTRATOR 
CHAMPION 

Hectare for hectare, in optimal conditions, 
Spekboom cover can be as adequate as a Tropical 
rainforest at extracting carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere. One hectare of Spekboom can 
sequester between 4 and 10 tonnes of carbon per 
year. It is a powerful tool in the fight against 
climate change and will make Mossop's carbon 
footprint nil.  

3. SPEKBOOM CAN SURVIVE FOR 200 YEARS 

Spekboom trees can grow as high as 5 metres. 
Providing brilliant shade and chance of relaxation 
to recharge the staff at Mossop during tea and, 
lunch. Spekboom reproduces very easily, and a 
broken-off branch can quickly grow roots and 
create a whole new plant. 

4. SPEKBOOM ARE EASILY ADAPTABLE  

In the winter when its wet and cooler it can adapt 
to its surrounding. Spekboom photosynthesises 
differently to other plants, opening its stomata 
during the day to absorb carbon dioxide. During 
summer, Spekboom can open its stomata at night, 
which, prevents water loss during the heat of the 
day.  

5. SPEKBOOM IS EDIBLE 

It provides energy to fauna with whom it shares its 
environment. In this way, it gives life to both fauna 
and flora. 
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DID YOU KNOW 
Reducing South Africa’s carbon footprint is a critical national issue 

that requires an urgent response from our country’s business leaders. 

Here’s where we at 

• 511 Million Tonnes: The amount of carbon dioxide that South Africa 
releases into the atmosphere each year. 

• 9.18 tonnes South Africa's carbon emissions per capita; that’s nearly 
double the world average at 4.49 tonnes. 

• 24%: The percentage increase in South Africa's carbon emissions from 
the consumption and flaring of fossil fuels since 1996. 

• Visit the wonderplant.co.za for more on the amazing Spekboom plant 
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Nutrition a key ingredient in a child educational 

development   
Advocates of child health have experimented with pupil’s diets 
in the other parts of world for more than twenty years. The 
studies focused on benefits of improving the health of students 
are obvious. Similarly, improved nutrition has the potential to 
positively influence students’ academic performance and 
behaviour.  

Though researchers are still investigating  to definitively prove 
the link, existing data suggests that with better nutrition students 
are better able to learn, students have fewer absences, and 
students’ behaviour improves, causing fewer disruptions in the 
classroom.[1]Studies show that the nutritional situation can 
directly affect mental capacity among creche to primary school 
children. For example, iron deficiency, even in early stages, 
can reduce dopamine transmission, thus negatively influencing 
cognition.[2] Insufficiencies in other vitamins and 
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Our “Leatherprint” 

Our Leatherprint is our 
acknowledgement of impact we 
have on the world around us. We 
have to make our product 
sustainably. This duty manifests 
itself in three themes, which 
govern our relationship with our 
planet and those that share it.   

The Mossop Way  

 Mossop Leather is one of the 
largest employers in the town of 
Wellington. Thus we have the 
added responsibility to social 
welfare of our community, as this 
in turn affects they way we 
produce our product. Therefore 
we have teamed up with MA VIR 
WELLINGTON whose main focus 
is to caring, feeding and teaching 
160 children between the ages of 
3 and 6 years. These children 
cannot afford to be in a day care, 
creche or preschool and are left 
to play in the street or surrounding 
areas where they can get hurt or 
be abused. Mossop has thus 
contributed to providing daily 
meals, and schools shoes to the 
pupils, and it’s hoped that one 
day these pupils will work at 
Mossop and help bring stability to 
their immediate families, because 
the have had a chance at fare 
start to their lives. 

Ma’s Vir Wellington 

Executive Director: 
Stephanie Henderson 
083 459 5961 
stephanie@masvirwellington.co.za 
Operations:  
Salomé Langmann 

MA’S VIR WELLINGTON 
 Child’s Educational Development  |Nutrition| Mossop contribution

https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/What-is-the-relationship-between-child-nutrition-of-Sorhaindo-Feinstein/ba7a2310072fc6af65fae3d321c8b059ab7208a4
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minerals,specifically thiamine, vitamin E, vitamin B, iodine, and zinc, are shown to hinder cognitive 
abilities and mental concentration.[3] Also, amino acid and carbohydrate supplementation can enhance 
perception, intuition, and reasoning.[4]  

Providing  a Balanced Diet for Better Behaviors and Learning Environments 

Proper Nutrition assists children with starting the day right and ready to learn. A solid nutritional state 
increases a child's immunity. The child with more durable resistance is likely to have fewer absences 
when they attend primary school. Studies show that malnutrition leads to behaviour problems like drop 
off in concentration.[7] The outcome of hunger similarly is counteracted when children consume a 
balanced diet that includes protein, fat, complex carbohydrates, and fibre. Thus children will have more 
time in class. Additionally, a student's behaviour may improve and cause fewer disruptions in the 
classroom, creating a better learning environment for each student in the class. 

The Difference between Good and Bad Diets 

A diet high in processed food at an early age links to a slightly lower IQ when the child reaches primary 
school level. We can conclude that the eating habits we practice when young have a long term impact 
on us. Brain development is much faster in early life, and it's when it does most of its growing. Therefore 
we must feed our brain with the right type fuel so the cells can develop and grow at a standard rate  
[11]  

Promote Diet Quality for Positive School Outcomes 

Sociologists and economists have examined the impact of a children's diet and nutrition on academic 
and behavioural outcomes carefully. The study found that a higher quality diet is associated with better 
performance in assessment. [8] Programs focused on increasing a child's health also show modest 
improvements in children academic test scores.[9] Further research found that children focus and 
listening skills improved, which had positive results in how they followed instruction and rules. The results 
meant better results in subjects such as maths and science in those children who were on a proper diet.  
[10]. Every student has the potential to do well in school. Failing to provide appropriate nutrition puts 
them at risk for missing out on meeting that potential. However, taking action today to provide a 
healthier solution for our children can help to set students up for a successful future full of possibilities.  

Final Thoughts  

In conclusion we at Mossop are very appreciative of the work down by Ma's Vir Wellington. Please see 
their website to see how you can get involved.  
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REUSE, REDUCE AND RECYCLE 
In our Leather Making Process we recycle 
Through innovation in the leather making, we have contributed to the reduction of our 
energy and water requirements where-ever possible across our operations.  

Making more efficient use of chemicals and finding new ways of using our by-products 
which in the past would have ended in landfill having a 
further impact and drain on the planet.  

1. Rehydration of leather: This is an essential process in 
leather making. At Mossop, we are recycling up to 
15000 litres a day. For coffee lovers that equates to 
around 15 million cups of coffee a year.  

2. Rainwater harvesting: Wellington sees most of its 
rainfall in winter. For winter 2020, we would like to 
harvest rainwater that would otherwise fall into storm 
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Did You Know  

Popular leather products actually date 
all the way back to 3000 BC when 
the Romans used leather sails on their 
boats. Leather was also used for 
furniture, tents and weapons. It began 
to be used more for fashion purposes 
around 1000 years later when it 
started to be worn by Egyptian 
women.
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waters drains. We aim to erect catchment tanks, that 
will collect water that lands on our roof for storage. 
The plan is then to use the collected water in our 
leather making process. Thus ensuring that we 
recycled water to the tune of two million litres, which 
would have ultimately come from our dams and 
water systems. By being less dependent on rivers, 
we can reduce the need for dams, which have 
adverse effects on the ecosystems of our 
waterways.   

 

Renewables: We are currently investigating leather wastes, 
namely in our shavings and buffing process. The excess 
generated from leather shaving in these two stages of tanning is 
proven to have significant density, mechanical strength and 

thermal conduct iv i ty. The 
provides a great alternative in 
the form of building material for 
housing, business, schools and 
medical facilities. The shaving 
c a n b e u s e d i n t h e 
manufacturing of drywalls and 
skirting boards. The inclusion of 
the leather shavings would 
increase the thermic insulation 
capacity, and increase the 
mechan ica l s t reng t h , bu t 
additionally, allow the building 
to be more fire-retardant, which 
is hugely beneficial to dry 
landscapes of several areas in 
South Africa. 
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Tannery  
byproducts to  
create growth  
opportunities
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