Plant Cultural Guide

FLOWERS & FOLIAGE

Plant Ideal Temp Plant Spacing Sunlight Soil Type Frost Hardy
requirements
ACHILLEA 18-22°C 12-24” Full sun Any well- Yes
(YARROW) draining soil
AGERATUM 15-18°C 9-12” Full sun. Will Fertile soil with  No
tolerate shade good drainage.
when summers  pH between
are hot 5.0-6.0
AGROSTEMMA 15-18°C 6-9” Full sun Rich, well- No

draining soil

Notes: All parts of this plant are poisonous to humans and animals, including the seeds. Exercise caution when

handling.

ALYSSUM 10-13°C 6-8” Sun/ partial Average, well-  Tender
(to presetve shade draining soil perennial
colours)

AMARANTHUS 18°C 12-15” Full sun Average, well- ~ No

3-6" for thinner, draining soil
more upright
plants
AMMOBIUM 18-21°C 6-9” Full sun Light, well- Tender
draining soil. perennial
pH between
5.5-6.5

ANCHUSA 16°C 16” Full sun/ Average, well-  Tender

mostly sunny draining soil perennial

AQUILEGIA 18-21°C 10-15” Partial shade Humus-rich, Yes

(COLUMBINE) well-draining

soil

ARMERIA (SEA 10-18°C 6-127 Full sun Poor but well-  Tender

THRIFT) draining soil perennial

ARTEMISIA 18-21°C 12-247 Full sun Average soil No

ASCLEPIAS 18°C 12-24” Full sun Well-draining No

sandy loam or
poor soil
Notes: The milky sap of this plant may cause skin irritation to those with more sensitive skin.
ASPARAGUS FERN 18-21°C 24 Part sun Well-draining, ~ No
balanced soil
(commercial
potting mix)

ASTER 16°C 6’127 Full sun Fertile, well- No

draining soil.
pH 5.5-7.5
preferred
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Plant Ideal Temp Plant Sunlight requirements Soil Type Frost Hardy
Spacing
AUBRIETA 10-18°C 6” Full sun, will Well-draining, Tender
tolerate part alkaline soil perennial
shade
AVENS (GEUM) 10-24°C 12-18” Full sun, Poor-draining,  Tender
afternoon acidic or perennial
shade alkaline soil
BABY’S BREATH 18°C 8” Full sun Poor soil No
(GYPSOPHILA)
BACHELOR’S 10-13°C 2-9” Full sun Any soil with No
BUTTON good drainage
(CENTAUREA)
BALSAM 16°C 12-18” Sun/partial Fertile, well- No
shade draining soil
BASIL, 18°C 4-8” Full sun Moderately No
ORNAMENTAL rich, moist soil.
BEE BALM 16-22°C 12-18” Sun/ partial Any well- Yes
(MONARDA) shade draining soil
BEGONIA, 16°C 6-8” Sun/ partial Moist and No
FIBROUS shade fertile soil
ROOTED
BEGONIA, 13-16°C 8-127 Partial shade/ Well-draining Tender
TUBEROUS 3-5” in pots dappled soil rich in perennial
ROOTED sunlight compost or
peat
BELLIS (ENGLISH 10-24°C 5-8” Full sun Rich, moist, Tender
DAISY) well-draining perennial
soil
BELLS OF 13-16°C 10-12” Sun/ partial Well-draining No
IRELAND shade soil
BLACK-EYED- 16-22°C 12-18” Full sun Average, well- Tender
SUSAN draining soil perennial
(RUDBECKIA)
BLANKET 21°C 12-18” Full sun Average, well-  Yes
FLOWER draining soil
(GAILLARDIA)
BLAZING STAR 16-24°C 12-15” Full sun, Dry, sandy soil ~ Yes
(LIATRIS) tolerate part
shade
BUPLEURUM 13-16°C 10” Sun/ partial Average, well-  No
shade draining soil
BURNING BUSH 18°C 20-24” Full sun Average solil, No
(KOCHIA) pH of 6.0-7.0
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Plant Ideal Temp Plant Sunlight requirements Soil Type Frost Hardy
Spacing
BUTTERFLY 20-24°C 12-18” Full sun Poor, dry, Yes
WEED sandy soil with
acidic or neutral
pH
BROWALLIA 18-21°C 10-14> Sun/ partial High in organic  No
shade matter, well-
draining, pH of
6.1-7.5
preferred
CALENDULA 18°C 6-12” Sun/ partial Rich, well- No
shade draining soil
CANDYTUFT 10°C 6-8” Full sun Well-draining, ~ Yes
(IBERIS) alkaline soil
CANTERBURY 18-21°C 9-18” Full sun/ Rich, well- No
BELLS partial shade draining, evenly
moist
CARNATION 13°C 8” Full sun Loose, well- Yes
draining soil
CELOSIA 21°C 6-12” Full sun Well-draining, No
moist, fertile
soil high in
organic matter
CENTAUREA 10-13°C 2-9” Full sun Any soil with No
(BACHELOR’S good drainage
BUTTON)
CERASTIUM 10-20°C 24-36” Full sun/ Dry-average Yes
TOMENTOSUM partial shade moisture soil,
(SNOW-IN- well-draining
SUMMER)
CERINTHE 18-29°C 12-18” Full sun. Moderate No
(HONEYWORT) Tolerates light  fertility, well-
shade draining soil
CHICORY (flower not 15-21°C 6-10” Full sun Any soil Yes
lettuce)
CHRYSANTHEMUM  18-21°C (will 18-24” Full sun Well-draining No
tolerate frost) soil
CINERARIA 16°C 8-10” Sun/ partial Fertile, well- No
shade draining soil,
slightly acidic
CLARKIA 18-21°C 6-12” Sun/ partial Average, well- ~ No
shade draining soil
CLEOME 21-24°C 12-24” Full sun Light, well- No

draining soil
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Plant Ideal Temp Plant Sunlight requirements Soil Type Frost Hardy
Spacing
COFFEE PLANT 18-24°C 597 Full shade/ Rich, peat- No
dappled based soil with
sunlight good drainage
COLEUS 16-18°C 127 Partial shade/ Fertile, well- No
dappled draining soil
sunlight
COLUMBINE 18-21°C 10-15” Partial shade Humus-rich, Yes
(AQUILEGIA) well-draining
soil
CONEFLOWER 15-21°C 18-24” Full sun with Average, well-  Yes
afternoon draining soil
shade
CORAL BELLS 15-21°C 12-14” Partial shade, Well-drained, Tender
(HEUCHERA) tolerates any moist, rich soil,  perennial
lighting pH 6.0-7.0
COREOPSIS 10-21°C 24-36” Full sun Well-draining, No
moderately
moist soil
COSMOS 18°C 9-127 Full sun Any soil No
CRASPEDIA 21-24°C 127 Full sun Average soil Tender
with good perennial
drainage
CRESS, 13-18°C 36-40” Full sun Average, well- No
ORNAMENTAL draining soil
CYCLAMEN 16-18°C 4-6” Bright, dappled ~ Well-draining,  Tender
light slightly acidic perennial
soil high in
organic matter
CYNOGLOSSUM 18-21°C 9-127 Sun/ partial Moderate to No
shade well-draining
soil
DAHLIA 18-21°C 9-12” Full sun Rich, well- No
drained soil, pH
6.5-7.0
DELPHINIUM 18-21°C 12-18” Sun/ partial Well-draining, Yes

shade

fertile, slightly

alkaline

Notes: All parts of this plant are poisonous to humans and animals, including the seeds. Exercise caution when

handling.

DIANTHUS 18-22°C 6” Full sun Rich, sandy, Tender
well-draining perennial
soil, slightly
alkaline

DIDISCUS 21-22°C 6-127 Sun/ partial Well-draining,  No

shade sandy soil
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Plant Ideal Temp Plant Sunlight requirements Soil Type Frost Hardy
Spacing
DIGITALIS 18-21°C 127 Sun/ partial Moist well- Tender
(FOXGLOVE) shade draining soil perennial
Notes: All parts of this plant are poisonous to humans and animals, including the seeds. Exercise caution when
handling.
DORONCIUM 12-24°C 107 Full sun/ Evenly moist, Yes
(LEOPARD’S partial shade rich, loose soil
BANE)
DRACAENA 18-21°C 9-127 Full shade/ Rich soil, high ~ No
dappled light in organic
matter, well-
draining
DUSTY MILLER 16-18°C 9-12” Full sun Average, well-  Tender
draining soil perennial
ECHINACEA 18-21°C 18-24” Full sun. Will Average, well- Yes
tolerate partial ~ draining soil
shade
ECHINOPS 10-24°C 18-24” Full sun Any well- Yes
(GLOBE draining soil
THISTLE)
EDELWEISS 10-24°C 4-127 Full sun Well-draining, Tender
(LEONTOPODIUM) slightly alkaline to  perennial
medium acidity
ELECAMPANE 16-18°C 12-30” Partial shade. Any soil as long  Yes
Will tolerate full as it is well-
sun drained
ENGLISH DAISY 10-24°C 5-8” Full sun Rich, moist, Tender
(BELLIS) well-draining perennial
soil
ERYNGIUM 13-16°C 18-24” Full sun Dry sandy soil. ~ Yes
Will tolerate
saline
conditions.
Sensitive to
overwatering
EUCALYPTUS 18-24°C 12-24” Full sun Well-draining,  Tender
fertile soil perennial
EUPHORBIA 16°C 6-9” Full sun Average, well-  No
(SNOW ON THE draining soil.
MOUNTAIN) Will tolerate
poor conditions
Notes: The milky sap of this plant may cause skin irritation to those with more sensitive skin.
EUSTOMA 18°C 4-8” Full sun Moist, well- Tender
draining soil, perennial
pH of 6.5-7.0
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Plant Ideal Temp Plant Sunlight requirements Soil Type Frost Hardy
Spacing
FEVERFEW 15-19°C 247 Full sun/ light ~ Well-drained Tender biennial
shade sandy or loamy
soil, pH of 6.0-
6.7
FLAX 15-18°C 6-8” Full sun Well-draining No
sandy loam
FOXGLOVE 18-21°C 127 Sun/ partial Moist well- Tender
(DIGITALIS) shade draining soil perennial
GAILLARDIA 21°C 12-18” Full sun Average, well-  Yes
(BLANKET draining soil
FLOWER)
GERANIUM 16-18°C 6-24” Full sun Rich, moist, No
*Ivy type best  well-draining
in light shade soil
GERBERA 16°C 18-24” Sun/partial Average to rich, No
shade well-draining,
medium
moisture
GEUM (AVENYS) 10-24°C 12-18” Full sun, Poor-draining,  Tender
afternoon acidic or perennial
shade alkaline soil
GILLIA 12-18°C 6-36” Full sun Well-draining No
sandy soil
GLOBE THISTLE  10-24°C 18-24” Full sun Any well- Yes
(ECHINOPS) draining soil
GOMPHRENA 21°C 6-8” Full sun Any soil with No
good drainage
GYPSOPHILA 18°C 8” Full sun Poor soil No
(BABY’S BREATH)
HAREBELLS 10-24” 6’ Sun/ partsun/  Any soil, Yes
part shade moderate to
well-draining
HELIANTHUS 21-24°C 4-6” Full sun Light, well- No
(SUNFLOWER) draining soil
HELICHRYSUM 18-20°C 12-18” Full sun. Average soil. Tender
(STRAWFLOWER) Tolerates partial Top layer of perennial
shade compost
preferred
HELIOPSIS 16-20°C 18-24” Full sun Average, well-  Yes
draining soil,
dry to medium
moisture
HELIOTROPE 16°C 12-18” Sun/ partial Average, well-  Tender
shade draining soil perennial
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Plant Ideal Temp Plant Sunlight requirements Soil Type Frost Hardy
Spacing
HELIPTERUM 16°C 6-8” Full sun Well-draining No
sandy soil
HENS & CHICKS 13-21°C 6-127 Full sun Well-draining, Tender
(SEMPERVIVUM) gritty soil perennial
HEUCHERA 15-21°C 12-14” Partial shade, Well-drained, Tender
(CORAL BELLS) tolerates any moist, rich soil,  perennial
lighting pH 6.0-7.0
HIBISCUS 21-24°C 24-36” Full sun Well-draining, Tender
moist soil, high  perennial
organic matter,
pH of 5.8-6.5
HOLLYHOCK 15-19°C 18” Full sun Rich, well- Yes
draining, moist
soil
HONEYWORT 18-29°C 12-18” Full sun. Moderate No
(CERINTHE) Tolerates light  fertility, well-
shade draining soil
HYACINTH BEAN 18-21°C 127 Full sun Moderately Tender
fertile soil perennial

Notes: Mature seeds must be boiled before eating. They contain a trypsin inhibitor that is broken down by heat as
well as a cyanogenic glucoside that is leached out by the cooking water.

IBERIS 10°C 6-8” Full sun Well-draining, Yes

(CANDYTUFT) alkaline soil

ICE PLANT 10-21°C 15-18” Full sun. Poor, well- Tender
Tolerates light  draining, dry perennial
shade soils

IMPATIENS 16-18°C 12-18” Partial/ full Moist, well- No
shade draining soil

IPOMOPSIS 16-21°C 18-24” Full sun/ Dry, sandy, Biennial

RUBRA (TEXAS partial shade rocky soils

PLUME)

JACOB’S LADDER  18-20°C 157 Full shade/ Well-draining, ~ Yes
partial shade rich, fertile soil

KALE, 15-19°C 6” Full sun Moist, well- No

ORNAMENTAL draining soil

KOCHIA 18°C 20-24” Full sun Average solil, No

(BURNING BUSH) pH of 6.0-7.0

LAMB’S EAR 10-21°C 18-24” Full sun/ Tolerates any Yes

(STACHYYS) partial shade soil. Prefers

well-draining,
drier soils
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Plant Ideal Temp Plant Sunlight requirements Soil Type Frost Hardy
Spacing
LARKSPUR 13-16°C 4.6” Full sun Rich, well- No

draining, slight
alkaline soil

Notes: All parts of this plant are poisonous to humans and animals, including the seeds. Exercise caution when

handling.
LAVATERA 20°C 18-24” Full sun. Average, well- No
Tolerates partial draining sol
shade
LAVENDER 12-21°C 12-187 Full sun Light, well- Yes
draining, gravel
soil, slightly
acidic or
slightly alkaline
soil preferred
LEONTOPODIUM 10-24°C 4-12” Full sun Well-draining, Tender
(EDELWEISS) slightly alkaline o perennial
medium acidity
LEOPARD’S BANE 12-24°C 107 Full sun/ Evenly moist, Yes
(DORONCIUM) partial shade rich, loose soil
LIATRIS 16-24°C 12-15” Full sun, Dry, sandy soil ~ Yes
(BLAZING STAR) tolerate part
shade
LINARIA 15-18°C 6-40” Full sun Well-draining Tender
(TOADFLAX) sandy soil, dry ~ perennial
to medium
moisture
LION’S EAR 10-20°C 727 Full sun Well-draining, ~ Tender
(WILD DAGGA) loamy sand soil ~ perennial
LISIANTHUS 21-24°C 4-87 Full sun Well-draining No
soil high in
organic matter
LOBELIA 18-25°C 4-6” Sun/ partial Moist, rich, No
shade well-draining
soils
LOVE IN A MIST 18-21°C 6” Full sun Well-draining,  No
fertile soil
LUNARIA 12-24°C 12-18” Partial shade/ Any soil Biennial
full sun
LUPINE 18-24°C 18-24” Sun/ partial Average, well-  Yes
shade draining soil
Notes: All parts of this plant are poisonous to humans and animals, including the seeds. Exercise caution when
handling.
MARIGOLD 16-24°C 8-18” Full sun Average soil No
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Plant Ideal Temp Plant Sunlight requirements Soil Type Frost Hardy
Spacing
MARSHMALLOW  10-24°C 12-147 Full sun Moist, sandy Yes
soils
MATRICARIA 21°C 18-24” Full sun Light, well- Tender
draining, moist, perennial
fertile soil
MILKWEED 18-24°C 6-24” Full sun Light, well- Yes
draining soil
MIMOSA PUDICA  18-21°C 15” Partial shade/ Any well- No
(SENSITIVE full sun draining soil
PLANT)
MIMULUS 13-16°C 36” Full sun Moist, well- No
(MONKEY draining soil
FLOWER)
MONARDA (BEE 16-22°C 12-18” Full sun/ Any well- Yes
BALM) partial shade draining soil
MOONFLOWER 15-21°C 6-127 Full sun Any loose, well-  No
draining soil
MORNING 21-24°C 2-6” Full sun. Moist, well- No
GLORY Tolerates light  draining soil
shade
MYOSOTIS 10-21°C 127 Full sun/ Well-draining, ~ Yes
partial shade light, moist,
acidic or
alkaline soil
NASTURTIUM 18°C 8-12” Full sun/ Well-drained, No
partial shade average soil
NEMESIA 13-16°C 4-6” Full sun with Moist, well- Yes
afternoon draining,
shade slightly acidic
soil
NICOTIANA 13°C 12-18” Full sun/ Fertile, well- No
partial shade draining soil
NIGELLA 13-18°C 2-9” Full sun Average solil No
with good
drainage
OBEDIENT 13-24°C 18-24 Full sun, Prefer moist, Yes
PLANT tolerates part slight acidic
(PHYSOSTEGIA shade soil. Will
VIRGINIANA) tolerate any soil
ORLAYA 13-25°C 9-12” Full sun Average, well- ~ No

draining soil.
Will tolerate dry
soil
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Plant Ideal Temp Plant Sunlight requirements Soil Type Frost Hardy
Spacing
PANSY 13°C 6-10” Sun/ partial Rich, well- No
shade draining soil
high in organic
matter
PEARLY 13-21°C 18-24 Full sun/ Well-draining Yes
EVERLASTING partial shade soil on the drier
side
PEPPER, 13-16°C 12-24” Full sun Well-draining No
ORNAMENTAL sandy loam,
loam, or clay
loam
PETUNIA 13-16°C 4-12” Full sun Light, fertile No
soil with
organic matter
PHLOX 10-16°C 8-12” Full sun Rich, moist, No
well-draining
sandy soil
PHYSOSTEGIA 13-24°C 18-24” Full sun, Prefer moist, Yes
VIRGINIANA tolerates part slight acidic
(OBEDIENT shade soil. Will
PLANT) tolerate any soil
POLKA DOT 18-21°C 9-12” Full sun Consistently No
PLANT moist, well-
draining, rich
soil
POPPY 18-24°C 6-8” Sun/ partial Moist, well- Tender
shade draining soil perennial
PORTULACA 13-18°C 10-12” Full sun Sandy, well- No
draining soil.
Drought
tolerant
PRIMULA 15-21°C 6-127 Shade/ dappled Humus-rich, No
(PRIMROSE) sunlight moist, well-
draining soil
RANUNCULUS 10-15°C 4 Full sun or Light, well- No
bright light draining soil
RED HOT 21°C 18-24” Full sun Any average, Tender
POKERS (TORCH well-draining perennial

LILY) soil

Notes: All parts of this plant are poisonous to humans and animals, including the seeds. Exercise caution when
handling.

ROCKY 16°C 30-36” Full sun Dry, average Tender
MOUNTAIN soil with acidic ~ perennial
PENSTEMON pH

RUDBECKIA 16-22°C 12-18” Full sun Average, well- Tender
(BLACK-EYED- draining soil perennial
SUSAN)
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Plant Ideal Temp Plant
Spacing

Sunlight requirements Soil Type Frost Hardy

Notes: All parts of this plant are poisonous to humans and animals, including the seeds. Exercise caution when

handling.

SALPIGLOSSIS 20-24°C 18” Full sun. Fertile, well- No
Tolerates light  draining soil
shade
SALVIA 21-24°C 127 Sun/ partial Average solil No
shade
SANVITALIA 10-15°C 207 Full sun Average, well- No
(CREEPING draining soil
ZINNIA)
SAPONARIA 21°C 2-9” Full sun Average, well- No
draining soil
SAXTFRAGA 18-21°C 10-12” Full sun/ Moderately Yes
partial shade fertile, well-
draining,
alkaline soil
SCABIOSA 16-18°C 9-15” Full sun Rich, well- No
draining soil
SCHIZANTHUS 17-19° 127 Sun/ partial Fertile, evenly ~ No
shade moist, well-
draining soil
SEA THRIFT 10-18°C 6-12” Full sun Poor but well-  Tender
(ARMERIA) draining soil perennial
SEDUM 10-15°C 6-127 Full sun/ Well-draining Yes
partial shade soil, neutral-
slightly alkaline
pH
SEMPERVIVUM 13-21°C 6-127 Full sun Well-draining, ~ Tender
(HENS & CHICKS) gritty soil perennial
SENSITIVE 18-21°C 15” Partial shade/ Any well- No
PLANT (MIMOSA full sun draining soil
PUDICA)
SHASTA DAISY 10-24°C 24-30” Full sun, Rich, well- Yes
tolerates light draining soil
shade high in organic
matter
SNAPDRAGON 16-18°C 4-12” Sun/ partial Rich, well- No
shade draining, moist
soil. Neutral
pH preferred
SPIDERWORT 15-18°C 14”2 Full sun/ full Moist, well- Tender
shade draining, perennial

humus rich soil
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Plant Ideal Temp Plant Sunlight requirements Soil Type Frost Hardy
Spacing

SPILANTHES 18-21°C 8-127 Full sun Well-draining No

(TOOTHACHE soil

PLANT)

SNOW-IN- 10-20°C 24-36” Full sun/ Dry-average Yes

SUMMER partial shade moisture soil,

(CERASTIUM well-draining

TOMENTOSUM)

SNOW ON THE 16°C 6-9” Full sun Average, well-  No

MOUNTAIN draining soil.

(EUPHORBIA) Will tolerate

poor conditions

Notes: All parts of this plant are poisonous to humans and animals, including the seeds. Exercise caution when

handling.
STACHYS (LAMB’S 10-21°C 18-24” Full sun/ Tolerates any Yes
EAR) partial shade soil. Prefers
well-draining,
drier soils
STATICE 18°C 127 Full sun Rich, well- No
draining soil
STOCKS 16-18°C 6” Full sun Well-draining, No
moderately rich
soil
STRAWFLOWER 18-20°C 12-18” Full sun. Average soil. Tender
(HELICHRYSUM) Tolerates partial Top layer of perennial
shade compost
preferred
SUNFLOWER 21-24°C 4-67 Full sun Light, well- No
(HELIANTHUS) draining soil
SWEET ALYSSUM  12-21°C Groups 67 Full sun, Moist, loamy No
apart tolerates partial ~ soil, pH of 6.0-
shade 7.0
SWEET PEAS 16-18°C 6” Full sun Rich, deep, No

loamy, moist,
well-draining
soil

Notes: All parts of this plant are poisonous to humans and animals, including the seeds. Exercise caution when

handling.

SWEET WILLIAM  10-24°C 8” Full sun Well-draining, ~ Yes
slightly alkaline
soil

TALINUM 16-21°C 12-18” Full sun Average, well- ~ No
draining soil

TEXAS PLUME 16-21°C 18-24” Full sun/ Dry, sandy, Biennial

(IPOMOPSIS partial shade rocky soils

RUBRA)
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Plant Ideal Temp Plant Sunlight requirements Soil Type Frost Hardy
Spacing
TITHONIA 18-25°C 12-24” Full sun Loam or sandy  No
soil, fertile,
good drainage
TOADFLAX 15-18°C 6-40” Full sun Well-draining Tender
(LINARIA) sandy soil, dry ~ perennial
to medium
moisture
TORCH LILY 21°C 18-24” Full sun Any average, Tender
(RED HOT well-draining perennial
POKERS) soil
Notes: All parts of this plant are poisonous to humans and animals, including the seeds. Exercise caution when
handling.
TORENIA 8-35°C 8-9” Full sun to Moist soil high  No
shade in organic
matter
VERBENA 16-30°C 18-24 Full sun Any well- Tender
draining soil perennial
VERONICA 13-24°C 10~ Full sun, Tolerates any Yes
tolerates part type, prefers
shade well-draining
soil
VIOLA 15-21°C 6-9” Sun/ part shade Rich, well- No
draining soil
VINCA 20-27°C 8-18” Partial sun/ full  Average, sandy, No
shade well-draining
soil
WALLFLOWER 15-21°C 10-12” Full sun, Fertile soil, rich ~ Yes
tolerate light in organic
shade matter, well-
draining but
moisture
retaining
YARROW 18-22°C 12-24 Full sun Loamy, well- Yes
(ACHILLEA) draining soil,
pH of 5.5-7.0
ZINNIA 19-26°C 9-12” Full sun Fertile, rich soil  No

high in organic
matter
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